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THE COMMERCIAL.

——

the only result of traffic interruption, and even
this is not very marked. 1ln nrovisions there
has been a slightly improved feeling al! round.
Meats have been in fair demand, with prices
slightly firmor. The higher grades of butter
were in better demand during the past week
than at any tine since the opening of 1885,
There isstill no demand for poor quatitics, how-
ever, aud stocks of these 2re now heavy.

WHEAT.

Offerings were sinall, and neither buyers nor
sellers scemed inclined to press sales. Prices
arc as follows: No. 1 spring, 81 to 82¢; No. 2
spring, S0c; No. 2 fall, §2¢; No. 3, $0c.

OATS.

This was scarce, but advanced in price, with

good demand. Car-lots are quoted at 3dc.
On the street as high as 37¢ has been pad, and
in good demand at that figure.

BARLEY.

The movement in this market has Leen slow
and offerings were light du.ing the wecek.
Prices are, however, firm at No. 2, 65¢; extra
No. 3, 65¢; No. 3, 6lc.

RYE.

Rye has shown no change, is still inactive,

snd nomiually unchanged av 56c.
PEAS.

There has been a steady demand all week at
steady prices; offerings, howeve, were small.
No. 2 sold at 61¢ m car-lots, and more wanted
at this figure; street receipts unchanged at
fiom 57 to 60c.

POTATOES.

Receipss in car-lots have beea light, and were
cagerly taken at 35¢.  Street receipis were also
light, and have been selling at steady prices ot
from 40 to 45c.

EGGS.

The receipts of limed eggs daring the week
were heavy, but the demand for them has been
very slow, aud prices were weak at from 15 to
16c. Fresh-laid have been in good demand,
and all offerings were quickly taken at 21¢ for
round lots, and 23 to 27¢ for small lots.

CHEESE.

Prices are unchanged, and  all lots on hand
are siill firmly held for better prices.  Quota-
tions are as follows: Medam, 1li¢; chowce,
12%c.

RBUTTER.

There has been a steady demand maintained
all week for good qualitics, and these were
taken at steady prices as fast as offered, at from
174 to 1S¢ {or chowce danry, and from 14 to lde
for 1olls. The demand for poorer qualities is
unchangea, and these have been selling in small
lots at 5 and Ge for giease.

PORK.

The demand still continues hight, and prices

rerrain urchanged at from §15.50 to 16.
BACON.

Bacon isstill inactive, and all sales hrvebeen
of a very light character  Pricesare unchanged
and as follows: Long clear, S} to Sic; Cum-
berland, 7ic; and rolls, 10 to 10ic.

HAMR,

The demand for smoked has been less active.
Prices, however, arc uuchanged at 113 to 12¢.

LARD,

Thero has beea a steady demand for job-lots,
aed prices aro unchauged and firm at 93¢ for
tinnets, and 10 and 10ic for amall lots.

TOUCLTRY.

No box-lots were received the past week and
none expected.  Street receipts were light, and

rices firr at §1 to 125 for hen tuskeys, and

1.50 to 2 for gobblers; geese, cach 73¢ to §1;
fowls, 65 to SO0c per pair; ducks, §0¢ to §1.

APPLES,

Market receipts have been small.  From
$1.50 to 1.62 has Leen paid by deawers for ship
ment.  Prices are as follows, Common to gouod,
$1.25 to 1.560; choice, $1.75 to 2.

Commercial Summary.

