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tee he wanted would be that competing Canadian bridge
builders should pay the same for their material that he did.

The protective feature of the tariff should be such as to beefficient in hard times as well as in good times. Even under
present circumstances, American mills while very busy on
their home orders, are making special prices for Canada onsteel rails for railway purposes; and our information is thattheir prices for Canadian consumption are fully $3 per ton
below what they seli at to the largest railroads in the United
States. The objeet of this is obvious.

An illogical provision of the tariff as it now stands, is with
regard to the heavier sections of rails and shapes; and we point
to the fact that under the
tariff the manufacturers of
steel ingots and billets are
given protection to the
extent of $2 per ton, while,
if more capital and more
labor is invested by them
in the conversion of their
products into the higher
forms of rails and archi-
tectural sections, no cor-
responding protection is
afforded.

Too much stress cannot
be laid upon the fact that
that portion of encourage-
ment granted to Canadian
producers of iron and steel,
in the form of Customs
duties, is bestowed very
largely for the purpose of
protecting our home mar-
ket from just such unfair
competition as that herein
alluded to; and as long as
steel rails are in the free
list, Canada will be a
slaughter market for the
overproduction of t h e
United States, Germany
and Belgium, and our
manufacturers be a somewhat
trusts.
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easy mark for American

OUR IRON INDUSTRY.

The preface to the fifteenth edition of the "Directory to
the Iron and Steel Works of the United States and Canada,"
collated by Mr. James M. Swank, general manager of the
American Iron and Steel Association, just published, supplies
facts regarding the iron and steel industry in the two
countries which show that Canada is making satisfactery
progress in it at this time. Approximately the population of
the United States is about fifteen times that of Canada, and
on that basis we draw a few comparisons and conclusions.

Canada now has fourteen complete blast furnaces, and four
in course of construction. The completed and building
furnaces have a total annual capacity of producing 1,090,300
grosa tons of pig iron. In his Directory Mr. Swank describes
406 completed furnaces in the United States, either active or
reported to him as likely to be some day actife. Eliminating
some of these in the latter category as being, in his opinion
dead for all time, there remains less than 400 live furnaces

to-day, and many of these are the largest that the world bas
ever seen. The total annual capacity of these live American
furnaces is placed in round numbers, at 24,000,000 gross tons,an increase since 1898 of 33J per cent. The actual production
of pig iron in the United States in 1901 was 15,878,354 gros
tons. Since 1898 Mr. Swank has transferred fifty-eight
furnaces to the abandoned, dismantled or inactive list. Accord
ing te this showing, if ail the completed furnaces in Canadahad in the past year been worked to their ful capacity, and if
the four'furnaces net then completed, had been in operation,'they would have produced a littie more than one fifteenth of
the entire quantity of pig iron produced in the United States,
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66 per cent. f the capa-
city, while in Canada the
actual production was ;oly22 per cent. of the capacity. Mr. Swank shows that sice1898, 58 Amercan furnaces iad been transferred t9the

inactive list, while 'he dees net mention that any similartransfer had been made in the anadian list. N morefurnaces of small capacity are being built in Canada, but onthe other hand several of large capacity were cempleted lastyear, and several others lave been or will lie cempleted this
year.

Considering the population of tlie United States te bel inround numbers, 75,000,00, and of Canada, one fifteenth ofthat number, say 5,000,000, the per capita production and
consumption of pig iron in the former in 1901 was about 475pounds and in tlie latter about 110 pounds of domestic pro-duction, and of both domestic and imported iron about 125pounds; the imports of pig iron into Canada in that year
ameunting te 35,782 net tous.

It is not t le supposed that the per capita requirement ofmanufactures of iron in the United States as cempared withthe requirement in Canada is nearly four times as great, for it8 net,; anc it should lie berne in md that Canada is a largeconsumer of certain forms whic are net produced here, suc oassteel rails, architectural shapes, etc., the value of imports of
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