é
‘Noyzamgs 18, 1373.)
This is not all. The Government of tho
National Dafence was extremely anxious to
provision Metz, and was justified in counting
upon the marsh»l's assistance, This the
marshal failed to give, and he eannot allege
in excuse ignorance of the energetic resolu-
tions of the government and of the resources
placed within reach of his army. [naction,
aays the report, was thegcharacteristic feat
ure of the period of the blockadeot Metz be-
tween the st of September and ihe begin.
ning of October—inaciion arising from two
eagses - viz., the hesitation produced by the
news from Sedan and Puaris, and the secret
negotintions set on foot with the enemy.
The solicitude felt Ly the marshal for his
- own interests may be natural enough, but
bis military obligations were 100 pressing to
- excuse him for remaining inuctive alil
thrrugh September, und thus allowing the
* enemy to form his lines of investment at
l:isure and undisturbed. Whatever might
be the form of the French Government, the
army should have fought. The muishal
knew his resources to be limited, and should
have increased and !usbanded them, If
resolyed not to leave Metz, he was bound to
organise an active systemn of defence. Such
w8 the path he might have followed, with
honour to himself and advantage for the
country.

instead of this, the marshal, after ac-
quainting his troops, without protest, of the
composition of the new Government, lent an
ear to the overtures of the enemy, received
the agent Regnier, and accepted his pro
posuls to-operate in a plan for an imperisl
* restoration. Instesd of husbanding bhis
provisions, Muarshal Bsziine's only thought
was Lo muintain his army in good condition,
ready to sturt at the first eignal to play the
political part for which he destinedit. Iis
mind throughout was fuil of intrigue. Am-
Lition was his guide, and blinded him to the
anares that were set for him. Once engaged
in negotimtions with the enemy, Marshal
Bug .ine, little desirous of placing himsell in
commuaunication with the new Government,
which did not favour his personai views, re-
Jeeted the 1rumerous opportusities which
presented ti. nselves of communicating
with the interior of France it respect to the
destiny of bis army, and preferred relying
upon intelligence lurcished by the enewy.
Time, however, passed away, the provisions
were nearly exh.usted. the agert cia:ming
to represent the Empress did not reappear,
and General Bourbakiremained silent. The
‘Kmpress Jdil wot then approve what hd
bheen dene in her name, and the enemy.
assured of the political attitude of Marshal
Buzxine, and informed what quuntity of
provisions remuined. broke oft negotitions.
Not detersed by this, the marshal endeav-
oured to repew relatuions with tho enemy,
and this time sought (o lcad his lieutenants
and his army into his own policy. Tuus,
instead of falling with dignity, the marshal
lost in useles steps the time Lo ought tu
have employed in destroying his war mate-
rial in order te prevent it fulling into the
enemy’s hands, The report proceeds to ex
amine tho measures taken by the marsh.l
‘for the sortie 10 obtsin provisions made on
the Tih of October, aud shows that they
‘Wwere wholly at vartance with the mirshal's
assertion (hat ho intended making this
sortie the means of effecting the escape of
‘his army from Metz by the plain. Such an
-Asgertion is further contradicied by lus pre -
‘Vious positive declaration that it was im-
Possible for him to make a successful sortie
‘with {Re object of breaking through the
fnemy’s lines.

Respecting theopinion of General Frossard ;Of France at that time or the efforts being |
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igiven at the council of war held on the 10th
of Uctober, cited by Marshal Baziine in sup-
port of his ussertion that a prolonged de-
fenoe of Metz was impossible, the report
points to the long defence made by Stras-
hurg.asi y with means of defence so far inferi-
or to those of Metz If Marshal Bazaine had
done his duty by taking his army into the
interior of I'rance, and if the governor of
Metz had done Lis®by gathering in the re-
sources of the surrounding country, Metz
could have Leld out to the date of the armis-
tice, and Lorraina would probably now still
be French ’ ’

The report shows how tho marshal, after
the council of war of tho 10th of Octob.r,
endeavoured to shift responsihility from
liimself by alleging the advice given by the
Council of Defence formed by the subordin-
ate officers under his military law and pre-
cedent ; hut, even if it were, the marshal, if
he intended to be led by the opinion of his
officers, was Lound to give them full infor-
mation on the state of aftairs. 'The maishal,
however, left the council in ignorance of his
correspondence with Prince Frederick
Charles, the overture which M. Regnier
made to him as from the Empress,with Herr
VonBismarck’s assent, the departure of Gen.
Bourbaki, the letter sent to General Stiehle,
and the silence since then of the German
Government and the Empress—a certain
indicaticn of a check to the negotiations
which had beenopened, Finally,the marshal
declared to the conncil that he had received
no communication whutever from thein-
terior, and smd nothingrespecting the large
stock of provisious at '1hionville and Long-
wy. Marshal Buzzaine further withheld from
the council the opinions of Marshal Lebosuf
aod General Ladmiraalt in fivour of an
immediate sortie. I'he council, it is true,
were in favour of negoliations, but had the
marshal informed them of the unsccessful
efforts which he had already made in this
direction, the members of the council wou'd
have sren thit the only hope of salvauon
was tos fight nt once, aml the galluntry
displayed by the army on the Tth October
proved that a suecessiul sortie was for from
unpossible.

