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The fraud designed, the purpose dark
And sînite away
Th'le lianils WC lay

Profanely on the sacrcd ark."

Thie election trials iii Canada and else-
wliere liave showvx a shiameful abuse of
this freeuman's privilegre. Those ivlio are
guilty of the crime agrainst the state of
sellingy thecir votes sliould be disenfran-
chised tilt tliey know liow to discliarge
its sacred trust. Too often the influences
enîî>loyed to gain the l)opular vote appeal
flot, to the calm judginent, and higliest
reason, but to prejudice, bigotry and
par ~y feeling. There should be no need
of b2rass bands, torcliliglit processions,
storîny meetings, often accompanied by
scenes of violence, to bring out the vote
of the electors. Mon. should discharge,
this duty as proînitly as thecy ineet a note
at, the bank, and as seriously as tliey go
to chiurchi.

Neverthieless, with every abatenment,
the world lias found no better mode of
expressing tie î>opular wvill, no0 better
svstem iof constituitionaýl governhnient. Mie
ballot, not the Lu!ICe, I.; t.hu truc rh-
of the destinies of mnankind. ]3ettur thie
stormi atid stress of the contested election,
boCtter' tie perfervid elo(luenice of thie
pr'ess and( thie litustings, than the hielpless
stgnai-tioni, than the unvoiced serfdonîi
under a despotie g(>verniment. lu the
mnost, excitable, and revolutioniary comn-
imnmities like France, elections are a

safety-vale, alid oftenl dissipate tho enier-
g-ies wliichi under repression %vould lead
to destructive explosion. 'f lie revolu.
tions of 1789, of 18:30, of 1848 iii France
nogl,,it liave 1>eeii avoi(led liad slie oni-
joye(l freedoin of tlie Iballot.

Thle exp>ansion of the ballot by tlie suc-
cessive Reformi Bis of Great Britain lias
doubtless saved tlie nation froin more
tlian one I)olitical cataclysmi. T lie Rus-
sian Governmiient lins beenl described as.
a despotismi texnpered by assassination.
Thie intrig-ues and nîurders of tlie Seraglio
have often been thc only means of secuir-
i(g reforin ini Turkey. Tlie friglitful
revolutions and wliolesale siaugliters in
the despotic East seeni the only way to
gret rid of obnoxious tyrannies.

It is no fonction of thîis journal to takze
part ini tlie iolitics of tlie day. But it is
unqucstionably our duty and privilege to
recogniize aniid tlie stirringy events; of the
tines the Hand of tlie Supreine Arbiter
of tlie universe, to sec tliat God by His
p)rovidence is reconciling the world unto
Himoiseif. Iii greatnational and moral crises
it is no l(,.q omir dnty to cast our ballot,
for riltos~s n rt.In tliepres-
ence of the great prohiibition question in
Canada-a question tliat dwarfs ahinost
every othier-we sliould demand of the
candidates wlîo seekz our suffrages a pledge
to suppress and destroy tliat greatest sin

agi~God, and crime against, mnia-tlie
hiquor traf li..

TO ENGLAN]).

BY GEORGE LANSING TAYLOR, L. 11. 1).

(On thme prospective uiffication of Australa ani Soli A frica.)

Hail, ighflty 'Motlier of a streimo(us race
lhy giant, chiildi-cen bclt the globe with power,
Anid bear tlîy liglit and freedom as tlieir dlower,

Likie caglets soarimg froni their ncesting- place.
iîîy empire miarchies vi tIi unhrok-en pace,

And -wliethier sonts sliinre fair, or tcînpcsts lovur,
Thv sway still sprcads, tliy strengtli andwl ;ins tower,

AndI grac-c( ami glory ligliten frini thîyfa.
F"or humnail righîts anid hIeave-nly rîghmiteoilmî'sî-

Biencath tliv banners tlirive iii p)eac(Iefll trust,
And dlmwitioi races, raîsed fi-oi shmame aMid mînst,

Copt, Banitu, Boer, H-ilfdît, thv rie shali b>Less
Anid fiee ('olimîbia joinis lier liamul with thIiior
To Icaul, Nvitl thee, c.trtlW- uîmward iuarcli diviine.
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