s THE CRI1TIC,

tiin, hut vnco it was a bappy liome,  Fts halls ro-ochoed in days of yore with
tho songs aud werriment of youth, The grouuds about 1t ar all gous-to
wasto and wildernoss, oxeopt whose somo old-fashivned Howers atill blussom,

I this quant uld-faxhioned house built in negligent style, (thore uro still
oxisting sketchos of it in Iudiin4nk), lived Eugettie, the pride of LaHave,

Her hands touded the Nuwers and trained the creopers nnd rocos rouud
the portico, to shade off the hot stmmer sun, The woodbine and the
virgininn crecper, both lent their aid to scroen in dark glussy folds of
vordure, the windows ; but not coutent with this, they sought tho caves,
and as if with nmbitions aspirtions, climbed up to the wide old-fashioned
chimbies, the sunrmer house of the swallows,

Thero in winter the command mt, kind «ud atfable, wolcotmed his triends,
Crackling fires 1oared in the long fire-places,  In thoes days the board wax,
uot without reason, tmado of otutdy ouk. Oiver all such festivities Eogenie
presided as hostess, for her wother was dead.  The Freuch soug in deserib-
ing liugeuio’u beauty, compares lier to the lily or fragrant ryee, when in
sumnior's carly wornivg it bioums in wodesty aud only half displays its
blushiug lovoliness, .

In every community, no matter where, thete is amonyg its poople, how-
over tudo ur iguorant, very ofteu an object of cither love or prids, or of both
mivgled together, romroue moto gifted by uature, more besutitul, but not
always  happier on that account.  lntellertunl emlowwonts command
respect aud admiration, cometimes awe.  Beauty attracts, » winning sud
engnging manner reconciles, bhut sweetness of dixposition  disatws all
ill-feeling aud smothors all jealousy. Such an ono wus Lugenie Lo Main,
of the French village of latave in Acadia. She was au objoect of love
and udmiration by the villagers.

About this titmo hostilities had ngain broken out betweor the Fronch and
English in Canada.  Detachments of British truops wers sent to attack the
outlyinyg posts of the French, lalave was oue of theiy points of attack.
Of this, LoMain was nol aware.  Wo pass now to avother scene. It was
uight. Thosentinel paced his weary younds on the fort.  ‘Thu night deepeued
into datker shades. There was uo sound but the wind sud the ripples
breuking upon the beach, nu cuewy was feared, for the British were thought
to be fur distant. T'ho sentiuel, wearied with fatigue and heat, slept.  Ho
dreamed of his home iu sunuy Fraunce.

¢ Plie sentined resty bls ars upon his knees,
And in his sleep, e drcams, he thinks he seea
His Lumble cot, Lie hears the houcy bees
With low complalying murmur fn the trece.”

Suddenly a 1ifle-shot re-echoed through the night. ‘The soldier nover
awoko from hia happy dreams. The shot aroused the garrison. It was,
howsver, too late, they were taken by surprise.  l.e Muin instantly rushed
to his post and put himself at the head of bis zoldiers. ‘The DBritish made
a simultancons attack on the furt ud Commuudant’s houss. In the course
of the contlict the housu was sct on fire by one of the soldiers. The fire
soon wade hesdway, aud hwid fames wrapt the buildiug around with their
red and fieny arms,  Dark columns of smoke 10:¢ skyward and mingled
with tho darkness of tho night. ‘The conflict soon coased, for tho Dntish
Lad eaptured the fort, the Franch retreating to tha further side of the river.
The Comumndant, Lo Maiu, was slaiun, By this time tho firc had wade
groal progress.  The British soldiers gathered round to watch it burn down,
for nothing could be done to save it, All at onco n form vas seen at oue
of the topmost windows. By the lurid glare thy saw a young girl imploiing
help und stretching out hier arws for assistance. It was but jor a moement,
‘The roaring flatnes swept wildly around her, they hide har from view, that
was the last seen of Eugenie.  With a dull ciush the roof foll in, and the
smoking rnius became Eugenio's tomb.

