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Aithougli its sunîmiiit is visible
nearly a hutndred miles away, no
writcr had cicig1yneci ta mention it
during ail! thie prececliîg centuries.
Dut thaugh so long unrecagnized,
the - Monarch af the Alps "' Nvas
w'ell able to bide bis timie, and to
disregard the canspiracy aof silence
inito w'hich it waul(l aliaost seeni
thiat tapagyraphers, travellers, andi
die lcariied in general hiad entered
w'ith regard to ii.

Public attention w'as first called
ta thiis district bv twva Englishi
travellers, M\essrs.' WTiindham 1and
Pacacke. who in 1741 paid a visit
ta the Vallev ai the Arve. They
returned ta Geneva ta praclaini
thie marvels af the glacier Des
Bois, the barders of which they
hiad seen, aîcd ta whiich thie' hiaà

ON THIE MERL DE G~LACE.

given tue nanie ai the -Mer (le
Glace, or " Sea of Jce." Strange
ta say, iii the description wilicl
thiese first pioneers have leit us
tliere is nat a xvard regardling the
laitiest ai the Alpine peaks.

In the fallow'inîg year, 174:2, a
liewv expedition. set aut, a party ai
Genevese, incluiding a botaniFt and

a geogyraphiical engineer iianîed
Pierre -Martel. Mie latter xvas
(lesirous af deterniiniing the posi-
tion and elevation ai several peaks.
H-e nmentions tlîree af thien, aniong
the nunber l)eilg 'Ment Blanc,
called also " La M11outagne 'Mau-
dite." " The Accursed M.\ouiîtaiin,"
but did nat attenîpt ta scale its
loftv heiglat.

Anathier tw-enty years elapsed
befare travellers began, ta include
this dlistrict in thieir itinerary. In
the last quarter ai the eighiteenth
century, hawever, twa citizens of
Genleva, «Marc. Theadare Bourrit
and HoJrace Benedict de Saussure,,
surname1 "Tie J-lamer of tlic
Alps," bathi set thieir hlearts withi
equal determnination upan accani-
plishing the ascent af Mant Blanc.
Thev affered a considerable reward
ta aux- anc who would be their
gutide in this undertakin g.

A Vaung inintaineer ai Chiani-
aunlix, Jacques Balmat, wvas (le-
terinied ta be the first ta cauquer
thie mivsterx' ai L\ant Blanc. J-le
began by exploring the glaciers at
its foat. 'Nature led hirn on and
an ta trv and discaver its secrets.
The deep bine depthis ai thie
crevasse struck na terrar inta bis
hecart. He gazed with fearlcss eves
and the caurage ai yauth at ail thie
marvels around imii. Ta thase af
ils x'ho hlave follawed ini bis kteps
Ilc %van(ler i5 that lie xvas b)rave
enoiagh ta face the mautntain sali-
tudes alane.

With a waa(len alpenstock andl a
guide's sack filled with pravisians,
lie started Mien the stars wxere-
tauching, tlie great wvhite damie.
WliTetlîer the terrar ai the deathi-
like stillness (launted ihini, ar the
insuperable difficulties af the raute
lie liad chiosen, this first expedition.
ended iii failure. A number ai
companians affered ta accampany
buii. As far as the Grand Plateau
ail wvent well: thien the courag-e af
ail save Balmat mnelted like the
snow in summer, and tliev leit the
vauiîg noiautaineer ta cantinue bis
perilaus journev alane.

Alaiie, xvith fields ai dazzling
snow an everv side, and surraund-
ed b)v crevasses af unknowiî depthi,
Bainiat î)assed the nighit. In the
darkiiess the tlider of tlîe fallingc
avalanches seemied doublv terrible.
In grapihic words lie teils of the
ho0urs speiît anmid the snaws wliich,


