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THE CRITIC

CITY CBTMES.

Tue LricesterRsHIRE Going,—The timo is fast approaching for tho
Loicostershire Regiment to bid a long farewoll to our fair city and the
many frionds they havo made during their sojourn hore. Noodless to
soy their doparture will bo regrotted by a large numbor of 1lalifoxinns,
ladios in tho upper circle who have found tho oflicers society very ac-
coplablo, and maids at tho foot of tho socinl ladder, who have yielded their
hoarts to tho soldierly fellows in brilliant uniforms, will alike sorrowfully
say farewell. The officers have formod many warm friendships with gentle-
mon of Halifax, who will alwayazejoice to hear of their prosperity and sucoess,
snd sympathise with sny who may meet sorrow in their onward march. Tt
iﬁ_gow nesrly two yeara sicco tho steamsbip Oronfes carried away tho West

iding.

Cnoose THE VERY ONE TEAT YoUu Love Besr.—I wonder if tho boys
and girls of to-day are not intercsted in St, Valootine's Day. I am quite
porsusded that the young men and maidens do not count upon the custom
83 6 means of revoaling their sentiments one to the other as they did in days
of yore. Our fathers and mothoxrs toll some exceedingly pretty and decidedly
romantio tales of the celebration of tho festival of good old St. Valentine in
their youthful days, and perhsps if oven the most unsentimental of us were
to look among his or her childhood's * keepsskes,” one or more flowor-deck-
ed, gauzy productions would come to light, little epistles which at one time
causod a flatter in a little heart, and even at this late day would peichance
briog to memory a dainty wee sweet-heart or a etsuuch young gallant I
notice that a few shop windows bave been decorated with a profusion of
what is commonly known as * ugly valentines,” That the arlistio love tokens
should havo become obsoleto, and theso bideous, meaningless, unrefined
Bpecimens remain to remind us that St. Valentine's day has como again, seoms
a state of affairs uncreditable to s}l concerned. The custom of sending these
offensive caricstures to snlique maidens or cructy bachelors, to fiiends or
enemies, may furnish amusement to unkiod spirits or thoughtless children,
but the recipients thereof are not fo likely to recogniz> any joke whatever,
and it sometimes takes but a litlle arrow, carelessly shot, to wound a sensi-
tive heart. I would say to the boys and gitls, refrain from any *“fun® that
18 likely to hurt another, and I would heartily adviee the beaux of Halifax
to revive tho ancient and pretty custom of sending appropriste valentines to
their specisl lady friends on the 14th of Fabruery. Moethinks the birds wil
consider the spring too far off this year to chooss their mates on St. Valen-
tine's day, as they are proverbially said to do.

TaE SeasoN OF FasTing.—Lent begins on Wedunesday next, snd for
the stated forty days of the spring tide fast the frivolities of the world will
be ronouncod by msny of our citizens, Wo have been favored with such
grand opportunities for enjoying outdoor sports this winter that other forms
of enterisinment seem to have been to a great extent neglected, and with the
excoption of a few concerts there has buen very little entertainment provided
for the pubiic since the departure of the Bsker Opera Company. And now
comes the sesson of fasting end prayer, when the church-guing and religious
devotions are supposed to supersede all worldly amusements. Probably
after Easter things will be livelier than they have been for some time. Ve
are promised an Opera Company at the Academy of Music in April, which
will inclue in its repertoire, * Martha," ** Faust," the old favorito ** Mikado,"”
“ Daughter of the Regiment,” and othor good plays. With this and other
socisl attractions 10 look forward to, business sifsirs to cccupy the attontion
of tho sterner sex, and the preparation for spring toilets, home duties, etc.,
to engage the timo of tho ladies, Lo say nothing of the devotions due at the
Lentan season, the time will pass rapidly tor even these whose self-sacrifice
is merely 8 matter of form and not prompted by decp religious sentimont,
if there be any such among the ** Lent-keepers” of our city.