General traffic has been again gieatly iuter-
rupted at the west by the sevece cold weather
and snow which bave pievailed. Advices to
Bradstreet's from Chicago intumate that the in-
terruption to the distribution of merchandise
and to the movement of produce destined to
the seaboard, together with tne damage done
to railways by deteations and otherwise, a.e
greater than have been geneaally made publie.
Un yestenlay afternoon rvads iunuing ous of
Chicago were still vefusing freight at any rate,
owg to the blochade, Geaeral trade at Chi
cago, of course, has been reduced fuquite small
proportions, The delay to trausportation has
been serivusly felt also at St. Louis, Cindinnati
aud throughout the Northwest. The usual
winter dalluess characterizes commercial vpera-
tions at St. Louis, which Las been intensified
by causes alrveady outlined. The only excep-
tion 13 found in a shightly facreaged demand for
dry goods. There is no gaia ia the volume of
trade at Cincinnati, and advices from cities
west of the Mississippi River report no anima
tion it business circles and no signs of improve
ment.  The week’s busiaess i Plaladelphia i
aeneral hnes has Leen on the basis of for imme-
diate requirements only, though there is said
to be a firmet fecling there as to values i: most
lines. At Boste theonly encouraging features
reperted are a Lecter dewaud for leather, with
an advance of ic ou some grades, and 2 steady
demand for dvy goods. It ic added that Jhe
tendency of brown cottons is upward, and on
some an advance of from je to deisasked. On
the other hamly.someof the larger Lowell
and Lawtence willsare threztemug toshut
down if raw cotton docs wot become chicaper or
the fiwished article dearer.  Notwithstanding
the scasuvn's stoppages and reduced wages, New
England cotton-mill treasurers are said to be
coming to the conclusion that they are mahmg
no money at all.  In New York general busie
ness lacks vitality. Thete is complaint in all
lines that sales are behind  those of a yea ago.
In dry geods the movement 1s fair; but new
sales were somewhat ciiecked by the weather
add the gradual completion of jobbas’ prepa-
rations. Prices of textles are generally firm,
notwithstanding the competition of sclling
agents. Cotton contrrets have been dull and
neglected.  They mamfested some firmuess and
activity yesterday beeause of the small receipts,
There 13 no improvemesrt in the iron tiade cast
o™ Wesw, exeept what can be gathered from an
advance in the price of nuils by the combina.
tion controlling their manufacture. Nominal
prices of wmw and weichant iron can be shaded,
The severe weather has readered the iron tiade
at the vast, if possibte, more than wsuully dull.
The repotted urprovement in the anthracie
coal trade 13 entively in domestic szes, and 13
exaggerated at that,  Pezroleum closed at 70¢
~—about where 1t did a week ago—and 13 still
weak, waiting the result of the new we'ls sooa
to come w in the Thorn Creck district. Wheat
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is dull and neglected, and Indian-com by
but propottionately little more st utg
potts are smaller, and speculators huifyy
Wucat closes at 92¢(No. 2 red}in ey,
Indian-corn at 57hc (No. 2 mixed)  aloay
per bushel each on the week. (huu.xy;a;
have not shown auny improvemut, led
from the country is limited; prices sule gyl
Dairy produce is tame, with indicatioos¢
tuer weakness, The consumptive denay
wool has been mostly gauged by the
wants of the mills; but values iu all m
have been wmaintained with unabatd
dence. Kentucky tobacco continues yua ¥
firns at New York, aund strong an1 anzay
the west. There were 273 fwlures o
Uaited States during the past wolk e
Bradstrect’s, as compared with 330 inth ;
cuding weeh, and with 243, 221, aul I3
spectively in the corresponding ks o 1
1553, and 1852,  About 87 per cout. weely
of small traders, whose capital was [ <
$3000. Canada had 34, a decrease of4.
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Canadian Pogtal Business.

According to the ceport of tre poimd
general for the fiscal year ended 3ut}
1884, the extension of the poestd
throughout the provinces of the I
shows continued progress. Four huelg.
forty-two additional post-offies were
lished, making the total number inge
on lst November, 1883, 6537 Ma!
has been organized ou 2488 addition=
post route; and, besides placing nuila
n.w post routes, increased frequencytu¥s
given to the commuunications v nay J
alieady in existence. Under the opend
these improvements the annual wail tardf.
been inercased by 1,421,195 wites. Tt
of the number of letters, pest cards,aig
articles of mail matter passing thzif.
post-office shows a material uugeesy

i

accompanied by increase both of ez
cxvpenliture, and naturally demandsa
sponding enlargement of the  amznts
say for carrying on the work wad f2
vizing its performence. Nivarimadd
been perfected for extending the os
of remittauce by money-orders he twes
and other conntries.  Maney wrders &y
be exchanged with Fiance, Swed,)
Denmark, and the Netherlands, and g
with all Biitish possessions und fiding
tries with which the Brtivh pestsSak
noacy-or der arrangements  There fak
general increase in the meney order <
both domestic and foreigp  The tetd
of issues of all kinds was $10 067 My~
pared with a similar total «of NGORCH 2
preceding year.  The tra sactins MR-
office savings bank have alwo eonsiledy
creased during the year, th nomberd
tors having riser from G100 @15 -
66 652 in 1884, whilst in hesame & ol
amount held ia deposit ha inzasid.
§11,976,237 to 813,245,532 :
REVENUE AND P\$ i MITTEE
The poatal revenuo in 1nM was &8
For the previoue year endd 30th Jes
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