
Romance of a~ Covuntiy Town. 7

"F rom something lie said, I forget
now whiat. It. is a shame for suceli -a
fellow tc. go to the dogs."

-\NVhlen 1 talli to Iiiii likie a l)utclî
uncle lie declares that lie can stop-

"Until lie starts ag<,ain," said tit
doctor. switelingi a persistent IIy
fronil the lor-se's flaiiii, and before
Millard could go on about his friend,
tic 01(1 ian branclîed off another turn
la the road and gossiped away about
Cairnies' peopile, the cliurcn, polities,
and bis p)atients.

\Villard liad conie out %vith h;n
knowing' that lie would learii from a
reliable source ail about the con-,re-
gation. In return lie yielded up
freely ail desired information about
Iiiinseif auid Mr. Aller, for the doctor
was inquisitive to the iast degree. Il
-%vas iîigh noon before they returned to
Calmnes, and 'Mr. Willard feared hi '-
friend miglit hiave gone to seeli diver-
sion alone, and 2Mrs. Ostrander %vouV<I
thinki him remniss ln giving lier invita-
tion. i"ortunately Fred had just
finishied bis dinner, and ivas sitting -n
Ili- uppcu- balcoiiy, with bis lieds on
the' top rail.

* "We;, 1 would like to know who is
going Lo amuse me." lie e.--claimed.

xvhile you are pliîlandering off svîttî
the sistes-"

"Only witli 'a man ani a brother,'"
pt inl Willard.

Ail the samne, 1 hiave passed a poor
morning. Tliat is a respectable, well-
mannered pumip, but I can't conu-
niune wvith it ail day, and even tht'
rush of business down below lias
wearied me. Three purple calico
aresses, a roliing-pin, and seven nut-
megs sold since nine o'clork, to xny
certain knowiedge. Where is tVie
rural mnissionary society, with tea at
early candie-liglit, and gentlemn
l)ayin g a mite admitted ? You pro-
inîised me wiid, wicked fun of tha!
sort."

-"It begins to-morrow, Hugh, a pic-
nic at the lake."

"*Ail î'iglit, and tiîis afternoon I pro-
pose to cali on you at the p)arsonag-
It is no sort of niatter about you. if
you w'ant to, be away making, pastoral
c-aBs. M1iss Hopkuins ivilI suffiic-
that Titian-biaired girl is Miss H-op'
kiuis, Ls she îiot 2"

F Titian was about a iîunciied wlieri
lhé died-yes, tlîeîe are gray-liairFi!
niaidens in the congregation."

"Sec lýere now, if 1 neyer saw an
oie, mastt>r la the flesh (niy flesi), 1
h*now the red-yeilow%-lhaired girls

that weî'e ai the go in Venice, ana

"Be stiHl," saiti the minister. "If

you stay bei-e, just renit liber that
there are proprieties that one of us
nitist have regard to-"

0 f course, l'Il leave every prune,
picie, an1d prism to you."

-No, youi woii't, rired ;you wvill put
a curb to that tongue of yours, and
i'enieînbe" tlîat-Oh, you know w~eil
enioug-l tîîat our' life hiere can't be
one' big joke."

.No. per-iaps a very little, feebie,
flat onie' asscnted Fred, but lie un-
cl&rstood tiîat \Villard meant h'lni to
-onduct hiniseif w'ith dignity. Frcd
ivas a gentleman by instinct andt" -
in"-,, but he w-as so full of lîilarity that
he often in society forgot thai. Willard
coulid nut romp liike a niotons boy jlist
f recul from sc'nool.

Thle cliosen pienfic g-round xvas on
tiîe lakie shor'e, but flot at the point
neai'est (airnes. It ivas -a grove be-
tw'een a beautiful wvhite-sanded beacil
and a sti'ip of pine w'oods, ami distant
about three miles. By lîalf-past
eleven the following- day everybody
seemed to have arrived on thie spot.
Th'e wvoods re-ecîoed with tue shouts
o! ebuîdren. Ail about the' horse-
shads, roughiy erected, where tîce
wvood ended, ivere the men who haut
been willing to leave their farm-work
for a day's recreation. Many lî'ad
resistpd tue temptation. and $0 tht'
,%vives and sisters far outnumbered
thecu. These last were occupied ac-
coi-ding to age and disposition :the
matrons overlookiag liampers andI
getting dinner ready, the youager
wonien and girls latigliinag chatting.
and enconmaging conversation, wi th
snch yontbs as strayed away from
the less elegant society arouad the
horse-sheds.

Aller', wbo wvas as foul o! little
vanitiR'-. as ever was any girl, bnci
anî'ayed hiaiseif (it beiag-- very warmn)
in an Englisli suit o! white flannel,
aad lie could flot fail to note the ad-
mniration followving surprise that bis
attire excited in the young ladies. The
men ag-i'eed witlî Mi's. Huggins, wiio
ejau-ulated. " Law, Sur. ! a feiiow
dresseul in w'hite ! if lie lîazd oniy worfl
a blup. sasiî and a pinli nosegay, iîc
would liavc been as pretty as Hopc
H-opkins." lowever. tue men soon
fo,!nd thpere was nothing- o! the Ms
Nancy about Aller, and tiîey lik'ed Iiis,
jovial ways. 'Mr. Willard. having-
leuîý w'arned by Mrs. Ostî'ander that
lus buisinie-ss before dinner w'as to
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