¢, T, Easrox,

———— s
THE ORPHEUS CLUB CONCERT.

The Orpheus Club or Halifax, with the ladies’ auxiliary, gave their first
concert of the season in the now Urplicus Ilali on Tuesday cveniny last.
The audience was Jarge and generally appreciative, but the effect of saveral
of tho beautiful numbers rendered Ly the club, aud the piano solv of Mr.
C. H.7Porter, was completely destroyed Ly the audible tete-a-tetes which
were being carried on in different parts of the hall,

Tho chances of Mowatt carryivg Onturio and the cnutucration of the pre-
sonts received by the * young hopoful” are uo doubt interesting thewes of
discussions, but some other and more fitting time for cunversiug about such
watters wight, wo think, Le found. 1t is buth unfair to the purformers and
to those among the audience who aitend for the purpose of bearing the
music, for pursous to talk while the choruses of solos are being reuderd.
In both the duo with Miss Wylde and in the piano solo—a fantasia in C
winor—Mr. Porter displayed ar<istic skill, his techuiyue boivyg charming,
deuoting years of untiting industry.

Mr. . J, Ross sang acceptably Gounod's Nazaveth, but the mournful
style adopted by the singer and the tearful fobes of his voico were not in
keeping with the joyous aud triumphant character of the song. Mr. Roer
possesses a woll cultivated and rich baritone voice, aud sings with uuch
oxprossion, but the tremulous style which he invariably adopts in all
sungs greatly wars his singing,  Miss Gussic Tuylor sang in o bright and
pleasiug wauner as an eveore, ** Bless your little heart Tlove you,” but the
singing of the Il wcilutive iu her origival solo was labored, aud although the
Rondalwas pertutmed with more case, the selection was evidently ambitious.
Captain Addiron urticulatos well, which is in itself a great charm, but the
captain is evidently moro 4t howno on velvot pilo than on the stage in a cou
cert hall - The numbers tendered by tie club were uniformly good, butt
a8 to time aud shading, and reflect great credit upon Mr. C. H. Porter, the
director. Tn a friendly wag however it might be suggestod that greater

distinctness in provuncintion should be aimed at.  In the tumbers rendered
jointly by the club and the isdies’ auxiliety, somie fine offects were pro-
duced, Lut tho parts aro nut yoi sutliciontly well balanced to vnsure
perfection iu this respect, the altos buing decidedly wuak and the tenors
forcing thuir notos so s to Lo uuplensant to the ear. The sextette, “ O
Bowmo Carlo” was by all cousiderod the gem of the evening, Mr. .
8ichel rouduring his solo 1most creditably. If this, tho first ovncert of the
Orphous Club, 178y bo takon as an caruest of what this organization can and
may yet accomplish, Halifaxians moy congratulste themselves that the club
has been porwanently established in tho city, and may anticipate that
through it the 1usical taste of our citizens muy be raised sbove the dead
level of provincinlisw, upon which it has hitherto stood.

—————— D G O .
THE PILGRIM SHIP « MAYFLOWELR.”

Anid the wauy wythical stories which have beou atloat as to what ulti
mately Locano of the pilgrimship Maylowes, it *will be jutervsting to ous
readers 10 poruse tho following, which from so eminont o writer wny be
accepled s the trus sequel of hor voyaging. With regard to this fumous
ship Mr, Edwin Arpold, in his delightful book on * lndis rovirited,” says:_

* Amony the curious treasures of the Madras Museuts, which the Gover-
nor bus greatly developed, is a goldon coiu of Claudiue, the Empuror, struck
to commenionite the cobyuest of Britain, and discovered in eXcavatiug u
foundation near Madras.  \What chapters of faucy might be written about
this aurcus, which thus strangely links the pust asud prevent in England’s
history, and cume, perhaps, to ludis, in the scrip of 8t. ‘I'homus,

