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TAKING 1THE VAIL.

/ - —
(From Tinsley's Magazine.)

The vail was taken. And her cahm pale face.
Smiled sadly on me as she sad goo'l by;
No quiver on the lip my gezo could trace,
No tear drop glistened in her young bright
eye. .

T'was the black vall. And yot I eould not see
Upon that radiant face one stgn of sorrow.
She parted; jygst as oft she’d satd to me.
DY lmegrt you at the sume place, dear, to-mor-
row,

Bat now the vall was taken. And she said
) Wlthljust a thrill of girlish laughter,
I can’t come out to-morrow ; but instead
“I'Nl meet
after.”.

And so the vall was taken. Allin vain
7 I'd tried upon her bonnet-top to eock it
8o drew it off, to kiss; ran for the train,
And took the vail—Jane's vail—home in my
pocket. .

Two hair pias to her chignon fastend it,
Which very quickiy I had disconnected ;

On these ineontinent I chanced to sit—
Then how 1 took the vail 1 recollected !

you here, dear Charles, the day

>

Qur Indian Army.

The correspondent of the 7imes, whose
latter on the subject of the Native Army of
India has excited so much interest in Eng-
land, has sent the following additional ob-
servations:

¢ I propose to complete ia this letter the
remarks I have been making on the state of
the Native Army. I have pointed out the
vices inherent in the constitution of the Stuff
_ Corps, which, in my jwlgment, renders its
abolition an immediate necessity. 1 pass
on now to the not less important question
how the native commissioned rauks of the
army ought to be filed up. I said inmy
last letter that, rightly inanaged, we might
obtain in -this way a wonderful increase of
stability to our rule. This opinion I wish
to justify and explain.

* Hitherto, in accordance with the stern
democracy of our rule, all promotion in the

Native Army has been from the ranks,
Every one has been compelled to enlist as a
private soldier, has had to work his way
painfully throngh the non commissioned
grades, till, if sufficiently tenacious of exis
tence, he became a native officer when he
had one foot in the grave, and every spark
of military ardour had been long since
quenched. Thenew army, treated in 1857,
give us a far different and better order of
nabive officers. Men of birth and position
responded through thePupjab and along the
north west frontier to the summons of the
British Govermment. Each man would bring
with him twenty. or thirty retainers, and ¢n
gage o eulist the whole provided he wag
nominated the native oflicer. over them.
Such gentlemen threonged in particular to
the cavalry regiments, But s soon as the
mutiny was quelled we hastened to put our.
selves back into the old rut. Promotion is
once mare from the ranks, and from the
raoks only, throughout the whole Native
_Army. Ths proper function of the nutive
officer is to be the counecting link between
the English officers and the men ; standing
by virtue of his education, rank, and gene-
ral intelligence on the sime level, or neayly
80, us the first, and by virtue of his nation
ality acting 1s the medium of interpretation
between the English officer and the native
private. But bow can an illiterate man who
enters the service on seven rupees a month,
who never from thet day recewves nny edu-

cation, who cannotspeak Enghsb, discharge,

such a part? Ile cinnot; but thero is no

reason to guppose that a better and higher

cluss of native officers could not do all that

13 needed.  To render the servico more at~

teactive to the-upper classes the pay of the
cative ofticers ought to be increased. This

might easily ba done by diminishing the |
number in each regiment, and adding the

money thus obtained to the pay of the oii-
cers retained. The Licutenant-Governors

and Chief Commissioners of the various Pro-

vinces might be empowered to send to the

Commander-in-Chief the names of such of
tho gentry as desired to enler the Servics.

I'nese, as vacancies occurred, might be

taken on probation for a year, and ii’ at the
close of tuat period they were reported on

favourably by their commanding officers,

they shoul'l be enrolled as commissioned

officers. The sole preliminary test exacted

ought to be a thorough knowledge of Eng-

lish, Without this knowledge there is no
hpe of any genuine comradeship existing
betwaen the Englishmen and the native ofhi-
cers. They pass their lives in different
worlds, and are destitute of the means of
inter communication, [t is “true that the
Iinglish oflicer can to a certain exient pass
the boundary which divides his world {from
that of the native ; he knows something of
lindostanee, though in general he speaks
it villianously ; but to make the intercourse
either useful or, pleasant reciprocity is in-

dispensable. Besides ~ without knowledge
of English it is impcssible for the native of-

ficer to acquirs any knowledge of his pro-

fession. The details, however, of such a re

form 1nay be safely left for consideration

untit the principle is accepted. It is this

that I am anxious to insist upon here

Hitherto, we have ailowed the upper clusses
to [angnish in obscurity,to ruin their estates,

and kill themselves with exiravagant, liv-
ing,under the impression thut it was danger-
ous to employ them. This policy, I am con-
vigeed, proeecds upon afalse view of humon
nature. Men do not conspire agiingt a
Goyernwent which gives them a career in

life. which treats them with honour, which

makes them participators in its own groat-

ness; but they do hate and will conspire
against one which excludes them from all

these benefits. There is a passage in Count
Segui's + Iistory of the French Invasion of
Russia,” which may be very appositely

quoted here. Prussia, as it is well known,

wis compelled to aid this invasion by a con-
tingent of her troops, and this is what
Segur tells us of the behaviour of these sol-
dicrs : —

