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" THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Dec. 24.

So near Christmas business has of
course been quiet this week with the
wholesale houses, except in some spe-
clal lines such as fruits. The retail
trade. however, Is now having its har-
vest, and the city retail trade prom-
ises to show up well for the season.
Very fine stozks of holidny goods are
being stown in Whunpeg this year,
curpassing the efforts ol most past
years In  this direstion. With the
jobbers the month ol December as a
whole will exceed last year in  the
volume of business, in afmost every
branch of trade. thus making up to
some extent Tor the falling off in the
fall months, as comparel with last
year. Clearing house returns of Iate
weeks cocttinue to shiow a consider-
able gain over the corresponding
weeks of last year, which will also
go toward malking up the falling off
in the fall moaths in bank clearings
here. The grain movement is npot
. large when measured by Jhe quantity
of wheat yet held in  the country.
tut the December movement is Inrger
than for the same month a year ago.
Last year, it must ULe remembered,
the great bulk ol the crop was
nandled before the close of naviga-
tion., while this year the bulk of the
.cyop has not yet moveid forward.
Wheat is21to 3¢ higher in the coun-
try -markets ‘this week, but still the
" téndency amoug the farmers is to
.old on to their grain. Land sales
are also reporied to be large for the
time of year, December usually belng
about the quictest month in this as
in most other lines. ‘The inereased
business dong in December this year
compared with last, is to some ex-

tent at least, basiness which has
been hield Dback Dby the late grain
movement.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeyg, Saturday, Dec. 24

(All Qquotations, unless othorwisoc specl-
fied, arc wholesalo for suclh quantitics
as-arc usually takea Ly retall doalers,
and aro subject to the usual reduction
on large quantitics and to cash dis-
counts.)

DRUGS.

The market for drugs is quict. The
few hues which are suitabie to the
holiday tr.dc have been in goova de-
‘mand, but geucrally speaking vastiuess
is quiet, and prices remain uth:hanged
as given on anothar page.

GROCERIES.

The market is quiet this week.
Sugars are unchanged. Teas are fiem.
Now dates are seillng at 1-2¢ higher
than quotations for old stock. Sul-
tana ralsins are held 1c lngher. Lard
is Tfirm. Oatmeal easier.

GREEN FRUITS.

This has ul course Le2n o busy week
with the fruit trade, and the Xmas.
trade 2as keen a good ong. The mild
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THE.COMMERCIAL

waather .has- been. spacially [avorable
for thls trade. There have been.)ib-
eral supplies of oranges in, both in
pavels and Mexicans and prlves ~are
lower on both varleties. The demaul
has been largely for navels, thougzh
the Mexican fruit is good quallty and

by some censidored the nicest for con- '

sumption. Some fine navel steck is
thoawn, A few 1ew lues ep-cially for
Niugs market have been vrougth in,
including  {atawba grapes, in fan~y
Laskets, wh.eh have sold at $3.50 per
crate of 15 baskets. Some very fan.y
AMalaga grapes have also been offered,
at S12 for extra fancy heavy kegs,
$10 for geod ordinary sizes, and $S
for comion stozk. New importations
of sweel potatces are offerinx at $3
per barrel.  Unfrozen cranberries are
sarce.  Good unirozen stozk has teen
offerel nt $3 per barrel.  New Pecan
nuts have arrivel.  Further rcceipts
of new almonds have also come to
hanid and prices are 2¢ lower. New

steck in winter pears has alo
been recelved. Prices arve: Call-
fornia navel oranges, S$1.50 to

$3, as to slze, Mexican oranges, $3.75
to £4.50 box: bananas, per bunch, 53
to $2.50, as to size: Messina lemous,
£1.50 to 83 bux. Untario apples, or-
dinary winter stock, $3.50 to 54, us to
quality: fancy stock, $4 to $1.50 per
barrel, Almesia grapes, $3, $10 and
$12 per kez as to quality and size:
Catawba grapes, $3.50 per crate of
fiftcen 38 Ib. baskets; winter Nelles
pears 83 box; ceste:r penrs §3.50 bosx;
cranberries, unfrozen, $3 per harrel:
sweet potatoes, $5 per barrel. votoa-
nuts, S1 a dozen: Siclly filberts, large
11 to 12c¢ per pound: Grenoblé wal-

nuts, 15¢. Tarragona  almonds,
1dc: peanuts, green, 10c: roaxt.
e, 12¢c. pexan muts, 12¢ 1b.: shell-

ed nalnuts, 2¢1-2 to 26z per pound:
stratued honey, S 1-2 to 9¢ per pound:
maplo sugar, 11 to 12c¢: apple cvider,
335¢ per gallon in barrels and half bar-
rels  California figs, in boxes o[ ten
bricks, §2 per DLox; datés, 71-2¢
pee peund; cclery, 40c¢ ' per dozen
bunches. *
TIARDWARE.

