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Th!,& is net aIl. The Governrnent cf tho
,National Defeuicea uva extremeiy anxietis te
provision Metz. anud wasjustified in counuting
UPon the mai-shaPe trasistance. Thiâ tbe
flarashal isiled te give, and lhe c.ismnot atlepge
In iexcuse ignorancte or the energetie resolu-
dions of the gruverinien t aund of the resources
placet iithin rendui of bis nu-îy [tract ion.
says the report, uvas thejchmra-cteristic fonut
ure of the perioci of the blockadeof Metz ha
tuveen the ]et of Sppteqaber and the heg;in.
nitg oi October-inuciion arisinsu fi-rn tuve
causes - viz.. tise heiutvstion produced by tire
fleva frein Se'dan and Paris, an-d îIur sescret
lflegotimitions set on foot uith tlhe c-neîuy.
The solictude fêU lîy tho m-irslit for bis
own inteu-e4îa iv ho uatuirai curougb, but,
bis miilita-y obligations uvere toc pressing ti)
exe!use hitu for remaining inaictive %il
thi-'--ugb Septenuber, si-rd thus alioîving tia

-enemy te (<st-m bis Ues of inveatmuent nt
Icisure rtnd uiliisturbei. W'ibi ever migbit
b. the foi-m or thre Frenclu Goyerirmerît. thre
Rrmy abliî isave louglit. Tire mai shnl
knew bis resources te be iimiitect, anci should
bave increflse(1 and 1 umbmndec thtein Il
resolved not te le.rve Metz. ho w;ras heunr te
organise on active sJ'aîei of dellence. Suclî
w sa tbe path ho might have foliowed, witi.
henour te himself anud rdvantage for th(
country.

Instend of this, te mat-shal, alter e-c--
qtmsintinug bis troops, wiîheut protat of the
compositionî of the new Governmient, lent ar
ear te the overtures of the enemy, reoeived
the agent Itegnier, and scci'pted bis pro
posaisa te -opera te un a plan fer an irnumerib 1

* iestot-ttion. Insteiid of husbandîng [lit
pr-ovisions, Mist-shal Bliz,ine'si only thicu gl
was te muintain his arniy in good condition
ready to sîtart it, the firt signal te p'lay thi
pelitical part for which lie destinenl it. IIiý
hminci thieugireut %lys tu,1 cf intrigue. Arn
l'iLion wîss bis guide, andi blinrded hirm te ti
anatres thut wru-ie set l'èr burti. Once engager
in ne"ouîîtîons %vith the enenry, Miii-h:
B:is,-tue, littie defsirous et placiîîg iîuuseil it
communication wsith tllse giew Gioverntinn
Whjch did net faveur bis personai views-, re-
jît-ed the illunet-ous epjtertunities wri'-f
presezuiec ti,. uuselves cf communieurini
wuittu the irsterioeu or Franrce iti re-spect te titi
destiiy ol'bis army, and prel erred relyurrl
tapai> iteltligetice lut-îiiâed by tire etuemy
'rimwe, lowever. prusmed arwa;y, the ltovisioti
usaie neai-ly exh,,usted. the asgert cimits,
te. represent tbe Empress did fuet r-eap)lteil
maid Oenerai Bourbaki remaincd adetnt. 'f i
I tupreis Jiit tset tlmet appt-ove wu-aL lit(t
ireen clone iii er naine, andc the enemy
aissured of the political attitude cf Mrsh.
Bazainue, anud inrormed uvîat quêèntlty c
pruovsions roim-uined. broke oùl negeni tii,
Net deterred by this, thre mat-abat erîdeinu
Oured te reneiw relataions wuith tire enemy
and titis tine souglbt te Icrît bit, lieutenant
andi bis aimy into Iis orn poic3. Uriluý
iruste-id of iailiirg witiî rignity, tiO ni-rsia
lest in uâeles Bteps tire tirrie lie ouglit t
hrave enrpioyed ini destroviug lits %vr t- lirte
rial iin order te prevcsttit lîiinig iute Lt
enemy's bianda. [le teport jîroécets te ex
amine tire measures takzen tsy tlhe mur sh
foi- tire sortie te obttiut provibions maae ci
Lire "Ili cf Octeber, andsu slrorvs tiruit tIîrý
Wore %vholly at variuace uvuti tire fil'-iî
atssertion tia, lie inteirdei iruaking tii
sorie thte mneairs cf efecting the escarpe c
lis aimy fi-cm Metz by the plain. SucIr a
lkasertiuuu is lurtiter contu-adicucd by bts pi-e
VLous positive deciratiou Lhrat iL uvas un
Possible tor lin te mgki na successful serti
With the objeet of brilicing Lbreugb th
*bOD11iey's linge.