¢ They fought like lions upon all ocea.
sions. . . . Theyexpressed themsclves
anxious to wash out, in the eyes of the
French, the shame of their defeat in 1806
to reconquer our esteem, to vanquish in the
-pregenca of their conquerers, to prove that
tieir defeat was only attributable to their
Gavernment, and that they were worthy of
abetter fate. . . . . Infact, us they
were naited with the conquerors, and shared
the rights of conquest with them, they al-
lowed themselves t5 be seduced by the all-
poweriul attraction of beiug nn the sido of
the victor.”

This passage exactly describes the feels
ings with which the soldiers of the Punjb
hustened to take part in the siege of Delhi,
The recollection of former defeats had not
ambittered them against the Euglish; they
respected them, and rejneced under such
leaders Lo prove their prowess in the bitiler
field.  When the munity was quelied these
soldiers were enthusiastically loyal, proud

of their own achievements, and proud of

the officers who had led them to vjctory ; a
very little warmth and generosity on our
part would have bound the Punjab to us for
ever. But from England no sign came.
Ihere wera no special thinks trom the
Queen to the brave Punjab soldiers who had
helped to storm the breaches of Delhiand
poured out their blood like water in our
caase ; no special honours or rewards for the
native officers who had led thew, To this
day not a single Punjabee who fought in the
mutiny bears Her Majesty’s commission,

% Such, however, as the feeling of the
Purjab was, such [ am convinced is the
feeling (though latent) amid the aristocracy
of Indin. They dislike us because we will
not allow them to do anything except dis-
iike us ; but they would infinitely rather be
permitted to work with us as our friends
and associates and recognizad servants of the
Queen. It is we and not they who have
been arrogant and exclusive. At present

_there arc only eight English officers to each

regiment; a single severe engagement
would be suflicient to sweep away the
whole , and it is admitted on all hands that
the present native officers are quite incom-
retent to act independently. 'T'he only al
ternative that remains is either to increase
the number of Lnglish ofticers or greatly to
improve the quahity of the native. The for-
mer would involve a great ingcrease in the
Army Budget, ani may, therefore, be dis-
missed as uapracticable, the latter would
be a great political reform, and would cost
nothing. WNo one acquainted with the his«
tory of India. will deny that there is abun~
dance of military capacity among the people;
but at present,in recruiting for the army, we
look fer it in the wrong places. By com-
pelling every one to commence military
life as a private we have limited our choice
to a single class, with much the same re-
sulta as if in Europe, during the Middle
Ages, the leaders of the Crusades and the
members of the various orders of chivalry
had been rigidly debarred from .military
service, and an army recruited exclusively
from the serfs and villains.” N
Resuming this subject, the Calecutta cor
respondent of the Times says :—

“Tf T recur again to the condition of the
Native Army [ aw aware that I run the risk
of wearying your readers. I must ask them
to beur with me in consideration of the ex-
traordinary iportance of the subjeet and
the nol less extraordinary difficulty of attrao
ting attention to it. [he las} is main’
ly due to ihe confusion into which
things
There havo been g0 .many
and counter changes, such repeated partial
reconslructions, that independent external
criticism has been forced into silence in gheer
bewilderment, and ecriticism from the army
itself is not to be had, [t is not too much

to say that the peace and progressiveness of -

our Indian empire are inseparably linke

to the loyalty of the Native Army. [t exisé®
in our midst, cither as the strongest guaran-
tee we can have for the stability of our rules
or as a mine charged with explosive mate:
rials that at any moment may shatter ?‘
our plans to pieces. It certainly is not th®
first at the present mowment, but it might
easily be mide so. I have in my formef
letters treated of the officers—English and
native ; Icome now to consider the rank~
and-fils, The soldiers that oompose thé
present army are, I believe, finer and moré
effective thun any we bave ever had, The¥
have been instructed with far greater careé ¥
arms of precisionare about to be served @U¥

to them, and they are diligently drilled 18°

the knowledge and use of them.

Men frof:

-

have fullen since the mutiny.
changes’
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