
FLOTSAM AND JETSAM.

J. B. McKillop, London; Harold Fisher, Ottawa; His Hon. Judge
Huycke, Peterboro; W. N. Ponton, K.C., Belleville; George
McGaughey, North Bay; F. P. Betts, K.C., London; W. A. J.
Bell, K.C., Barrie; W. H. Wright, Owen Sound; W.' R. White,
K.C., Pembroke; F. H. Thompson, K.C., Stratford; A. C. King-
stone, St. Catharines; Charles Garrow, Goderich; T. D. Cowper,
Welland; R. T. Towers, Sarnia; W. F. Brewster, K.C., Brantford.

f[oteam anb 3etsam

THÈ SmALL Boy's RiGHT TO CL IMB.

Judges Hough, Ward and Manton, of the Circuit Court of
Appeals, were once boys, like other men, but unlike so, many of
them, they have not forgotten their juvenile propensitie.' They.
recail the exasperation with which- the average boy contemplates
the spikes in the telephone poles, ending abruptly some tei* feet
above the ground, the fire escape ladders just out of reach, the
barbed wire and spikes that a conspiring civilisation employs to
keep boys from climbing where they should not.

This is clearly reflected in a decision just handed down, uphold-
ing the small boy's right to climb, recognising the impulse as normal
and reproving the placing of temptations in bis way, without
taking every precaution to guard the climber who might otherwise
endanger hims.elf. The case was that of littie David Fruchter,
eight years old, against the New Haven Railroad. The road
built a bridge over its tracks in the Bronx, with Iatticed supports
which woul tempt a boy to climb, and left them without any
safeguards. David elimbed to the top girder in pursuit of a pigeon
in a nest. In doing so he came into touch with a live wire, which
burned bis arm so, badly it had to be ampiutated. His fathèr
sued the company and an award has just been upheld by the
Circuit court.

How far ,railroads and pthers should go in tryiflg to save
Venturesome children from. their own daring is a mooted question.
Clearly the Court believes that in this case, at least, the Companfy
should have made the structure safer by some kind of obstruction.-
There is no question, however, that the dlimbing instinct should be'
fostered. It leads to many accidents, and some of themn serionS,
but it also, leads to caution. The climbing impulse is one Of the
Miost valuable of oýir heritages from the prehistoric daYs when


