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‘Constantine and lasted ten centuries ; ja vast majority of the relics of Gatholic
the present stately -edifice was begun b) { churches are not what they are by many
Clement V., dand completed by ("emcnt suppo:ed to be,” but no doubt whatcver
XIi. Over the grand front isa balus- | can eaist in regard to the genuinenessof
trade supporting fen colossal statutesof ' tms, gxcept that pertammv to all thing
saints, with one of our Saviour in the of the truth of which we have to rdy
middle. Inthe piazza standsa magni- upon human testimony ; the most jeal-
ficent obelisk of the epoch of the Pha- | ous serutiny and rescarch in regard to
Taohs, taken from the Temple of the itshistory, have only tended to estabiish
Sun, at Thebes, to Alexundria, by  itsauthenticity. It would have bee
‘Constantine, and brough. from thenee strange, indeed, if the disciples and in.
%o Rome by hisson Constantius. It is’ mediate followers of our Saviour, had
of -the red Syene granite, cov ered with | failed to preserve so interesting a relie
hieroglypbics in six verticle columns. {as tie cross on which he was crucified ;
Of the twelve Egyptian obelisks which { nor is it wonderful that portions of i
adorn the city, this is the ﬁneat and ; should have been preserved in the e
largest. pitai of the Clristian world to the pre.

The intetior of the church is enrich- | sent time.  Many persens who, on or
ed iyith superb pillars, and other mar- ' dinary testimony, yield a ready asseat
bles taken from various ancient Roman | (o the authenticity of medals, scuiptures,
templess one of its chapels, the Corsi- 1 and other antiquities of a much earlier
ni; s c\tremely magpnificent, being par- | period than that of the erucifixion, mani-
ticularly rich in scn)pture, and con- ! fest a seitled determination to reject
taining the wost beautiful sarcophagus;every the strongest proof of the genuine-
Lnown to exist; it was taken from the | ness of the sacred rilicsof the church.
Pantheon, and was once the tomb of | The sertimental piety which regards
Agrippa, but now contains the ashes of | these treasured memorials with rever-
Clement X1I. ence, doubtless leads in most cases 10

By St. John Lateran ¥s the Scela|genuine devotion. No Catholic consi-
Sanata, in which isa marble staircase of | ders his devotion to any special relic
twenty-cight steps, brought by Constan- | as a necessary part of religion.  The
tine from the palace of Pilate at Jerusa- ; lamented Bishop England says, “our
lem.. These steps; sanctified by our'principle regarding sacred relics, is,
Saviour’s having ascended and de-! that in religion they are to be held in
scended them, the faithful only mount ! veneration, corresponding to that in
on their Knees, and so worn have they | which ickens of affection and memorials
become by the multitude who’continu-, of endearment are preserved in well-
-aly seek-thus to ascend them, that 1t!revu!aled and virtuous families. How
dhas been found necessary to cover them | § often is some delicious feeling indulged
wxﬂn wood Near the Scala Santa is’ apart from the intrusion of thc stranger,
2he b'mhca of Santa Crocein Gerusa-| rcvardmtr that which to him would ap-
Teome, famous for containing 2 ton- \peara irifle? A ring, a book, even 2
Sxi}prabienpomon of the holy cross lock of hair, from that head whxch in
which: was brought from Jerusalem |
‘Jy ﬂ:? Empress Helene, t’he wothcr *This is 2 mere assertion of the writer, which
ol\(‘onsiamw It,ls well knowny that sxc take leave to deny.—Ep.




