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CRIFF JUSTICE WHnTESrnL.

dinary character, exceeded any of the
causes cclebre8 of the Victorian age. As
the chivairous advocate of Theresa Long-
worth ini the Yelverton case, Mr. White-
aide delivered one of the most splendid
addresses ever spoken; and it has been
related that when, overwhelrned with. the
plaudits of bis countrymen, he hurried
over to Parliament, the great advocate
was the object in the British House of
Gommons of an ovation uniqu nit u
rials, being received as hie entered the
chainher with general and enthusiastic
applause, amidst which a grave member
for the city of London, carried away by
the spirit of the boui, exclaimed, in a
tone audible throughout the entire House,
IlEngland is proud of hier Irish orator."
In 1865, under Lord Derby's third ad-
ministration, Mr. Whiteside was re-ap-
pointed Attorney-General, and, after hold-
ing that office for a few weeks, ivas, in
1866, elevated to the dignity of Lord
Chief Justice of Ireland, on the retire-
ment of Chief Justice Lot roy, on wliose
behaif hie had, previously, so generously
and ably spoken in the House of Com-
mons; and that position hoe continuod to
hold until, at the age of 72 years, the
great old mnan passed away in the foul
vigour of his intellectuel poxvers, and
xnournod by bis coutitrymen of every class
and opinion-rich and poor, learned and.
simple aiike.

The lata Lord Chief Justice cati hardly
be said to liave been a great judge or a
profound lawyer, but hoe was an eîiiniently
constitutÏonal rilagistrate, and
"To hinm the hnrnblest riglit that clîeers the

hut,
Outweighed all treasures of the golden East."

His veneration for Coke and the ancient
masters of oui jurisprudence was intense,
and so intiniately had lie imbued his inid
with the spirit of their teaching that often
when bis exposition of the letter of the
Iaw failed in porfectness lio yet, as it were
instinctively, reached a Sound conclusion.
But, bis judgmenits on the whole are Yiot
sncb as to coilmand a lofty legal ostimate.
T'bat 'which. will, perhaps, be found to
display lis powers at their best, however
open to controversy nîay be the decision
at which lie arrived, appears to us to ho
hie judgment in O'Keefe-v. Gardinal (Cul-
Zen (7 IR. J,+T. R1. 100), which lias beon
exclusively recorded in extenso in wliat lie
himself býUt lately called Ilthat valu-

able publication, the Irisit Law 'irne8"
(Willes v. L. e N. W. Ry., Ir. Rl. 10 C.
L. 103). Neither catn we dlaim for him
a position of a superior order in litoraturo;
but, the work which iras the fruit of bis
sojourn in Italy won a success in its day,
and exhibited soiue ability; whule the
magazine sketches written in bis early
inanhood, and recently re-publis-hed, evince
xnuch acuteness of perception and pun-
gency of humour lowevcr, thougli lie
had always a. cultivatod taste for litera-
ture-a taste whicli was curionsly dis-

Iplayed during tlie State trials of 1843,
wlien lie insisted on tbe reading of the
exquisite littie lyric, Il My beautiful, my
own "-yet, blis labours as a litèraterr
were inerely rocreations, aîxd serve but to
show the catholicity of bis higbly-cul-
tured intellect. That hoe could wield bis
peu at tintes, even to the Iast, with rare
iixcisivciees and noerve is sbown by bis
rocent correspondenco with the Treasury,
in relèrence to Mr. Blackbam's appoint-
ment (printed in extenso, ante, p. 485).
Several lectures, delivered at public iii-
stitutions, also romain, and further evince
the versatility of bis genius. I-is career
and characteristies as a politician it cornes
not properly withiu oui province to dis-
cuss, but it is allowed on ahl bauds that
lie was ever hrue to ]lis convictions, and
that hoe was a consistent and honourable
political opponent. 1e was aready, fear-
bass, and effective debater, but, as a par-
liamentary orator failed on the wlîole to
eqiial Ilis reputation as a forensic advocate.
Bevouid ineasure bis greatest legisiatitive

iachievement was the introduction of the
Irish Conurnon Law Procedure Act, 1853
nor should it be forgotten tluat the Act of
1856, moroover, was to a groat extent an
embodinient of bis suggestions. That in
itself constitute8 no inconsiderable dlaim
to national remînbranco, and it shows
that, liowevor hostile miglit bie the fine
old chiet to the preteutious schemes of
modern law-refornî, bis predelection for
the auicient ways prevented himnifot from
joiuing iii the march of real improvement.
But it is as ant orator, above aIl, that
Whiteside xviii ho rememibered in after
years. Matchless bis rhetoric, hrilliant
bis dialectic power, inîpressive and im-
pa..sioned bis langtiage ; every variety of
forensic eloquer.ce was at bis commad-
humour, pathos, passion, stern sarcasm,
scathing invective, wit in it8 îaciest vein,
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