1tupetin S the opinion of Oen oral Fro Isr

given rit the couticil of war held on the 10(h
ef wcbober, citcd hy Mai-aiai Baz-une te sup-
pot cf bis -asse'rtion i.hat a preonged de.
fene.- of Metz was imîpoasible, the report
points te the long defence made by Strîts-
L'urg.a ai y witît means af clefence se fer inferi-
cr te those cf Metz. If Marshal Bazaine hart
done bis duty l-y t:îking bis airmy into Lh.
inteî-ior or u-rurce tid if the governor ef
Metz h:id done Iiis.hy grrtlieiing in the i-e-
saurces of tire suru-ounding countriy, Metz
could hlave li-Id cuit te thîe date cf Lb. ai-mis-
tuce, aud Lorraina wuouid probablu- now stili
be Fr-ench

TIse report slieurs heur tire mat-suai, after
the counicil of war of! lie IOtb cf Octob- r,
endeauraured tor sluift resu onsihîility fr-cm
uirnaseif by nlic'giîrg tihe, advice given by tire
Ceunicil cf Deleuice fcu'med by the subordin-
ste officers under luis riliiary lnuw and pre-
cedtent ; L'ut, even if iL uvere, te tnnrahsai, If
lie inteirdec te be led lîy tire opîinion of bis
offlcers, uvas liound te give tiîem ftihl infor-
ma tien on tire!suiate ai t4fi-irs. Tire mais sUr.
bouvever, ieft tîte council in ignorance cf haý
cerr-espon.h'usce ru-uthi Prince Frederick
Char-les, the ovel-ture wiuich M. Ilegnier

imade te hiru as fi-onith ruoEpresrith I-I rr
iVusnBiqmnarek's musen t, tire deî'arture cf Qen.
-Bourbaki, tire letter sent Le (ienerui Stiehie,?
and tlie silence sitice then of the Germa-
Governmeurt and the Etnpress-a certatin
iiedicaitic-n at a cbeck te lire negedaRtionsâ
whîch hd bepnopened, FiîîailyLb. marshai
dcislred te Lihe cumnceil that ho had received
ne commtrunicationl whitever frein the in-
terioi-, arnd savl notiungirespec-ting the large
stock cf pîrovisionus ut 'I hîonuuiiie and Long-
wy. Ma>i-airali z-nine ft-tber witbiheldfitem

-the caunicti ibie aopinions of MaraI Lehoui
and Geter-:tl Ladmairatiît in frivour cf ar]
irnirieiadte Sotie. Iilie coulrcii, iL i true,
wera tru fau-ur of negotiatiens, but lrad the
mrtaahul informei tem i te unscesaful
efforts iviiielu 1l'elu d iready i-rade in thh
direction, tIre iiriniber s of tirecounicil %vouW
have steti tir ut tlrw ourly itop-e cft seivitutil
vias tS liglit at once, "ini the gsrlbinity
du-pityecl Ly the -'rrry cri the 7ti Octobet
proved Ilînt a ~u~eanisortie was for fa-oni~ impossible.
r The ukiroU, dî-n 'r dl Ibyer is tire urexi
ieIcid-nt si-itir wiir i-le repotrt deaii, avé

i-be pubiislu'd poirtionurni tire trnrsaii
-irusti ucdio:s te On'terul Boyer, dmted Biti

8 t. Liaruin, Oct&Iie,t loti lu ar citeui v-i-hi itmn
'lie reposit cirai acterizes tiuCn ras f1lowaî
"9Thus, whifle tue îî)eeie, sacriiciung rai

SpivaLe 0î pîi-ty iterest ini prespiiceeof
*conimon dianges-, flew te armî ail ovet- Fi-iiirc(
jte nid tIhe Government cf tis Nationau De-

fo lnce, the commander ini chirif of a F-rne
atmy propesed te guinruurutce tire jîleîgeý
wiieh the cnermy miglit deinturd ah-eu- iu
viclories. IsLishal Bazunine ru-as to e ecst,'b
lu-h order anud con triloutes te tire accessiot
cf a regusit ai-i legal puower-, IL wau tcs

Iennugir for us to hraves foreign %vars oui
runhaj'py coLiîtity urus te b. futtIer con

denined te tIhe liorrors cf civil war, and tht
Sarmy of Metz %vas te unte its efforts wiuî
*the ertemy'ai te oeruhu-ow the Guvernaten

wtsicb iras stu-uggling fer Lb. nrationail inde
Spendence, Cettiniy, thre fr-teocf the Meti

army %vits detîlera he, but in vieiv cf t
adangers teru-iicr i-be utuaiects et its coin

maner xposiuts patrrotîarr, rue cugbt t(
rburnk Ud oi heiau-ing @areci iL a stilli mes-

