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*¢ It nppoara Lhat the officers on half-pay
rosiding in tho colonics cannot nrvange to
commuto without coming Lo this country for
tho purposo of making personal application
to tho Board nnd pussing tho necessary
medical oxamination, It socms singular
that arrangomonis shoulil not have been
mado to onablo theso oflicors to arrango the
proliminaries of their retiremont, under tho
commutation systom, by correspoudenco,
or through an agont, subject to their bein
oxamiited by a colonial medico approved o
by tho Board. Wo {rust, in tho interest of
thoso concorneq, that this faully arrango
ment will bo set right, and if, ns roported,
Mr. Cardwell intends ULringing in a Bill to
provont half-pay oflicers from gotting moro
than tho rogulntion valuo of their commis.
sions from tho Board, the opportunity should
bo taken to insort a clauso doing away with
tho limi:ation of sales in any ono year."

Wo can 800 no reason why any officer
wishing to retire should bo compelled to
visit England boforo doing so. It is surely
no oconomy to put an oflicor to tho oxpenso
of a voyago out and back mercly to appoar
boforo a Board in London to pass an exam.

ination which could be as well passed
horo.

‘Lue speech of tho Hon. the Secretary for
tho Provinces beforo tho Y. M. C, A. in this
city has been a themo of fruitful discussion
throughout tho longth and breadth of the
land ; and tho opinion has been protly
cloarly as well as loudly oxpressed that t} .
peoplo of Canada not only do not contem-
plato any chango in existing relations with
tho British Empiroe, but that they would ro.
sist any intornal movement in that direction
and resont any attempt at outside intorfer-
enco by open war,

Tho advocates of independerce must re-
collect that spoculations presented toYoung
Men's Christian Associations in the cities of
Canada will have about as much offect on tho
opinions of tho agricultural class, that really
govern the country, as the petition of the
Tooley sirect tailors, of immortal renown,
would have on tho manufacturers of Great
Britain.

Tho inhabitants of cities in Canada being
about tho ratio of eight per cent.of the
whole population, cannot possibly have
more to say in shaping the destinies of the
country oither in the recent, near, or far
futuro than that proportion gives them, for
it mast bo remembered that wealth will
possess in suoh a contingency as & revolu
tion (for a soverance from the Empirewould
bo noless) very litilo woight indeed, and tho
issues would rest with thomostindependent
and intelligent Yeomanry in tho British
Empire.

Now, if therois any one thing on earlh
a Canadian farmer detests it is & chango of
allegianco, he clings to conslitutional mon-
archy with a ten-city perfectly incompre-
hensiblo to the newly arrived emigrant, nor

s tho miystery dispelled tifl the beauties of
the Model Republic and its syslem is
thorouglly understood, and then the new
arrival ceases tv wonder and becomes
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himsolf a'l'ory of tho ‘Cories, for tho most
rabid Radioals in Canada ave dyed in the wool
with that color.

Thoso farmers cloarly comprehiend that
this independence cry is niorely a ganzo
covering for anuexation, aud tho adveouates
of it may as well undorstand at once that
thoy would bo resisted to the death, bocause
tho farmors kuow nnnoxation means taxation
and worso,

If thero is o feoling, a cry, ot a sentiment,
that will unite tho vast mnss of tho people
of Canadn as one man it is that of any
attempt to annex this country to tho United
States, whother nssisted by Great Britain or
not the peoplo would fight while a soldier
could bo found to keep tho field to provent
that consummation; and if annexationnlists
want to understand thoroughly how such
doclrines will bo received they had better
talko Professor Goldiwvin Smith to someof the
coantry districts and try how they will faro
in their mission.