More Canxivars.—The carnival beld at the Exbibition Riok on Mon.
day evening was largely attended, notwithstanding the blustery woather that
prevailed. The ice 1s in first-class condition now, and the devotees of this
popular resort sre meking tho most of the present. Tho children’s carnival
comas off on St. Valentine’s eve, Monday next. I trust the little folks will
have fine weather, fora postponement of a long-looked-forward-to event is to
them & crushing disappointment, and hence must not be regarded by their
eldors aa a trifle.  Rig them up mothers, and let them go if the woather be
at all fit, and in their wholehearied enjoyment find pleasure for yourselves.

Reuangs o8 A PororLar Susjecr —An icy wave struck Halifax on
Saturday lsst, and cold is but & picknamse for the weather exporienced from
thon until Monday night, when the temporature moderated and a terrific
storm of wind and rsin rsged until the followiog morning. Tucsday was as
mild as though wo had never heard of zero, bat thestreets afforded extremoly
dangerous footing for pedestrians, ice being anything but casy to tread firmly
upon. Dignified matrons and graceful msidens, portly gentlemen and up-
right youths, were slike unsblo to walk streight, but instead performed
novel gymnastics before finally taking a humilisting tumble. Wednesday
morning we awoke to find that Jack Frost had sgain asserted his rights and
was kiog of the situation, giving us clear cold weathor again.

THEe Tairo OrrREUS.—An Orpheus Concert has been announced for
‘Taesday evening next. The Club have ret bad long to propare for this pre-
Lnpten musicale, but will no doubt bave a good programme in readiness for
the enjoyment of their patrons.

MAKE NOMISTAKE.
M AKE no mistake whon buying a romedy fur dss ncia. headache, constipation or bad
blood, be sure to got tho kiad that cures, Eurdock Blood Bitters.  ** It {s an excollent
remody for hoadacho.'— C. Blackett Rovinson, Pub. Canada Lreshyterian,

Tae Havirax W, C. T, U.—Tho sixth report of the Halifax branock of
tho W. C. T, U. contsins much interesting matter and much food for refloc-
tion, Tho ladics intereated in the tomporanco movement seem to have beon
most enorgotic in tho work, snd ths various sido-issuos of the union, such as
tho flowor mission, tho juvenile ten.porance logion, and the towmporaty homo
for girls out of omploymeat, have beon great factora for good in the com-
munity. Tho report from tho coffee rooms is au oxcellent ono. Bssides tho
lsrge numbor of meals which are sorved dsily to paying patrons, over oighty
poor familios have beon aupplied with food, and through the W, C. T. U.
employmont sgoncy 136 girls havo boen placed in domestic sorvice.  Another
excollont eervice of tho ualon is Jlittle known to our citizsns, who will doubtless
take a lively interest in its working. Tho Union endeavoras to supply good
reading matter, books, magazines and pipers to tho hundreds of men who
spond the wintor mouths in tho woods omployed ie lumbering. The parcels
of books are greatly appreciated in the camps, and thoy have a strong moral
influence in refining the reader, aud inducing bim to spoud restful eveninga
in tho camp inatead of indulgiog in noisy and uoprofitable marry-mikings of a
demoralziog order. Our cilizona are urged to eond to the Uaioa any old
msgazines, illustrated papers or old books to be distributed. Thore is
scarcely a garret in the better pirt of our city bat would be benefitted by a
cleaning out of the useless literature. The Rev. Mr, Bond, st the annual
meeting of the Union, made s timely suggestion in askiog for more interest
in the shivering beings, both black and white, who are the most picture-
squo and uncomfortable market men and women in the world. He asks
thst a coffeo wagon bo brought down for their benefit and the cheap refresh-
ing drinks popularizsd among them. Tne finsncial report of the Union
is also satisfactory, and the ladies are to bs congratulsted on having liftsd a
thousand dollsrs of their building debt wlthin the last year. Itis to be
hoped that the remaining indebteduess will ba steadily decressed. I cannot
include my short summary more suitably than by reminding Tue Cririo
readers that donations of books, pipers, frust, jelly, artic es of clothing, &c.
will be thankfully received by the Uaiun ladies, who will send messengers to
any acddre:s throughout the city.

