14,

LETTER FROM PHILADELPIIA,
PuriLsaDELVIIA, JANCARY T7n, 1876,

[ From the Presbytarizn Witaaes. |

AMr. Editor:~The exoitewsnt ineident
i0 the Holidsys ssemed to increans rather
than diminish the dntsrests in the meet-
ings conducted by Messrs Moody and
Sapkey, in tho greas Depot Hall, 13th
and Market Sts. in this city. The only
meeting cmitted was on Christmizs Eve ;
the services apyropriate to Christmas day
being lield on Thursday evening, when to
an immens e audience Mr. Mcody preach-
ed from the texs, ** Behold 1 bring you
good tidings of greas joy, which shall be
to all people.” Mr. Sankey and some of
his great choir sang sowe of their sweetest
and woet jeyous Christmay hymsa, Dur.
ing the protracted season of inclemens
weather the attendance was far bsyond
the expectations of any, avd on the worst
evenings tle attendaunce was not less than
from five to six thourand, and when the
evening was at all passable the attendance
was much larger. With the return of
good weather comes nightly tho great
crowd of the ogening daje, snd week days
and Surpdays the hall is f2ll| ten thousand
being ¢ e regular andiercer, with af times
ten thonsand tureed away unable to get
in.  The deire to ges seatx near the plats
form iz 80 greut thazt parties come and
wat oVoar the deers for hovrs hefare
they zre cpen, aed four ard {ive thous-
and people sre often waiting for admis-
sicn. Many coms in ot the cloze of one
gervice und sit for three asd four hours
waitipg forthe naxt ope. (Jn New Years
eve ihe sirvice begen =t % 'clock, and at
4 v'clock the crowd began to gatker, and
at 7.30, when the dems were open, the
bouse was filled in a few minutes. The
rexvice lasted from 4 t3ll 12 o'clock, and
at ench hourthe doors were opened forin-

gress avd egrees. The Hall was denasely
recued duricg all the evening, full fifteen
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thourand being present, and thousands
were turned away unable to get in,

A few months ago who was sanguine
enough to suppose that from ten to fifteen
thensand people wonld sit from 9 to 12
o'clock to hear a simple presentation of
the Gospel and simple aongs of praise,
exd that, too, onthe New Year eve of the
Centennial Year, when the city was all
ableze with illnminations, fireworks, flag
raigings, processions and werry makings,
—snd with the excitement in the atreets
seldom if ever before equalled? It is fair
to stppose half of the audience were not
church geers  Mr. Moody preached three
mest imopressive sermons, and in the
midst of one of them cailed the Rev Dr
Fluromer, of Suuth Cgrolina, into the.
witness stand 10 tostify as to thereality
of the Gospel presched. Mr. Moody
propoanded some practical questiorson
differens phaxcn of Christian experience,
&nd the difficul'ies met with every dayin
the inguiry roome, and the Doctor’s ready
and exhaustive answers thrilled the vast
svdiencs.  Doring the evening Mr.
Sankey rang with greateffectThe Ninety
and Nine,” aud other solos, and witha
choir—out in Inll force—sang a number !
of apprepriatn hymny, wrranged for the
occasion. SHps coutzining the byrons,
brd been distributed to the immense
sudisnce, an¢ when ihe many thousand
voices swelled the chorus, a mighty
volume cf sweet svunda of praise sscend-
ed heavenwnrd. Op Suunday Isat the
eight o'slock morning lecture to Christe
iass was attonded by some six or gsven
thoutand, largely the represeatative
Christians of our most active churches
All over the hwuse the rustle of leaves,
ag passage aftev passape was referred to
showed that the aundience were noting
them in their Biuvleg for future -1se. In
the alterucon the Haii was ecrowed with:
women otly, and in the evouing notwith-:
stending the rain, o lsrge audience of
men ouly were present.

Many of the prominent ministers of all
denominations sre present at every ser-
vice, apd amopg the distinguished mes-
ou the platform, other than these, have
been the Presid-rt of the United Statee,
Pest-master G -neral Jewell, Ex-epesker
Blaine, sepaters and mewmbers of Congres:
Judges of the United States Saprem
Court, Bishop Vail, of the Episcops



