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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

the house, that you may talk to him about the interests of his soul,
and pray with him. So I went with her, and found the young
man in a very low conditton, I think in the last stuge of consump
tion. We had = very profitable meeting ; the futher, mother, and
duughter were present, and also sotne strangers. I saw him once
since, when he was very low.

To the Editor of the Canada Temperance Advacate.

Mr. Eprror,—Please to allow me, through the Adeocate, to
plead with my brethren in the ministrs to be more engaged in pro-
moting the temperance reformation.  We cannot cxpect that pure
religion will prevail until all intoxicating drinks be suppressed.

God hi« commanded all to do good as they have opportunity ;
and if ministers of religion, and teachcrs of the rising generation,
will advocate total abstinence, the result would be highly impor-
tant,

‘We hear many saying, that we set a good cxam.ple in using all
the good creatures of Gud without abusing them. But, if Paul
would deny himself the use of meat, provided it gave offence to
his brethren, ought we not to deny ouisclves the use of those ar.
ticles which not only give offence to many, but which proveto be
the means of destroying thousands annually,

Should this city, with its fifty thousand inhabitants, be destroy-
ed by fire, what synipathy and deep regret wonld be manifested !
but strong drink is duing more injury in the British Empire every
year, than the loss of Montreal would be, with all its mhabitants.
And are not aul who usc strong drink, as a beverage, aceessary to
this great-calamity ?

That all ministers, in church and state, with all teachers of the
rising race, may wholly abstain from all that intoxicates, is the
prayer of Tuavoeus Oscoop.

Education.

EFFORTS AT SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT.
(From Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal.)

Scarcely a day clapses in which we do not receive one or more
documents conuccted with social progress. It would appear that,
all.over the country, in emall as well a8 in large towns, effustsare
making to establish and sustain institutions calculated (o improve
the mental condition of the people. In very many instances,
these efforts make little or no newspaper appearance.  Plans are
matured quictly, and carricd into execution unobtrusively.  So far
as we can obscrve, a number of the institutions thas originating
are professedly for mutual iniprovement. ‘The principle of em.
ploying hired lecturers succeeds onlv in conncetion with largo
establishmente: where only a handful of persoxs are concerned,
with little money to spare, the menbers are necessarity driven on
thcir own capabiliies—thnse whoe have a little more knowledge
than the others voluntecring to act us instructors.  We arc hope-
fu! that plans of this kind will answer every reasonable purpas-.
In every loculity there are persons who possiss sufficient ability
to become the advisers and tcachers of others.

A library is the point ronnd which the members of such insti-
tations rally. An improvement sooicty without a hibrary of some
kind, would bc like a system without a sun.  Fortunately, a
library is not difficult to commence; and when once begur, st is
surpricing how soan a collection of hooks swetls inta importance
A mutual improvement sucicty lately begun by a few ploughmen
in Ab: rdeenshire, has already, we are told, a pretty fair collection’
of books, and is otherwise duing well.  And it conld scarcely fail
todogo. All that is wantcd is a fittle encrgv, in union with a
little common sense, and any dozen of rural labourcrs may in-
struct themselves in a manncr which would not discredit much
higher circles. The value of a small library of miecellancous
literature in u country district—sav no more than a hundred vo.
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lumes, mostly of a cheap clags—cannot be too highly cstimated.

Vacant hours in the evening, formerly spent in listless idleness,
or degrading amusements, are devoted to reading, and by and b
a sonsible improvement in the morals of the neighbourhuod 18
cffected. A few duys ago, when visiting the house of a purish
clergyman n a mountuinous, though agricultural district of Scot.
land, he mentinned that a remnarkable change for the better had
tuken place in the moruls of the naighbourhood within the lust
twelve months, in censequence of & small library which he had
sct on foot. Among the population, young and old, there was
alrendy created an eager thirst for readmg, which unconsciously
banished tastes and habits of a meaner knd.