The highest praise has been won by Hood's Pills, for thelr casy yot efficlent actlon.
Sold by all druggists. Price 23 cents.

DRAUGIITEEHECKERS ‘ By the late James Smith, Champion

All communications to this department of Engls\_nd. Given as a tolected
must be addressed directly to the Chocker- problem in the competition for the
Editor, Mr. W, Forsyth, 36 Grafton St. L;_verp(,ol bfercury prizgs,

! , 5, 7, kings 15, 16, 24.
SOLUTION. Black men 3, 5, 7, kings

PROBLEM No. 818

PronLey 315.—The position was : |77 74 V4 ?’/é
black men 10, 16, kix})g 29 ; white '4"’%””%””%3?/ -
man 31, kings 2, 13; white to play |/ @ {//% //isci V
and win, Up to the time of writing |!ymy 2 “"rpum /""“mga
we have razeved no solutions to this |73 % gé 7
very fino problem. @f’/’ P %

2”7 10 15 15 13 17 21 ||\&4L3%; i B L
10—14 18—92 16-23 whie 17 73 P
7 10 13 17 31 26  wins (i&d, il  wod o3,
14—18 22-95 23—30 b @ i ,@4@@/‘?
7 B R s RS
GAME 203 “ Original.” s 4 4 4 i

Baiog one of the many curious and {! ;'2 e 7’2 7,

original games played betweon Messrs, || GZ&  1ZAAS W i

Gaskin and Forsyth for the cham

8y pion- p
ship of too Maritime Provinces. i White

men 9, 14, 31, kings 6, 13, 22.
White to play and win.

— -— —15' . .
;g_}g lg }g g lé ;g }?l We wish our solvers to givo their
6—10 14—17 1418 15_2o.opinionaastowbichiathoijno.gt,thxsor
92 17 21 14 28_‘74 17 OB;NO.315.1hesolu‘iontowhlc1§xanbove,
9—14 10—17 1822 29—25(2nd which is by James Forrio, Chem-
17 13 25 21 6 10 32 oyiplonofScotland.
11—-16 156—18 2225 25—29 It - = i S |
24 20 2114 10 14 2 2° 2 ety
16 -335- 1822 2529 11—15' mercnill] SHILOH'S]
27 9 26 17 14 18 20 11' 3 ﬂHEH[S;f A D ‘:‘
5—14 1— 5 29-25 13—16' feorerc CURE. §
25 22¢-14 10 31 26 24 20!5$ e
S~11 7-21 26-29 15—19 Gurce (;o;u.umptln Cougha, Croup, 8oro
al3 9 9 6 18 22 27 923 Thront. Soldby all Druggistsca a Guaraatee.
4—8 2—9 3—7 1926/ wrgrae >
22 17 13 6 26 23 30 928! L E
12—16 65— 9 7—10 white ’,G 3
29 26 6 2 23 18 wins. |

a Bold but safo, for though black '
might stesl the pieco by 1-5, 22 17,
14-18, yot white would win by 9 6,

29,17 13.
3 A bold eacrifico.

¢ White at once reli~quishos the!
two piecos to socare an advantageous
position, This is & pioco of strategy |
scldom resorted to by young and in-.

Pgevﬁaz}i!g%%%

PUREST, STRONCEST, BEST.

H Ly, Fo Xin foan
experioncod playors—they very ofton | goiieaX e water. Diplafeeting and A utrcs ot
A I 9

bolding on to a pieco ortwo ahoad u&
unti} the gamo is ovontually lost,

can cquals 30 pounds Bal ¥od
8e1d by All Grecors and Druzciste
lxn. We CGELLBITT. Toxroniay