Tho only fact that could be mentioned by me at all to match the odd
thoughts auggested by this Roman coin, with its device of ol Brittunos dec-
victos, in convection with the same localily, was one regarding the fumous
old ship Mayduvicer, which bore the Pilgrim Fathers to New Eugland. It
hus recently besu sscertained that this vessel was chartered m 1639 A.D. by
the East India Cowpany, aud went to Masulipastaw from Gombroom for u
cargo of rico und generul praduco. ho was lost upon the voyage hioe, one
of the ships whose history is linked with that of the birth and uprise of
groat nations, like tho wurens iu the Madras Museum.”.

-

COMMERCIAL,

Wholesule trade has been very dull for the past two weeks, as is usual in
tho holidays. Ou the other hand, rotailers generally havo prosecuted au
active business in nearly-all lines. The latter is a grutilying circumstanco, us
it confitms tho fact that the past year's business has boen profitable and grod
wages have beon earned by all. ‘I'ravellers in wost branches aro in, and
many houses are finishing their atock-taking.

& review of tho general business of the yoar which closes to-dny shows
that a fair volume of trade has beon dove, with profits averaging larger thau
for two or threo previous years, Prices of all the leading staples hiave been
on a firmer basis, and it is thought by wany that further advances
aro 1oro likely in tho near future than lower figures. The outlook for 1887
is most cheering and confidonce is generally felt and freely cxpressed. For
a few wecks businoss will probably be confined priucipelly to a sorting-up
trade, but the chances aro good for au activo and profitable spring Lusinesa.
Paymouts contiaue to be fairly satisfuctory.

An eveut thut hias caused considersble tulk during tho weok hss buew
tho failure and assigoment of Messrs, R, B. Mackintosh & Co., wholesale
grocets, of this city. ‘I'his concern has beon doing a large Lusiness during
the past fow voars, aud ‘was reported by msny as being staunch snd
thoroughly reliablo. Shrewd men Lave for some time past had their doubts,
aud have hintod that, in order to ofioct sales, tho firm was more than
* shading " frow regular market prices—in fact, that they had acquired the
reprelionsible habit of selling beJow actual cost. ‘Ihis idea spreading smong
parties from whom they obtained their supplies, it becawme gradually weors
sud more difticult to kesp up their stock of goods. No figures have been
ufficially publisbied us yet, as the auditing of their accounts is not completed,
but it is conjecturvd thut the liabilities will foot up betwecn 30,000 und
$35,000, while it is feared that the available ussets will bo very small. In
the act of ussignment about a dozen creditors are made proferential, whose
clais aggregate about 87,000. It is thought that these preferential credi-
tors may eventually vealize perhaps 40 to 50 per cent. of their claims, but it
is extremely problematical whether others wiil receive nnytbing, as most of
the goods owned by the firm are said to be hypothecated to the Bank of
B itish North Awerics for advauces wade by it, and there canuot be very
much olss that is uvailable to realize upon. ‘The additional statement that-
o sewior mewber of the firm “ has goue to the United States on a visit,”
and that his brother is his assignes und principal preferential crediter, do
not detract from the intorest of the situation. While wo would not be uu-
derstood evon to suggest that there is anything necessarily or even probably -
wrong in this arrangement, still it wquid have been indisputably preferable all
around if the above wore not the facts in this case.

In view of this affair wo would point out u moral to business won, awl
that is to learn for themsolves what the true position is-of those to whux
hands thoy propose outrusting their goods. Commercial ugencics way be
vory good in their \nly], aud are in wany cases usefu: aud honest, as far as
it is safe to be, still Lheir relinbility is limited by many circumstances. In
tho firat place when they find a firw handling large quantities of goods and
wking up its notcs promptly, they have to assumo that it is safo and to rate
1t in proportion o the business that it transscts, as shown by the credit that
< gols.  Agein, it would not be safo and would ofton not Le right to give
curroncy to rumors aud suspicious of othoer men in the trade.




