IIE magnitude of the in-
terests involved to our
Church and country are

sufficient reason for again di-

recting attention to the college

question in the Provinee of On-
tario. We do to on this ocea-
sion mainly to notice the drift
of the discussion en the subject
in the Ontario legislature. There is little
doubt that all who spoke on the question
thought they did so free from bias, and
viewed it entirely on its own merits. Now
we venture to say that every one who utter-
ed a word either for or against exsisting in-
stitutions, did so under the influence of pecu-
liar views, views arising from his individu-
al stand-point. It is rare indeed that men
can be found who have full communion
with truth as ¢ruth ; the very limitations by
which they are almost necessarily surround-
ed narrowing them down to one-sided views.

It is, Vierefore, not ungenerous to remark
that, with the exception of the minister who

opened the discussion, all those who argued
against continuing the annual grant to the
various denominational culleges, were either
gentlemen living in Tcronto or bad previ-
ously some connection wiu University Col-
lege, which they would desire to build up,
perforee, upon the ruins of the other colleges

of the province.

Some of the f.cts and principles invelved
in the statement of Treasurer Wood in
bringing furward his supplewentary csti-
mates may first be mentioned. Instating the
number of graduates in Queen's College, he
is reported in the Glubc of February 26 to
have said that the number of Lawyers was
41, the number of Physicians 27, of Pro-
fessors 5, of Judges 2, whilst the number of
Ministers was S3, from which the inference
was casily deducible that the institution ex-
isted mainly for the cducation of Ministers
for onc particular Church. We are sorry
that we are oblizud to correct this view :
we wish it were as Mr. Wood put it.  The
fact is the colleze was cstablished by the
fricnds of the Church originally for the
purposce indicated, but this is the purpose
1t has least subserved. Whilst it was endow-
ed by the friends of our Church mainly for
the education of ministers, our Chureh has
roaped only a small share of that particular
benefity the number of Divinity students at
any time being but a small fraction of the
total number of students, whilst the doctors
turned cut from it must have been treble the
‘number of ministers. Itis clear that the gen-
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eral community has all along reaped large be-
nefits fiom that which the Church ruised
specially for her own benefit, and it is ra-
ther too bad that it should now be made a
matter of reproach to our Church that she
made these suacrifices which have resulted
for the goud of the community. The bur-
den of Mr. Wood's argument agninst conti-
nuing the allowance to the coliege under
denominational control, is that, by so doing,
the minor sects in the country would be
obliged to suffer great hardship in contribut-
ing to the support of institutions from
which they receive no direct advantage.
He tells us that the aggregate population
of the scets represented by the denowmina-
tional colleges is ubeut S97,000, whilst those
scets that have no such institution number
about 499,000. Now, did it never strike
the Hon. T'reasurer of Outario that his ar-
gument cuts two ways?  Two-thirds of the
population of the province as it was con-
stituted in 18ol, according to his own
showiny, desire to have their superior
education given under certain condi-
tions, the remaining one-third under en-
tirely different conditions, and the whole
question i this, whether the tico-thirds or
the one-third shall control the policy of the
state. Mr. Wood pretends to be a reformer,
and the reformers pretend that it is one of
their principles to give cffect to the wishes
of the majority. How, therefore, can he re-
concile his reasoning with the alleged fun-
damental principle of his party 2 Heas-
sumes that the majority of the people of the
province are epposed to these annual grants,
but the member for Welland, we think, an-
swered him weil in saying that in the fact
of every administrativn for the last twenty
years having bestowed these grants, there
was proof presumptive to the contrary, and
we mistake not if Mr. Woud shall not 1ind,
befure he is dune with the question, that he
has not gathered well the public opinivn
upon it. It is true that the opponents of
the grants have been the noisiest—have been
the most furward and blatant in stating
their views—as they are naturally demago-
gues, and their very life is bound up in agi-
tation , but in propurtion as those believing
in he propriety of aiding the sectarian col-
leges, as they are called, are quiet and un-
demonstrative in their nature, it is danger-
vus to trifle with them, as Mr. Wood may
probably find ou’. to his cost if he attempt
t carry out the pulicy fureshadowed in his
speech.

The only other speech on the subiect
to which we would advert is that of



