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loving him; and that ho wvag always hîappy te oblige tiiosc in cûrninuoi
with whomnlio lad aniy recollectioiis. of good.huîtinoure<1 fe.tivity."

I have said that tho tido of Lord MiýelviIIo's good fortuite began te
ebb wlien lie receivcd the eppointînent of Fir3t Lord of the zidiiinilty,
in 1804. But previous ta that date, lis bed liad not always beeri
one o! roses. Il Jncasy lies tho head tliat %veam~ a cro %n ;"an the
zûverzeus lot in this respect is ofteii sbared by lis servant, the states-
man. To this effect we have i Sir John Sùiclair's Mernoirs a reniark
of Lord Melville's noted. Sir John lied wvaitcd on bim on the now
year's mora of 1796, te, iwish him a happy newy year. 31elville's reply
was: -. Il opo this ycar 'vil bc lieppier thau the lust; for I can scarcciy
recollect spending one liappy day in tho wliolo of it." This confes-
sion, *coming from one whoso whLolo life had hitherto been a series4
of triumpbs, and wlio appearcd to stand securo on tho pinnacle of
political amitien> Sir John Sinclair used often to dwvell, upon as
exemplifying the vanity of liunian wvisles.

Lord MolviIlc's dcath Nvas a sudden ene. I1e hed corne ixito Edin-
burgh from bis country residence, te attend the funerai of Presideut
Blair, au OUd frielid, when a fit Of apoplexy beized him. Hoe bad
retired te rest ia bis usual licalth, but wvas found dead ini bis bcd
neit morntng. Thes two early-attached, illustrious friends were
t'hus lying,«, both suddenly dead, %vith but a Nvall betwc-ti thcm. Their
houses on th north-east siei of George, Square, Edinburgh, were
next each other.

That Lord Aiclville's end wves quite unexpccted by himiself nt the
minent, is shtew by a qurious circubistance. A.letter was discovcrcd
lying on the wvriting table in the room wliere lie was found dcad, cou-
taining, by anticipation, an account of bs eottons at the funeril of
Prosident Blaiir. it wvas addressedl, rcady te bc sent off, te a1 meniber
of the Government, with a viewv te obtain soine publie provision for
BUiWs family; and the -,riter hadl not reckoncdl on the possîbility ef
hiâ own demise beforo bis friend's funex-al took place. IlSuch tlîings
are alivays awkvard wheu detected," Lord Cockburix observes, IIespe-
cially when done by a skilful politiciau. INevertheless, an bonest
and truc mail migbt do this," Lord Cockburti observes; "lit is easy te
antîcipate one7s, feelings at a fricnd's burial, ani putting the descrip.
tien into the formn ef havtng rcturn-ed fi-oui it, is mnerc rlbctoric."

Sir ýValter Scott speaks %vitli grteat feeling of the decease of Lord
Melville. Thus lie wvrites in a letter te Mr- Morritt: IlPoOr ýcear