Wholesale dealers are expericucing
a period of quietness, which is usual
at this thne of the year. Beyoud a
Jittle movement in lines which are in
demand for Christmas purposes thiore
are no urusuil features: Prices re-
main unchanged at quotations given
clsewhere. <

PAINTS, OILS AXD GLASS.

Interest s centred in the situation
of turpentine. Th2 advance o} Z2¢
notea in these columns jast week has
been followea by another «f e, which
makes ths price now 70c¢c per »llon
for barrel fots and 7i¢ per gallon for
lest cuantitles.  The position of tur-
peatine fn castern markets Is very
strong owing to the heavy exports—
comei hing like 1-£000 barrels having
gene to England, and the old country
markets this year—and to the active
demand from alt parts of this con-
tinent. As far as production s von-
ceraext It may be srid that this year's
crep was a good one.  Window ilass
is alse very firm in this market, and
it does not scem poscible that any
reduztions can take place until next
spring. as the stocks held are very
small.  Business gencrally is quict and
prices unchanged.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.
WHEAT—The weck ending to-day
has shown more activity In the mar-
kets than has been for some time,
and perhaps all the moro so that it

was qulte. unexpected, | With. the ap-
proach ot tho Christmus and Ko
Year holldays, a scason of” quleties.
was antfcipated, but tlie unexpeete
has aguin happencd. At tho cud .
last weck the markets closed flat au .
unintéresting, after a  counslderab..
show ot strength for a few Jays pro-
vioudly., oOn Monday they opcn..,
with Luropean markets stronger, au.,
slightly hizher, and the Amerlean mi
kets fotlowed, active and irreguiar.
but galning strength.  Tuesday saw
TLiverpoo. slightly lower, and Cnju .
States markets were slow  and jost
1-2 te 8-dc¢.per bushel.  Wednesdav
al! European markets were Jower sx-
cept Paris, but the American imar-
kets, after opening easler and remai-
ing qulet -the most part of the sesslun
turned strong, and at the close had

gamed 3-4¢ to 11-4 over the close of

the day before. ‘The priucip.a! caye.
ol strength seemed to be the inerense
of gpeculative buying in Chicago and
otlier markets. Porhaps the wan
factor v fnittating the advance, was
the raport ot continued wet weather
in Argentifia. where harvest is pio.
gressing.  The latest reports dre of
a more favorable character, better
weather huavinz returned, but tha
gatheritig of the crcp is a week ¢
twoe later than, usual, and anless th
weather to follow remains prop.tivas
moure delay anl probably considergh, .
damage may re.ault, to what wag ..

.doubteldly & very pramising crep ony

three weeks ago. On Thursday any
yesterday Ameriean markets contig.
ueld stieng amd active, and the oo
fhywed & gain of 2c per hushel .o
the wesk. It is to te noted that Fpu.
1i h ang continental markets have
searcely re ponded te the adtance i
th2 markets liere, asLiverpaol, for m:.
stanze, only shows a gain on the vwe i
eaya! {6 3-2¢  per, Tm,'h"l. Worl I
sh'psnents were 7,200,000 bushels tut
there was an Increase on osran pa..
sage of over a million bushels, The
American v'sib’e «vpp'y *h-wel an in-
creare of 3,821,000 twshels, .2 vesiy
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MOST DESIRABLE FOR ALL &
KINDS OF BUILDINGS &

OUR.... .

T JETAL FRONTS
. U

METALLIC CORNICES

SKYLIGHTS, Etc.

o
A

Make a most handsome finish—
can be easily applied, and Jgive
fire-proof, durable protection.

They can't be .cqualled for
economy and fine effect.

Send for our catalogue before

building, aud -find out all about
these lines. )
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Metallic Roofing Company
1155 KING 51:. \_\;..'ronoi\‘1'<)
Tios. l:lx.gcx, Agent, Winnipeg,
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