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LOOKING NORTIL.

TuE remark has been made before that Cenada ean extend
her bounduvies in one direction ouly, Alveady she is lunte
by the Atlantic Ozewn to the east, and by the Pacitic ty the

west, while the bundary of the Great Republic marks hor

limits to the south Tun one direetion only, therefore, ma,
Canada extend herself : she may 1esen ont towards the North
Pole as far as Nature will peemit  What really usefui and
practical extensions of the country s turit may yet be made in
this direction remair to be seen ; bur we do know that we (an
go much farther north, and that to much bert v purpose, than
was deemed possible fifty vears ago. twenty-five yeavs, or
even only ten vears ago.

rountry from east. to west the (lnalian Paeitic Roilway hos |

opuned up & great main line, from which branches will <hoot
northward along every avalable avenue, and will penetzate
whernver thore is anyrhing worth looking after. What this
rarlway has done is to establish communication with the world
aud o base of supplies Along the whole east and west liae, ol
for both summer amd winter, and always open. The ventureis
now fairly open tu thuse who like to try, and we way look for
it that men of enterprise will soon be found to push the venture
tor all it is worth,

Our’preseat bus.ties is more particularly with the vegion of
counvey fang ovih or “Poronto and between here and Lake
Nipissing, 1o recenthy opened up throughout by the comple
tion of the Callander cxtonsion, giving connection with the

Canadiaa Pacific main line.  On the last day of the old year!

the Toronts 6/loh- published a ery full and interesting aee sunt
of the towns and villages alonz this nerthern route, deseribing
their progiess, trade, and prmeipal manufacturing establish-
ments ; and we now transfer to our columusa good dual of the
wformation supplied concerning the latter. These are, of
course, mastly in connection with Junber and manufactorves of
woud, although near to the city mixed manufactures of wood
and ivon, in the shape of agricultural implements and machin.
ery, are cavried on to « large extent. Up to us far as Graven-
hurst the esuntry has been opencd up for years back, while the
counties of York aud Simcoo are old settled districts. What
n:w interest there is attaches chiefly to the district just now
opened up by the Callander extension, from Bracebridge to
Thorneliffe, at tha east end of Lake Nipissing, where it con-
neets with the Canadian Pacific main line. .Recommending our
readers to what the Globe has to tell of what has been done as
far as settlement has Proceeded, we invite them to take a glance
farther north, and to contemplate for u little the possibilities of
what may be achioved by pushing at least as far ns James’ Bay,

Over two to thres fhonsand miles of !

iwhin-h is the < mtharn arm of Fludson's ay, the great Mediter.
‘rn,m‘:m of the Nurth,
i Many desariptions of the naturad charnateristics of Old
( Canade have pretty widl impre o uport our winds the 10t
that svhat geologists vall the Lamertian formatian underhes a
¥t pexion north of the gre: ¢ g, with iapottant extensions
fueto rhe eonntey south of 1t o well Except in valleys here
st U there, and where 1t bavders - newer formatiouns, the
 Lavrentian country 1s nof an agris alture] eountr , and never
Swill b tiough Hmited districts oveur which nre exceptionally
well mhipted for raising a superior quality of dairy produce.
Tiaher in immense quantities exists, and the northern linits
iof praciud ton-mining have ne ver yot heen determined, for the
any demand to speak
{01 for the ave  In all probability most people, when glancing
b tie v, have promptly coneluded that the vast ferra incog-
rit v ing around the southery end of Hudson's Bay could be
yaope other than another Labrador lying inland, what we may
{eall wn ulura-Laurentian country, where nothing but rocks and
Isnnw and ice were to be looked for. But thisisa great mistake,
the scientific men of the Canadian Geological Survey assure
les, and of lato years they have been giving us new light on the

prensun hielly that there never has been
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+ Going north we come 10 the height of land which separates
jthe waters flowing juto Hudson's Bay from those flowing into
fthe St. Lawrence.  And now let us get hold of this important
Hact, and note iy well, that as we get into the James’ Bay
Jvegion, we find owrselves not in & Taurentian country at all,
 but standing on geologieal formations of immensely later ago—-
the Devonsan, and, later still, the Carboniferous. This alters
%tln- v entirely , we have now tu deal with quite another geo-
logical warld, so to speak. Here we stand on the iron, also on
 the coul, most ymportant of all.  Professor Bell says in ons of
his reports : -

“Arouad James' Bay and up the eastern side of Hudson Bay
lie great Jeposits of 1won and ceal, so close together that, with
the cheap water freights which the region nay afford, the dis-
trict along Jawes Bay may yet become another Pennsylvania.
| And after referring to the soil, climate and forests, says:

may, however, become in the future the greatest of
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I* Minerals
the resources of Hudson Bay ; lirge deposits of rich iron-stone
on the Mattagami River, in 1877, have been found ; inex-
t Imustiblesupplies of good n, -aguniferous iron orewere discovered
fon the islands near the east main coast of James Bay, and
' promising quantities of galena, and also near Whale River,
{ races of gold, silver and copper.  On the cast main coast lig-
niwe was found,” ete., ote. .

“ Another explorer, referring to the great deposits of ivon,
coal and other minerals in the neighborhood of James Bay,
says: ‘T have no hesitation in pronouncing this district the
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