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in ail the Province of Quebec,
and for a short time hiere took cdi-
tonial charge of "lLe Defricheur.'
In the course of a year lie retired
from journalismn and returned to
the practice of law% in Irth,,i-
baska. As our readens are ail
aware, the Province of Quebec is
divided into, judiciai districts.
Mr. Laurier at once took a iead-
ing position at the Bar, and
showed hiniseif to, be as versatile
in iaw as hie afterwands showed
in the politicai arena. Hie mas
equaliy at home before the jury or
the Supremie Court, equaliy :at
honte in criminal or commercial
or corporation iaw; in that re-
spect lie seenis to, have been very
mucli Ilie Mnr. D'Alton M-fcCarthy-
of this Province, as tlic fo1lowviug
cases wiil show: Ivers v. Le-
mieux, I3eaudette v. Mahoneýy,
Crepeau v. Giover, Corporation
de St. Clhristophe d'Arthabaska
v. E sdnas Beaudette, Regilna v.
Ling, Bothwell v. Corporation of
West WTýickzham, Bnown V. Per-
kins, Lavergne v. Lainesse, Car-
rier v. Cote, Moore v. ICean et
ai.; these are ail cases thiat -Nene
canried to the Supreme Court,
and nepresent every brandi of
Iaw.M.Lare pertoav
been very successflil, and mould.
undoubtedly, have mnade a great
reputation as a iawyer liad lie
devoted himself exclusively to it.
Mr. Laurier was very successful
with junies; bis tali, straiglit and
noble bearing, with the paie face
of the student, with a connte-
nance mild, serions and rendered
sympathetie by an air of melani-
choiy, with a nanner sirmplr-.
sweet and seif-commanding. lie at
once -won the interest and syr-im
pathy of the jury before lie nt-
tered a single wordl; - bis nîind
is not involved bis addresses were
always lean, concise and to, tlit
point. At a glance he enîbraces

ail1 sides of the question, seizes
its leading pninciples and draws
therefromn a senies of reasoning
whNichl is connected together lke
the linkis of a chain. Hie impressed
every juryman that lie firmly be-
hieved in the justice of bis client',:
cause, and made it clear to tiieni
that lie had a, m nong that should
be riglited, and lie seldom faiied
to, malze thîem sce bis way. Mr.
Laurier enjoys the advantage of
being a born orator; lielias the
further advantage of having cul-
tiv~ated lus great natunai gift and
devéioped a love of truth and
honesty- of purpose, without whichi
no man can be a great onator.
bisten to, hlm, and it is at once
seen that his lainguage is the echo
of conviction and of a noble
heart. And flic impression 'whichi
lie croates utpon bis audience
constitutes the best part of his'
force and bis menit

In 1871 lue -was nominated for
the Local Legisiatuno and wa , e-
turned to represent flue unitead
counTies of Dnunumond and Artha-
baskza, defeýating by a majority of
one thon sand votes tie Ministerial
candidate, Mn. Hemming. Enter-
ingl the 11ouse w,ýlille such. men as
Cartier, Cauchon, Langevin, Roi-
ton, Fournier, T-vine,, Joly, Lynch,
Bla-nchiet, Fortin, Robitaille, Cas-
sidy and Bacluande stili figured
on the provincial scene,' tic
young unemben for Drummond and
Anthabaska modestiy took his
seat on tie rear Opposition
benches, but bis first parliamen-

tayspeech at once brouglit hiru
into full prominence, and lie was
lienaided thnougliout the Pro-
vrince as the rising hope of bis
party. A perusai of this speech
will show thiat 1n regard to its
breadth and scope it was more in
Iceeping -%vith tic tone of tic
flouse of Commons, which the
Vouing memben was destined to