On our way to the abave district, we had occasion to pass
thirough a small couutry town, where a reudingroom on a peculiar
plan_had been estublished about a year ago, and was now in a
flourishing condition. ‘I'he way in which this uscful engine of
nstruction had been brought nto, and kept in cxistence, deserves
notice. A small committee of munag t, who d the
institution and direction of the establishment, procured the use of
# public hall gratis; and this aparument was already furmshed
with a table and forms. Newspapers were supplied from divers
individuals, also grativ. Gentlemen at a distance, who take an
intercst m thewundertaking, send London and ather papers daily 3
many papurs have come even from Amernica and India, the gift
of natives of the town; in short, the quantity of papers which are
contributed is immense. Oun the day of cur visit to the room,
Irom forty to fifty different papers—Enghsh, Scoteh, Irish, Isle of
Man, Jersey, Briush America, United States, Bumbay, and Aus.
tralian—luy on the tuble; the whale fornung quite a feast to the
various readers. We were told that the average attendance daly
1= about fifty persons, moxt of whom however, make two or mure
visits. T'he only expenses incurred are forone or two newspapers,
which it is considered necessary 1o have regularly und promptly.
along wijth two magazines and a review, at haf price,  The pro.
viding of uttendance, and fire in winter, with highte, forms alsu
an unavoidable cause of nutlay ; but it is confidently expected
tnat the voluntary coninbutions dropped into a bux in the room,
and maney from the sale of pupers, will leave only a trifie to be
raiecd by subscription. Admnssion is free to all.  The whole po.
pulation are invited to come und read for nothing; and thisisa
buon of so much value, that ouc coutd reasonably have expeeed
to hear of a greater attendance thun that above alluded 10, The
pleasurcs and advaniages of literary recreation, however, are
everywhere slowly appreciated. - Men accustomed to stand thirty
years in the street with therr hands  their pockets, do not all a1
ance fall in with the fashion of reading newspapers or monthly
pentodicals.  Everything in the way of mental improvement re.
quires ume ; nnd perhaps, after all, httle is to be « xpected from
the old or m:ddle.aged.  ‘The great thing is to prevent the young
frem torming bad habits ; and this, to all appeurunce, is done by
the reading.roumn which we sptak of.  As one mrans of unprove-
ment usually lesds to another, o hbrey has just been addud,
which will greatly promote the vhjects of the iustitution.

‘I'he account of the ahove reading-room will suggest what may
be accomplished in theusands of situations where no place of re.
sort exists, at least for popular improvement. There must be an
incalculable number of newspapers, of one kind or other, wasted
afier beng read  Why should a single paper be destioyed, winle
there are millions of people mentally fameshing for want of any
accessibic hrature 2 Ivery newspaper bears a stamp, und thix
gwves it wings to 8y over the ahoie country.  Without cxpense,
and with no other trouble than the tying of a piece of string, and
the writing of a nzame, off 1t wiil go o uny part of the gnited
Kiunzdom, even to the aubscurest hamict.  Hackmed und uscless
though it seem to the sender, with what delight 1s it received at
s destmanun ! A Tunes, read and tossed as:de i 2 Lundon
counting room, is new te the imhabitants of a village hundreds of
miles distant, and 1s read with an avidity greater than that with
which it was received wet from the press. We wanld, then, en-
dcavour to press on ull persms whe have used newspapers at dis-
posul, the p- wnicty and hencvolence of despatctung them o par-
tics who arc .t in tee way of seang them. Little recommenda
tion, howeve r, will be necrssary.  Most penple would be glad to
find an outlet for what becomes u nuisance i thewr pariours,
What we must incite peaple to do, i3 to get up reading.rooms n
vari -us parts of large towns, and ulso in s il towns and villuges,
to which used papers cuuld be gratuiteusty sent. Let the diree.
tors of these institutions make known their wants to all who are
hikely to assist them—natives of small towns living in cities or




