
OUTIIRI1E')S SERMON. 3

"One knows not what sort of people may be ia an assembly such as this:
and anxious as 1 arn te clear away every obstacle, to reniove every obstruc-
tion froîx Mny path, let me aiso remark that, for another reason, 1 lcol myseif
to-day standing on vantage, grouind. This, although more of a porsonal, is net
less of a ploasant kind. For it, 1 dosire to bu grateful to inan, but cspociaiiy
te Ilin %ivho chooses our lot-the pulpit for the minister, and his place in life
for every mnan; to him whe, in ieaving superier 'nn to obscurity, and raising
others to posts of eminence and conifort, not soldom vrnfles the saying, "The
race is not te the swift, nr the battie to the streng." So it is that through
you~r kindness, and the providence of lm to whom ive commit our wayez,
whoso rod faith bowvs to ia every trial, and whose mercy gratitude owns in cvery
blessing, I arn piaced in circumstances that raise me above ail suspicion.
Evon tho basest and most selflsh man, ho whlose only ainm is bis own aggran-
dizement, and who betrays the meanness of his own mind in his ;unjust and
unfavourable judgment of others, even ho cannot suspect that, wlien I plead
the cause of this fund, I arn animated by any selfish Motive, foir to nie por-
sonally it matters littie or nothing whether this fund prosper or- fail.

"I do netmean to saythaýttie unworthy suspicion of univoîthymotivescan
excuse any minister for shnrinking fromn his duty, or that however much bis
circumnstances expose him to unjust suspicions, or bis faithfuilness te the sian-

dee' la-eli si this, or la any othor Matter, to fail la declaring the
IInurging on is people the dlaim lie bas upon their support, a man in My

place lias 0no reason te bc ashamodt, tlîatclairm is net of gono-osity but justice;
and I say it frankiy, plainly, confidontly, that the ministor of the gospel haî;
the saine moral claini on his people for an adequnto stipend, as flic lawyer bas
on his clients or the physician on his patients, for their fées; as the merchant
has to his profits, the soldier to bis pay, the labourer t) his hard-earned wages.
Do you asic our authority for a claim which some inay think se higl and Loo
confidentiy mnade? L is ne human authority. WVe draw it net frorn the musty.
records et earthly courts, the pages ot council, assembly, synod, or presbytery.
We open the divine word, and there, la 1 Cor. ix. 14, inspired et God's Spirit,
and engrossed in the very deed and body et Christ's last will and testament, 1
read those words: 'LIt is ordained of God, that they Who preach the gospel
should lire of the gospel.'"y

While thus contending for the rights of officiai miaisters te temporal support,
lie reaintains at the saine time that it 13 thjà privilege and the duty of ail the
people ef God te bc workers tegether la the cause et Christ:-

I have neyer theught that the preaching of Christ and. him crucifiedj
is te bu left wbollv te miniisters. This is not our exclusive priviloge
and pleasure. "lThis honour' bave ail lus saints." Wbile it i3 the ofli.
cil privilege z31 some te preach with the lip, it is -the duty et ail todos
wîth something more persuasive even than the lil s of eloquenez. Yeu, Yeu
are to preach with the life,-"lLet him.that hearoth say corne,"1 that is your
vocation. And this sheuld encourage yen te engage in it and pursue it,, that
these sulent sermons-preached from ne puipits, but delivered amid domestie
scones. la the place of tei and business, ivithin the social circle, and oP the
public streets-are often the mest effective. This is the best of ail street.prea-
ching, when people say, ' Ah!1 thora goes a Christian, an Israeiite indeed, in
,whorn there is' ne guile a Mian who wowd rather be the ijured than the
injurer, a-man who would net tell a 15e nor comm~it the smallest fraud te gain
the greatest adranitage, a Inai who goos about doing good, wio bas abig heart
and opèn hand, a heart te love ail and a hand. te help ail he can, Who.
takes the Bible for his ruIe, the Savieur fer his model, and loves bis Lerdin
heaven se well that he loves Fim. ýetter thaun,all else on. earth. ' The pulpit.
preaches ne sermons more effective than âÀdèàh a Iifi aùd conve'rsation. This
clear, constant, beautiful, heavenly, lustreus light la in seoma respects cacu.