Tho discussion consequent on Mr, Howo's
uddress has, howovor, had one very good
effeet, it has brought out the London Times
with an arlicloe on Ilon. Mr, HHowe's gpeech,
and the following oxtract will show that what
ever may havo been tho opinions of {hn
leading journal of tho English Press when
it sent out commissioners o forco annexa
tion, it has grown wiser by experience and
now finds thero is a public opinion capa-
blo of making itself felt in England apart
from that of tho Manchester School :

“That wo could defend our Empive no
Englishman over doubted: bLut whethor we
could, underall contingencies, protectso ex-
posed a dependency as Canada from suffer-
ing heavily for a timo wo were compelled to
doubt. Tho first reflection to which this led
us was not, by any means, that wo should
diminish our obligations by abandoning
Canada to its fato; but we have certainly
reflected that wo should have no right to
compel the Canadians lo live under this risk
if at any time thoy should wish to be sot
freo from it. 1If, as Mr. Lowe says, * noble
lords and commoners told us wo might go
when wo woro inclined.! It was not in any
‘sneering' spirit but becausa wo wished the
Canadians, for their own sake, to appreciste
tho factg on which Mr. Howe dwells, and do-
liberately to count tho cost. Ifthey valued
our connexion so sincerely as to be willing
to accept, for the sake of it, all the dangers
their position entailed, and if they would
mako the exertions it required, wo, on our
part. should appreciate tho honor done us
by their loyalty, and would defend them in
our own way and to the best of our ability.
Somo of our public men have simply antici-
pated Mr. Howo in his desire that tho peo-
plo of tho Dominion ‘should notliveina
fool's paradise, and have endeavoured by
plain speaking, to mako them clearly under
stand tho necessary conditions of the union
to which they scemed to cling. We have
rejoiced to lind that this appeal has only
served to consolidato on asurer basis the
loyalty of the British American<. They have
manifested, in numerous ways, Lut, above
all, by their preparations for self-defence,
that they will hiold to the ancient connoxion.
Should their disposition ovor change, wo
should not fee! jusufied 1 forcibly overriding
their interests and wishes for the supposed
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honor of Empiro; but so long ns they ro
miin of tho snto wind, they have been re-
Rc:nto-lly assurad by our statesmen that
Sogland will not desert them.”

Ihero was no need to teach tho people of
Canady the position in which tlioy stood
with Great Butain, tho history and traditions
of tho past century nre still green in tho
memory of tho peoplo wo havo still amongst
us, tho survivors of a bloody war for Cunu
dian Inlependence and British  Supromacy
aginst Yankeo annexation on this con.
tinent, nnd our people know full well
that ncither was sustainod by tho soldiors
of tho Itegular Army.

During tho robellion that rent the thirteen
colonies from Great Britnin English treason
and Yankeo force reduced British suprema
cy to the City of Quebee; Canadiun militia
soldiers punished tho first, drove thesecond
in ignominous fhght across tho Lorlers with
such alesson that it required thirly-seven
years of Brutish mismanagement (o rab out
its cftects, nud restored the larger moicty of
North Amarica to the eold Red Cross
Lanner,

With all Europo on her hands in 1812
Eugland could give little uttention to Cann
dian afluirs, tho peoplo had to try conclu
sions with their dearly loved cousins, the
vesult has been to keep them quicet sine,
only they tricd to make cats' paws of the
unlucky Irish on occasion of the Fenian
rakls.

Now, as the Zimes has told the Cuanadiun
people what to do, it may be necessary that
the stipulation on their sides should bg also
recorded ; and it is this : ** No moro one sided
diplomacy in nogotintions with the United
States, the Canadian question is always the
Imperial question and thoe Canadim people
have counted tho cost of assuming it. IBug
land will only bLe required to keep up her
Naval Supremacy, Canada will find the sol
diers to settle any outlying question,”

Ta: last session of the first Pasliament of
tho Dominion of Canada will mark an im-
portant historical era in the !History of
British North Awericy, inwmuch s the
Rapresentatives of our fellow countrynien
on tho Pacific Coast met for the first time
their colleagues of the Atlwtic Couast in
their Legislative capacity at the National Wit
tenagemote held in tho capital of the Domin
ion, whoso territories extend in a direct Iine
across the continent for a distance of 2,800
miles.

Tho great valuo ol the Pacific Provinco
(British Columbia) is tho excellenco and di-
versity of its productions of tho Field,
Forests, Mines and Fisherics ; ab present tho
chief business is stock raising from which
forty to fifty per cont. profit is realized.
Agricultural pursuits are yot in theirinfancy
but immenso quanties of grain is raised,
tho crops are: whett, barley, Indian corn,
onts, potatoes, tomatoes aund all vege:
tables in profusion as woll as hay. Tobacee
grows successfully, tho averago yield of



