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tial difference between giving denomin-
ational grants to Roman Catholies and to
other religious bodies, as the management
of Roman Catholic schools will inevitally
fall into the hands of the monks and nuns.
These are the views enterisined by many
of the most enlightened Roman Catholics in
Ireland.  Numerous meetings have been

held on the subject, as it was feared, and |

not without reason, that the government
were about to yield to the clamours of
a faction, which does not represent the opin-
ion of even the Roman Catholics of Irelund,
but whose policy is dictated from Rome by
the party which secks, not the good of the
nations among which it has its emissaries,
but the advancement of Iapal authority.
As to the National Schools, the Bishops

complain that the children are not free to -
mark themselves with the sign of the cross; ¢

that the images of our Divine Lord and his
blessed mother arc kept under lock and key;
they demand that in Catholic schools, the

teachers, books and inspectors shall be Catho-

lie, and subject to the veto of the Cutholic
Bishop; they wish the model schoals to be
done away with, and the buildings to be
turned into training schools for Reman
Catholic teachers; aud they hiave supgested
that, as the Protestants arericher than the
Roman Catholics, they shall be taxed for
them. These proposals were actually under
consideration by the government, but the
secret was divulged, and public fecling be-
came aroused. The General Assembly of
the Irish Presbyterian Church met, and
passed resolutions condemmatory of the
scheme: the press spoke out. Meetings in
Scotland have made it cvident that the pro-
posed changes would meet the strongest
oppesition. Parliament has given siyms that
it would not consent 1o the demands of Dr.
Cullen. The Church of Englind has also
spoken; and Mr. Whittle. 2 Roman Catholie,
has published a remarkable pamphler expos-
ing the policy and designs of the Irish
Ultramontanes.  There the matter rests
for the moment.  The action of the «overn-
mient has heen staved.  Is it likely the
designs of the Romish Bishops will be
abandencd ?
A remarkable similarity of design may
be scen between the action of the Papal
arty in Ircland and the same party here,

cvidencing a preconcerted mavement direet- |

ed from a centrad point.  Ilere, however,
as we have remarked. the movement mects
with but little opposition.
machinery of the schoel <ystem s under
the control of the priests, the present Super-
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‘ intendent beinz notoriously but a tool in
their hands. The Council of Public In-
’ struction, » mere nominis uml ra, sanctions
! whatever books it is told to authorize for
| use in schools; and in a British Colony
; works full of treasonable scntiments are
» coolly placed in the hands of the children
¢ of British subjeets by a public Board, ewing
its existence to the appointment of a Brit-
!'ish Government. What the Ultramontanes
y desire to do in Ireland hasalready been done
, here; the Common School system has been
. a3 really abolished asif an Act to that effeet
had been passed by the Legislature. Even
Roman Catholics complain of this state of
things ; but their voice is stifled, for nomi-
. nal Protestants; Gallio like,  care for none
tof these things.” Lay teachers are dis-
missed, and their places supplied by monks
(Friéres Chrétiens) and nune, who are, by
a special clause in the School Act, exemyt
froin examination by apy Board of examin-
" ers, and placed entirely under the control
of the Bishops. This state of things has
- drawa forth many and bitter remonstrances
from Roman Catholics themsclves ; but
- the convenient pretext of its being a reli-
gious question has served as a good cxcuse
for not interfering. The last representa-
tion of this kind which we have seen 1 2
petition from the County of Sheflord. where
! the system of the Superintendent of Eda-
cation is being carried out.  The preamble
of the petition Is as follows:

To the Honouralls P. J. 0. Chauvcau, Superine
tendent of Eduration i Low r Canada.
Honotrante Swo—We. the undersigned in-

habitants of the * School Municipaiity of Shef-
| ford. County of Sheflord,” professing the Ruman
i Catholic religion, deeply regret that an order
has lately emanated from your office, that is
well caleniated (aithough no doubt nuinten-
tionalls) to engender sirife and discord ameng
our wmixed population. that have herctofore
blended and lived so united and happy to-
gether—said order dividing our schoois le-
tween two Sehool Inspectors—ont visiting and
examining the schaols. bavieg a Roman Ca-
thoiic majority—the other visiting and examin-
ing the schools having a Protestant majority,

We beg leave to remind yeu, Honourable
Sir, that this is creating an invidious distine-
tion, unpecessary and uncatled for, and wiii
eventually, if persisted in, creale and cause
strife and discord amongst our mixed popula-
tion that hoth Catholics and Protestanis weunld
deeply deplore.

The preamble speaks for itsclf, and any
comment upon it would only weaken the
force of the appeal.  Will 1t be listened
to? That is not the least likely. Modt
probably no answer will be returned. or if
there should be one, some other point wiil



