Oregon and {Washington stato mil-
lers are buylig their wheat compar-
atlvely very much lower than has
been paid for wheat in Manitoba. As
o consequence, the millers of the
Paclfic coast states are giving the
Manitob:x millers . very harag time of
it In the British Columblia coust mark-
ets. One leading miller sald that they
had been selling flour in British Col-
umbia at less than cost, In order to
hold their trade, and they had lost
as much as $3C per car on shipmeonts
to the coast. In fact, the way mat-
teres now stand 1t looks, hie said, as if
they would have to abandon the
coast markets. The Washington and
Oregon millers nre also supplying
large orders for the Klondike trade
at figures which would make a heavy
loss to Manitoba millers, based on the
price pald for wheat here. The Manl-
toba millers are feellng the reduvction
in the «uty very keenly, in thelr
struggle to compete with cheap Pa-
cific coast states’ wheat.

Another complaint from Manitoba
millers Is to the effect that the Unit-
ed States Klondike relief expedition
will admit n large quantity of flour
from the Paclfic coast states into
Canadian territory free of duty.

An absurd statement appeared in
some of the papers recently to the
effcet that Ontario millers were be-
ing called npon to supp’y flour for the
Klondike. Any person possessing cnly
slight knowledge of commercial con-
ditlons would at once realize the ridio-
ulous nature of such a statement.
When Manitoba millers cannot com-
pet2 with the Pacific coast mi'ls, liow
could it ever be possible to ship flour
from Ontarlo, thereby adding 21,500
mileg morp of o railway haul to the
cost of laylng down the flour at Pa-
cific coast naints.

GETTING TO KLONDIKKE.

Many people are straining thelr fn- -

genulty to invent ways of getting to
the northern gold fields, Via the
overland route from IEdmbvnton, the
usual way is to take pack horses.
Some, however, it is said, are taking
oxen. The oxen will bo used to haul
supplies by cart as far as the carts
can be used. After the rougher coun-
try is reached Turthier north, the carts
will be abendoned hnd the oxen will
be transformed into pack animals.
During the sulmmar seas.n it Is bellev-
ed the oxen wiil be able to rustle
their Yiving all the way through, and
will be saleable for food when the end
of thie journcy is reached. E. F.
Hutehings, bt Winnipeg, hus
fitted out some parties with liarness,
saddles, etc,, wlo are golng in this
way. L Yo v gy
The nbst remarkable cutf{it which
has yet started for the Klondike, was
a party of knglish gentlemen who
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passed through Winnipeg not long
ago. 'This was tho party which The
Commereinl previously referred to ny
having brought baled Loy along with
them, when they could have bought
it at half the price here or at Edmon-
ton, and saved frelght. This party,
it is sald, was heavily stocked with
Iltquots, the ‘“wine lst” including no
Jess than 756 tases of champagne., At
Calgary, it is said, a, part of the sup-
ply of lquors was exchanged for food,
the supply of the latter having been
short. The party started with $75,-
000, but the bulk of this had been
cxpendeil before Edmonton was reach-
ed. A number of British military men
were said to be in the party, but they
appeunred to have scarcely the faintest
idea of the necesslties and require-
ments of a nortiiern trip. Men who
4

ROBERT MUIR

President Winnipeg Grainand Produce
Exchange

are totally unused to roughlng it, and
who require a wholesale supply of
llquors along with them, are not like-
Iy to make o huge success of it mining
in the Arctic regions or thereabonts,

ROBERT MUIR.

Robert Muir, of R. Mulr & Co., prest-
dent-eclect of the \Vlnnmeg‘_Gmlu Tix-
change, may almost be “Considered a
native of Manitoba, as he located here
in the early days of the opening of
the West. JMr. Muir came to Winni-
peg iu 1878 and cngaged in the mu-
chinery business, devoting his atten-
tion mainly to mili and other heavy
machinery. He founded the business
now so0 energetically carried on by
Stuart & Harper. It was but a step
from mill building to carrying on a
wmllling business, and in 18386 Mr. Muir
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began the operation of a flour mill at
Shoal Lake, Man., which he had bullt
that year. In 1892 this mill was
moved to Gladstone, a point further
enst on the the Manitobn and North-
western railway, thereby ensuring a
morce Itberal supply of wheat and
cheaper fuel, This inill ling teen oper-
ated steadily slnce it was established
at Gladstone. It has a capacity of
160 barrels per day.

Mr. Muir sold out his machinery
business In 1891, but continued to
keep an office in the city and since
he cetablished the mill he has also
carrfed on a general grain busitess,
Mr .Muir Is o popular member of the
Grailn Exchange and his election will
glve general satisfaction.

Inabllity to secure a photo in time,
prevented the production of the ac-
companying cut of Mr. Muir, along
with the annual report of the Grain
ixchange, which was published last
wezk in The Commerelal.

UNITED STATES COTTON
INDUSTRY.

The cut 1n wages in the New England
cottou m lis went into effect on Mon-
day last. The cut includes about
fifty, mills fn the ix states, of wideh
New Pedford, Lowell, Pawtucket, Fall
River, Manchester, Salem, Biddeford,
Burlingten apd Fitchburg are somo of
the prinecipal manufacturing points.
24 some ol the ¢ points the reduction
in wages wais made previous to AMon-
day. Tho reduction in wages rangos:
mostly about ten per cent. At New
Bedford the operatives rcfu ed the re-
duction, and about 49,000 hands went
out. At &ome otlier po'nt; the oper-
atived have gone out, while at somo
of tho smaller placa: the hands have
nceepted the cut.

British Columbia Business
Review.
Vanco. v, January 18th.

On cortain hours every day the
streets of Vancouver and Vietoria
present the aplrearanc: of a fair. Hun-
dreds of Xlondikers have arrived and
are onifitting. Interested parties have
rersistad in stating that Vaneouver
could not outilt 1,000 people at a,
tim?, nor Victoria cither, for that
matter. The absurdity of the state-
ment was Nustrated yesterday when
Mr. Tuttle of Chicago, signed a con-
tract with the Hudson's Bay Co.,
whereby the company is to outfit
2,000 men or over at Vaucouver,
which wil necessitate the expendi-
ture of somzthing like §500,000, and
this is only a small fraction of what
tho Hudson Bay and other firms will
outfit. The man who could make the
statement that the Canadian Pacific
coast i8 not ow the eve of prosperity,
must be short-sighted, indeed. Busi-
ness in all lines continues to steadily



