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HISTORICAL FACTS.

(For the use of the Colwell-Hdtchney Schools.)

1listory, in many cases, will have to be re-
written. For oxample there never was a
Popo called Violincollo.

Tho Duke of Wellington always took u
box of sugar plums with him to battle to
encourago the troops. IHis celebrated ex-
prassion was ¢ Up Guards, and eat’em.’

Tho well known magnificent Czar of Rus-
sia, wasalwways fond in winter timo of sitting
with his feet in the fender, Hence his laugh.
ter loving subjecls called him Iefor the
Grote. 1t he raught anybody saying this
he at onco sent him to Siberia.

The aboye will raisa the question, where
is Siberia? Tho bost maps will reply the
trouble of a search,

My, Potier, Presidontof the G. T. Com-
pany, and Mr. Brydges wero recently invil-
ed, by the leading cilizens of Portland, to a
public dinnor, as mark of appreciation of
the services of tho Railway to that city, and
of the estimation in which those two gentle-
men aro held.  Both, however, for want of
time wore compgllad to docline, with hearty
thanks. The last part of Mr. Brydges’ let-
ter runs thus : —

Xt will, I am sure, o of intevest to the
people of Portland to know from Mr. Pottor’s
lettor that large additions ave to be made
immediately to therolling stoclk of the Grand
‘Crunk Railway; and I have every reason to
hope that in addition to the increased freight
which will enable us to carry to and from
your city early next year, wo shall be en-
abled to carry out a design, now in contem-
plation, of putting on the road a through
train of palace cars from Portland to De-
troit—running through to Sarnia without
change of carriage, and connecting at that
place with a similar train of the Michigan
Central Railway and its connections to Chi
cago and San Francisco.

**Che rapidly improving condition of our
railway will enable this train to run at a
considerable increase of speed beyond that
which is at present attzined, and we trust
that tho increase of theso efforts to supply
tho wants of the travelling community will
not fail to beappreciated by the people of
your city and State, but will tend also to add
to the revenue prosperily of this Company.

Losses 1y Battie.—Lhe Prussian journals
in commenting upon the number of killad
wounded, and missing, at the battle of I{oni-
gratz, gives tho proportion of lossat the
principal battles that have beon fought in
Europe during the last one huudred and
fifty years. At Koniggratz the Prussians
lost in killed, wounded, and missing, 359
officers, and 8,794 men, and the Austrians,
1,147 officors and 30,224 wca. Tho propor-
tion of losses to the total forcoe engaged on
cach side was one in twenty-thres for the
Yrussians, and ono in seven for the Aus-
trians, and for both armies one in eleven.
In the battle of Malplaquet, fought in 1809,
the proportion of losses to the forces engag
od was one in five; at Rosabach, fought
in 1757, one in twanty-five; at Leuthen,
fought in 1758, onein eloven; at Zorndroft,
in 1758, three in oight. Daring the wars of
Napolaon L, the losses at Austerlitz and at
Eylan, were one in four; at Wagram one in
eight; at Borodino and at Waterloo one in
three, and at Leipsic, one in five. At Sol-
forino, daring the Italian war of 1839, the
losses waero ono in eight. The total number
of troops engaged at Leipsic was 400,000, at
Koniggratz430,000, and at'Wagram 320,()00.
At Leipsic the number of men lost was 90,
000, at Borodino 74,000, and Waterloo 61,000.

A correspondent at St. Petersburg, writ-|
ing on the 18th ult., snys:~—After ondless
delays and mistales, tho final proparations
have at length been made for providing the
whole of the Russian army with breech
loaders. Hitherto the only rogimonts which
havo been armed with the neiv woapon are
those of tho Grenadiors and the Guards,-the

other corps onlyhaving a faw served out toy

them for practice. Tho officials .on the
Warsaw railivay have now been instructed
to pass withont question all the rifles as fust
as they come in from Prussia, so that there
may be no furthor dalay in the matter.
The number of rifles expected from Prussia
is 500,000, and itis stated that the troops
havo fnow thoroughly learned, though not
without great difticulty, the uso of the new
weapon. Every effort is also boing made to
rondor the army eflficient in other respects.
Both officers and soldiers ave constantly em-
ployed in making trenches and other fiold
fortification work; and a nocturnal sham
fight is often got up, at which the troops are
attacked whilein tho trenches by a suppose
enemy. ‘Lhis sort of axercise has wonder-
fully improved theintelligence of the Russian
soldier, whois now a far different being from
what he was in the Crimea. Late inspections
both in the kingdom of Poland and tho em-
pire, have produced rosults which have
filled wito surprise the Russian generals of
the old school, hithertoaccustomed to look
upon the soldier as » mindless machine.

