
CONGREGATIONAL INDF.PENDENCY.

without asking their permission. Whon Paul 'lgreatly disired" Apolios to corne
unto Coriri with the brethren, hie writes of hlmn, (1 Cor. xvi. 12,) "lbut lis will
vas not nt ail to corne nt this tirne, but ho wili corne whien lio shall have converiiont
timne." And when Paul and ]3arnalns differcd about the expedicncy of tnking
Johin Mark withi them, on thecir rnissionary journcy, oach followcd his own con-
victions, Barnabas taking bim, and Paul choosing Silas instead, and going in an-
other direction, (Acts xv. 39, 40.) Thus evcry minister, and overy chiurch, were
not only at liberty to foilow their owrn convictions of' duty, according to the light
given theni in cacli particular case, but they wore lild responsiblo to Christ for
their doing so. Ile hinisolf band said, -"One is your iMastr"-only one-" even
Chirist, anid ail yo are brethiren."

3. Primitive churches were indoperidont, also, in regard to titeir riglit of private
judyrînen1 in te interprc'talion of te Jtoly Seripltres. Soon in Apostolio days there
r,,rose differences of opinion and practice upon various points; c.g., in relation to
the observance of particular days, and tho eating of meats offéred for sale in the
markets, after baving been sacrificed to idols. TIheso were matters cf indifference
in thie.nsolvs,-neitlicr absoluteiy right, nor absadutely wrong, but oniy proper
or impropor, riccording to circumstances. When, therefore, such questions were
submittod to tho Apostie for lis decision, hoe pronounced neither for noir against
their practice, but urged Ilcvery mar 'o bo fully persuaded in bis own mind,"1
(Rom. iv. 5,) and to avoid censoriousij judging others whio mnight differ from
thoni. Thus they were Ilcalled unto liberty."

WVe eau hardly call theni Protestant, for there wvas no frowning, fulm'inating
hierarchy, clahning infallibility for its P.pcs and oecumenical Counoils, against
wliiel they reeded to protesi. But they wcro carefully instructed in that cardinal
principle of Protestantisn-the riglit cf dctermining for one's self the wiil of
God, by direct appeal to bis own word!1 No creeds had as yet been drawn up ;
no calendar hiad been prepared. They %vere neither required to subseribe to a
confession of faiLli, nor to fast aeoording to synodical or episcopai injunction,
nor to prny and sing from particular *books. Evcry churel and every believer
svas bound by the word of God only, wlietlber in doctrine or practice. If any
brother fell into error, after a first and second admonition, hie was te, be Ilrojected ;"
but the chureli ivas t/te judge of the orrcor, and the word of God lte standard by
which hie was to bo tried.

J3cbold, thon,
"H Iow unlike the complex works of man,
Ileaven's simple, artless, unencumbercd plan"

Our sketch of New Testament Independeney is, wo are aware, very .mperfect.
Our am bas been to present a vory brief outiine of the Divine model upon wbich
our Churches are framed, rather than a description in dotai!, which would, of
course, occupy muol more time than could bo allotted to it ia such a service as
tho prescrit. But 'lye sec your caliing, brcthren ; " "lye have been cailed unto
liberty,"-liberty suob as no churcli cari enjoy which doos not conformi itself te
this rid1e. You bave recently exercised your undoubted rigbit in the caliing of
our beloved brother to the overb;ghIt of you inj the Lord. Thiero is no church
Court to say to yoit, "lwe cannot consent," or to say to in, 'lyou must not ac-
cept.> 3'bu have invited him-te bas accepted your invitation ;-aeh, as we
trust, linving prayerîlly subniittod the mattor to the Divine Master a-one. Nel-


