
brin lIng about thi% gli hai- con-iurnna-
tion

THE IMASIC OF MISERY

A ('iinesû Bride lias ne voice in the
choice of hier ftutre C')flhi)'Uiit; the
groom eve'f lias littie or niling to dIo
'with the sclection otlis wvit», and seldo0m
even bulholds lier Lwvt ii<tt alter the Leere-
Mornieq oit ie inarri.1-ge day. The pro.î-
flhlnaî'y :ttVi'àflzetCits arc ai miade by
the' pîýrents, with the assistatieu' o)f: :4î t
called - tht' ga,-between," who, ini China,
is a sort ot Iprife'zsiot'i-i Uitriiflil
ag«1t. 1ie keepsa. list L' .tl the eligible
young Lidies, witih details 'ted par ticul-
ars, ~onvîtas a !ùrok(-r ini liv"o ;toek
would do. After a satislactory seleetitin
bas been nimid, thu cet-rmoii Oh i'
Min,*. à kiual of be-throti:tl by the inter-
eli:tit-gc of presents and various relierons

rieis pertortned by the friond et the
bridegro,îun at tlw honteu tire bride'.;
failher. The dowry is atsý' pail to the
lather anid toninai Ietters otf propos:tl and!
consent are interelt.w(red witî ii'ni. 'Ple
blessing of the ancesturs ot botli is roaver-
ently sougrht at the anoestr d altar, andi,
usually, ai wild gooSe and gantier are
preserted as ail eîublern (>1 eotiji r al fide-
liLy andJ affection. 'Flic next cerernOny
i8 called N.ip-l>je, anti consists c;f the3
presencatimn of the wedding robe witi
other presents to the bride hy the parents
of the britte-rooni. toliowted by a grand
dinner at the bouie ot the latter. The
parties are tio%' betrothed. Tho third
8tagre in a Chinese uiîrriage is Tsenc-
Kee, or dAie selection ot a lucky day for
the wedding. 'This being settled by an
appeul te the oracles. hli bride spends
the thirty days preceeding hier m'arrnage
in bewailing'c her renioval Cromn ler tat-
her's house.7 The niglit belore the wed-
ding is wholly spent ia lameatations by
her and lier attendants. Two days are
set apart tor the bridai. ceremonies. lTea
trst is for inspection of the bridai pres-
ente, whicli are displayed at the bonie of
the bridegrooni. On the second day the
nuptial ceremonies occur. lThe bridai
Cha~ir is sent by the bridegrroom and is
richly adorned, andI bears tbe emble -m et
au orange tree laden wvitli fruit and strings
01 coin, and the inevitable goose «Ind

gau1il< r. TI'o provesi nr iri wi ti
lier, accoue pan ied %vith uat*e jj. railt, aînd
pollt: t losely veilod. shi ;' 0L~t.
chair and enter-i lier tu*t ir( !i -nu, lf,'l by
lier youn test brother wiî ' ves bier
*Ltv:ty.' After sevî'rai o' 'nies of
obeiî-Lceo te lier l'0 d. rî'tto the
rgucsts. worshilp to t ;î'*-îra tablets,

cliauubt'r, wlîere tci>r (e2'~o Vt!eoives

lier aloiw, au-1 littinz licr voil. t -, lie
fir-,t t:ilue gazes elpout tho (I l Il i,, bride.
Slie thon ccimes tertb awi ti ;i a cure-
niony î)rocee1i. 'l'lie prieiil 0 bi:ture
of it is te driikie 4y tlic bni-l 'nd
groomu frotl two cupsajo-il by t t
cord, wvhie the attvid:cits rep -a sent-
enees abwut hutre Io-ae" :il h i

Tho'b cerei-uijies ovinr, she i, h o-1 .vith
gitts andI conducted to a ch:,' w 'î''»reý she
sits for inspection, the \ii<'.r'' X

pected to examine anîd prdh 't'r t>trt
et bier attire andi orneamct-ý, the sna~ll-
ness et lier teet andth Ui leauty ot ]ler
persua. At seven o'clock iii the eVe aing
a banqu'4 is lielet. .rt wiiic!î the bride
brings thc principal ilish troin t Ui kitchen,
with lier' own hands ard pl-ces it on the
t tble, and assumies tic place ofit wait.ing
ruauVIL Buit, alaï ! ail this grandir us
otitea, but tOe uu'tsk (>1 ilden miierv.

W'hat happiness car. tliere be in such a
straîzeuneetioealanit hlettlien fonun>

Arclîdeacon Troy tells of fiticen vira-ins,
near Cantoni, ivho, on learuîin-r that their
parents 1usd ptfflanced titor, n,>t to,-etàer
and resolve I t" c.îrnruit suicide. 'i~
flanc t;hernelves into the river and arc
burieêd ini what je known as -,iThe Vin-
gins' Tomnb.- Hie alsnri lntions aourier
case whl i oeýnrred in 1873, wthere eigtîti
young gri rls Who had becti Uî,us caga' .'tid,
clothed iu their best attirue, and at eleven
o'clock in the darkes i ot the eiSht, walk--
ed out to the river's side, beund togetIier
by cords, and hurled themeives into
eternity to avoid the igeron2y andI nisery
ot a hearcless marniageo and probabty a
polygainist's home.

Mrs. Baldwin, of Chiri'î. ",iveï a stili
sadder pieture of heathen illotherlbood.
«I Yes,v said a poor worm tni %lio camae to
conitort lier on the deatit ot lier oiv babe,
"I know all about it, 1 %va married. and
our tirst child wa-s a girl. 0, how 1 loy-
ed it as soon as it was bore. But it was
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