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hold the Sun of Rigbteousneu!1 Theusick
sud self-condemned soul craves to be
cured by the lhealing touch of the All-
bol Saviour. In fact tbe most sublime
sud beautiflul trait of God's holineu la
lUs intrinsic and unavoidable virtue to
gave the fallen, and fascinate them, as it
were, out of their aecustomed courses of
evil. The vik*st heart, should it buttr
te conceive lM, nay only to approach
lmwithhuiiilitv,isranctified. Itmay

be difficuit tu hiold and maintain tài
sanctity for any length of time, but no-
thing is more certain than that even in
the midst of our worst transgesions,
the intimate affinity between the fr-ail
hwnan soul and its prfecýt Prototype
remnains unbroken. The blessed punty
of our Fatbier., nature charma us b>' the
power of spiritual instincts which can
neyer be extinguished by aay amaount of
ev.l-doing.

The abstracet conception of purit>' is
of course the opposite pole of cousclous
siafuiness. lloliness and unholineasseaa
flot exist togetmer. Tite infinitely pure
God as an tÈItimate Idea, can not, in
the lirited view of human morality, be
acessible tu the impure heart of mnan.
Divinit>' and hiuxanity repel each otber.
God is by the limitation of nature re-
moved out of tlic circuit of human at-
tainnient and hiope. The mityhty con-
&lgration of Ilis eternal purt> would
consume our offending mani ho, did we
dire approaclh the Altar of the lloly of
holies. Between heaven and earth the
infinitc guif yawns unbridged. So argues
the sad inoralist, and the saddcr theolo-
glati. But our untaught, hunian nature
ms perlhaps more hopefui, and better pro-
vided for. If' God was as abstract, in-
perrnai, and one-idcd as our theories
ofuioraLs -nd religion, h e mivht dwell
la selfisl secluiaon frin tlic worTd, amidst
the blazing glor>' of lus own nature; if
He bad lxben pos3ssed of that loveless
hsetic liulimiess in which some uni.atu-
rai minds beein tu take delight, humanity
mi'glit cotitent jalatc- Min with despair, and
the world lie in degradation for ever.
But what s flic reahity of the case? He
is flot riglitcous who remains content
with wliât is commaonly calied virtue,
and do nfot try to win other sa-ais which
lieiluvice. Ileis rigbiteous whoscruples
flot to mix with unrighteous men, -but
dcligbâts lu their company, not that his

own righteousneu may ho coaapromised,
but that their unrighteousness may be
removed by the contact. He hs truly
rigbteous vho consente even to suiffer and
to be persecutedl in the hands of sinful
and desperate men, that their poisso-
tion ma>' la>' bare the true beauty of
sufforing, Ioving, unsolfish righteousne.s,
and awaken the latent sorrow and ton-
dernoss of their nature. How any
hard-hearted evil-doers have thus heem
shamed out of their vice and impenitence!
If so much can be, said of the riorhteous-
ness of man, what languago shallâescribe
the depths of that attribute in God?9
Ail the ahoenation of which we cosnplain
lies with us and not with hlm. Wo fear
to, approach Himeoven when we know
lie cails us, and thon say that communi-
on with Hlm is impossible. We prefor
aur own disgrace ta the glary which, we
are aware may ho obtainod in His pre-
sence. But bad as we arc, we stiil can-
itot help being captivatod when Hie
]ovin-, sanctifying holinesa is laid by
somne devout man boforo our unriheou
souls, and we are constrainod to boive,
in spite of aursolves, that the hope of
salvation is stili left ta us. The God of
holinesa la accessible ta the gr.%dp of the
faintest soul, according to is capacity,
and the vilest uinner need flot despair ta
catch an occasional glimpse of theglories
of heaven. The God of holinose la not
an austere, unforgiving, hateful God, but
a merciful Father, evor conscious of oui
weakness and always ready to remedy
it, and ailow us a share af the bounties
and blessedness of lis pcrfect nature.
The Gyod of holiness la neyer distant, but
always with us and within uw, even whea
we transgross, giving us good aspirations
and renewed encouragement in the per-
forinance of the arduous duties of tife,
over watchfol of lis children's salvation.
In the dazzling dise of the sun, ln the
rnild magnificence of the maon, and in
the stainloe azure of the ether*al sky
tho God of holinoas shines ovore.l
the pure breath of the morninfr air, in
the gentie fragrance of the oponang bud,
in the diamond draps of the failing dew,
in ail the smiling grandeur and sacred
bcauties of. nature, the loving God of
holinoss reagas overmore In &Bl thie
pur'ty and touching holineu of huaa
ex ample, in ail ~e struggles, sacri-
fices and triuanphs of the suffeuing