The mission of Gen vl Boyer is the next
mcident with which the report deals, ard
the published portion of the marshal’s
instructions to Geuneral Boyer, dated Bin
8t. Martin, Octobea 10th are cited verbatim,
The report chaiacterizes then as follows :—
“Thus, wlile the people, sacriticing all
private or party iuterest in presence of a
common dauger, flew o arms allover France
to aid the Government cf the National De-
fence, the commander in chief of a French
aimy proposed to gusrvantce the pledges
which the enemy might demaund atter its
vic:ories, Marshal Bazaine was to re estsl.
lich order and contributes to the accession
of a regular and legal power, It was not
enough for us to have foreign war, our
unhappy country wus to be furtber con
demned to the horrors of civil war, and the
army of Metz was (o unite its efforts with
the enemy’s to overthrow the Guvernment
which was struggling for the national inde-
pendence, Certainly, the fute of the Metz
army was deplorable, but in view of the
dangers to which the projects of its com-
mander exposed its patriotism, we ought to
thank God tor having spared it a still more
frightfuldestiny.” )

The report states that General Boyer,
although he had un opportunity of escaping
the surveillance of the German officers who
-accompanied him, requested n intormation
from any Frcnchman upon the real state
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Imade to resist the Germans, but contented
himself with. repeating to the persons he
et the information furnished to him by the
German officers. A fresh council of war
was held at Metz on General Boyer's return.
The report condemns Marshal Bas:ine for
not having at this council, in viev of the ap-
proaching capitulation, proposed the dea-
truction of the war material, The marshal
shelterad himself by alleging the opinion of -
General Soleille as strongly opposed to the
measure, and the opinion of General Coffi-
nieres that the work of destiuction would
require aconsiderable time. The murshal
said, however, that he would certxinly have
approved the destructivn hal any officer
taken the initative, *enerals Soleille «nd
Coffiniers iu their dispositions have, how-
ever, denined the accuracy of Marshal Baz.
aine’s allegations ar to their advice in this
matter, and repudiated the responsibility
which he sought to cast upon them. The
report proceeds, in fact, 10 8how thut secret
negotiations for capitulation existed between
sarshal Bazaine and the enemy even prior
to the 10th of October, and that the Ger.
mans had made it an essential condition,
accepted by the marshal, that they should
have all the war materinl delivered to them.
The report then mentions various despatches
exchanged between Maishal B:zaine and
General Boyer, manv of which were destroy-
ed with great care by General Boyer hefore
his departure for Englind, and which the
report concludes must therefore have been
lof a very compromising character. In =ddi-
tion to this correspondence by letter, Mur-
shal Bazaine frequentlv received personal
vigitz,fromGerman officers When questioned
on this subject the marshal stated that the
visits in question simply related to military
service matters und not to any private rela-
tions. In the events which succeeded the
failuro of General Boyer's mission to Ver.
sailles, the report censures the haste to cap-
itu)+te manifested by Marshal Baziine, and
the absence of any proof of anxiety on his
part to prolong resistance, nlthough the
circumstances were such as mnade the gain
of one day even a matter of vital import,
At thistime the army of the Loire began its
operstions, and opened ths march to.
wards Pavis which was ouly arrested by the
arrival of the troops of Prince Frederick
Charles from Metz. It was the moment,
also. when negotiations were being don-
ducted by M. Thiers on behulf of the Gay~
ernment of the Na.ionul Defence. It is
known that these negoliations, shen just
approaching success, fell through in con-
sequence of the riot ciused at Puris by the
news of the eapitalation of Metz.
Enterityg upon the subject of the capitula-
i tion, the rejort trents one of most import
jant points in the indictments agaiust the
mrshal—that relative to the flags surren-
“dered to the Germans The report first usks
what passed between Marshal Baziina wnd
|Gemral Soleille on the morning of the
'2Tth October, a point which the preliwinury
" examination bas not been able to elucidate.
i The report gives the text of the two orders
of the day drawn up by General Soleille,and,
‘ng that officer states, at Marsh«l B.ziine's
'dictation, Marshal Baz+ine aftirmed thai 1 o
! had no recollection of baving dictated these
‘orders, No trace of them exi=ts on the siuff
registers, but the report considers it im, ox-
'sible that they should not have emanated
| from the marshal. [he first of these viuears
!_ was addressed to the artillery commanders,-
"the second to (‘olonel de Girels for com-
municatiox to the various army corps, Both
 were dated Ootober 27, und both reqdested
that all the flags, standards, &o., should be
sont to the sreensl. The erder te the artlly