- Tire repoert sitates thart Generai Boyer
aithougli Ire bai san epportunity of escuupinj

e the suî-veillanoe cf Uic Germran officers wirb
e accornpanied lin, requestedi n iefo-na Lieu

t'rom- any Frtncbnan upon tb. reai statu
of Francs at that titu or the efl'orts boini

m nade to résist the Gernians, but contented
himself wîtb, rêpeuiting to the -persons lie
ijiet the information furnishedl te bim liv the
(lermitn officers . A fresh council of war
wrs held at Metz on Generail Boyer's return.
The report condomne Marahril is ;inn for
not hiftving nt this council, in viev of the op-
proaching capitulation, propospirl the deit-
truction of the wir material. The marshril
sheltered bimsnelf by alleging the opinion of
Generai Soleilles ns strongly oppod te the
measure. and the opinion of Gprnersil Co1l»
nieres that the work of desti uction would
req'îire a considerable tige. The mîrshal
said, hewever, that h.e would certaiîîly haves
approveci the destruction luad any ofUcer
takçerà the initative. 4-enerals Soleille and
Coffiniers iu tlîeir dispositions have, how-
evpr, denined the accuracy of Masil Bîtz.
alne's allegstuons aix to, their advice in titis

tmatter, and rt-pudiated the respenaibility
which ho sought te cast upora theni. The
report proceeds, in fact, to ulioi, tbit secret
negetiatinns for capitulation exlsted between
'inrslhal B;îzvine and the enemy even pr'ier
te the lOth of Cictober, and that the Ger
menns hld made IL an essential, condition,
Accepted by the marshal, that they ahoïdld
have ail the war material deiivered to thoan
The report then mentions varinus despatches
exchanged between Mat shai B zainA and
Generstl Boyèr, ni of which were deutroy.
ed with gi-eat care hy General Boyer, hefore
bis departure for Engl.tnd, and wbich the
report concludet muet tborefore have bepui
.f a very oompromising character. In 'idî.
tion te this correspondence liv letter. Mar.
shal Bizaine frequentlv reoeived persanns!
vishzs,fromGermnofficers When qiestioned
on titis suhject the miarshal stated tbrrt the

i visita in question simply reltei to military
service matters and net te any private rela-
tiens. In the events which succeeded the.
failuri of General Bo *ver's mission te Vvr.
sailles, the report censures the haste te cap.
itul;t rno anifested by Mat-aiai ]mzrine, an-ci

i tAie absence of any proof of anxiety on his
part te proionig reas4ne, ulthotish the
circumstances were sncb sas made the ean

i of one dayeven a matter of vit»l impor.
At this time the army et the Loire bfgan je.
opeftiions, anrd opened th-, march te.

Iwards Paris which was otily :'rret-etç ty te
arrivai of the treopa of Prince Frpderîcek

iChar-les fi-om Ms-tz. IL was the momient,
* rlso. rvhen nlegotiations were beilig don-
*duoued hy M. Thiers on beblif or the Gov-
Ierniment cf the N-t ion'iý Defence. It is

i kcnosvn that these negetintintis, qvhen just
aj.prolicbing stîcceas, feul Lhrough in efin-

-sequence of the iojt omiused at Paris by the
i n-s of the carpitulatioin of Metz.
3Enuerir.g upon the subjeci. cfthe capitula-

ition, te rejet-t tu-ests une of tnustiwp>01t-
an mt points in the indlicîrnents agaituat tIre

r mîtràlitl-that relative te the flage suri-en-
t d-red te the Germans 'T'e report lit-et asks

r hrUt passed between Mariai Ra.z sin- èni
Ujenî-rrrl Solei(le on the morning of the,
&P,7th Octobe-, a point wvbîch the i.r-lluruîîury

r examination lbas net been abie te eluciaire.
tThe report gives the text of the two orders
*of the day drawn up by General Soleille,,,ud,
zas thnt officer statea. nt Marshil B ýz;ines&

3 'dictàtron, Marani-l Bazaîine atflrmadii sl
b îad ne recoliection of bavibg dietated these
ordeis, No trace of theni exiLtt 'On te itutff

a regisiers, but the report considers it im, c~

saibie that tiîey should net have emanated
frein the mat-shal. 're ist, et miiette cuuels
wîuue addressedl te the artiliery omnm:tnde.,-

Sthe second to Volonel de Gi-els for cern-
SmuflicatirA go the Taricus army corps. Ba:h
*were dated QOtober 27, aund both r-q0emW

that &Il the. Rage, standard., à*, abould be
uçit to tke mmal. The erdw te Và. a
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