What arewoe to think of this threatened
insurrection? If it were attempted it must
end in one of three things: England would

bo compellod to givo up Ireland, or she
would voluntarily surrengder it, or the Fenian
and their friends would be beaten. Now,
which is the most probable result of the
three? Almost any moderately well inform-
ed [ erson is competent to form an opinion
on this point. England has not been at war
for some years and her fleet is considered to
bein a fair condition. But in our opinion
it is sheer folly to discuss this side of the
question. \What we would ask is whether it
would not be well to wait to sec what the
British Government really intends to do!
Ve have nover been among Mr. Gladstone's
blind idolators, but surely wo have a right
to give him credit for sincerity, and for a de-
sire to do his work like a statesman. Ie
has solemnly undortaken to rodress Insh
griavances, and as an eainest of his purpose
he bogan by abolishing the Protestant State
Church, Tloisatthismomentengagad with
his colleagues in tho settlement of a com-
prehensive scheme for doing full and com-
pleto justico to Irish tenant and farmers. Is
it worth while waiting for this schemo or
not? The governments of tho world gen-
orally appear to think thatitis. Almostall
nations unite in recommending the Irish
people to assist Nr. Gladstone by at least
postponing the threatened breach of the
public peace.  They have not so very long
to wait. They will kaow what Mr. Glad-
stone has to propose before tho end of
March. , Wrongs which have endured for
seyen hundred years may oxist threo months
longer witbout hurting anybody very much.
All true friends of Ireland must hopo that
the * great rising’”” now pronused will not
comoe off. If.it does—we doubt whethaer
poor Ireland will get much by it.—N. Y.
Times.

It is reported that dMajor” General Mc
Murdo, commanding a brigade in Dublin,
will shortly proceed to command a division
in Indis, in the Bengal Prosidencv, vice

Major Goneral O'Grady Haby, C.B,, &c,
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MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS.

IEAD QUARTERS.
Ottawa, 17th December, 1869.
GENERAL ORDERS.

No. 1.

—

—

VOLUNTEER MILITIA.

—

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO:
13(% Battalion of Infantry, Ilamillon.
No. 4 Company.

a| To be Ensign provisionally:

Robert Xnight Hope, Gentleman, vico
GeorgeHope, whose resignation is hare-
by accepted.

The following Officers, non-commissioned
Officers, Gunners, Privates, of Volunteer
Militia, and others have been granted cer-
tificates by the commandant of the Scheol of
Gunnery at Toronto:

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATLS.

Captain Thomas Robinson Jackson, 33rd
Battalion Volunteer Militia,

Liout. James Bradley, St. Catharines Garri-
son Battory.

Trumpot Major Luke Jas. Fountaine Martin,
Grand Trunk Artillery.

Gunner Byron Hutchison, Iroquois Garrison
Battery.

Private Frank Michell, 2nd Battalion Volun -
teer Militia.

Mr. George Thomas IIaig, of‘ Ilamilton, On-
tario.

Secoxn Crass CLLTIFICATES.

Gunner Winfield Moran, Trenton Garrison
Battery.
do  John Donaldson, Collingwood Bat-
tery
do  William Ienry McCordick, St.
Catharinos Garrison Battery,
do  Charles Burnside Murray Elder,
‘T'oronto Garrison Battery.
Privato Andrew Ginty Campbell, 31st Bat-
talion Volunteer Militia.
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
Previsional Batlalion of Rimouski.
. No. 1 Company, Rimouski.
To be Ensigu: :
Charles Lepa~s, Gentleman, M. S., vico
Martin, I, the limits.
Gaspé Infanlry Company.
To be Ensign:
William Wakeham, Gentleman, M. S.
Headquarters of the undermentioned
Battelions will bo as follows, vi.:



