
UNCER'rAINTY OF LAW.

the brain of a Gladstone and the inflexibilitv of a Solon. An
extreine instance of the disagrecjnents that may arise in n judicialI
procecding is found in the famous Maybrick case. Mrs. Maybrick,

some twenty-fivc years aigo, was tried for the miurder of her
hushand by the administration of arsenic and the first thing the
prosecution had to do was to determine that he had died fromn
arsenic poisoning. Thereupon two witnesses of the highest
enunence iii the world of Science sa-d that, he did -o die, and two
eq ually emineni said that lie did not. Now, if men of Science,
wv.thîn w hose province it is to detcrmnine such matters, cannot say
positivelY, low can a Judge or a jury? There, then. was a case
iiîvolving questions of the highest importance, and y'et it 15 oneQ
iii whielh the essentirti facts couidi not be proved by earthly skill.
*1i<ge, jurY acnd counsel did îlot know, and apparently the doctors
dol flot know vither.

)ni, of thle iffilut ies in Jealing with the facts at ail is t bat

very often we cannot lo)ok at them abstractl.).-we do not dis-
isilt'themn fromn irrelevant surroun(ling circunmstances.

VWe think of the trappings, when we should bc thinking of iviiat
iiiiderlies t he trappings, and se follow the Philosophy of flerr

'J'(ýeusdrýickl as set forth in the pages of Sartor Resartus.
loe have aIl, at one- tinie or another, seen a group of boys

Mýtt]e point-; that arise in their gamnes, such as, Who is entitled to
tne Nue ally ami who to the greeni? w'hose turn is it? and se on.

1 daresay t'hese point.- of ownership and of precedence involvei
quiestions that niav be comiplirateci, but there is always a swift
conscin.us of opinion amiong the b)oys that setties the miatter on
t he spot. Why? Berause t he boys are going straighit ta the
,)Oint, unemnbarrassed by' what 1 have called irrelevant andi

qîltalot ters. 1 have soinetànes thought that if w'e were
to recluce thle law probleins which are presented to uis in t he guise
of coitests over iinny dollar-, Io eontests over marbies, we muight
lind t hei more simple, acnd cuir findings would be at :îny rat e ris
ellital)le as if thle dollars were in dispute. In thle ahstraet a1

qIliesI ion invol ving million,- shiouilc not 1w more coniplex t han one
in vol"-iîcg thle poss-ssion of a miarbie, but. few oif us can look at


