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THE CURIOUS EGG OF THE HAGFISH (MY XINE).

BY Proressor Epwarp E. Prince, DoMixion CoMMISSIONER

oF Fisueries, OTrAawa,

In classifying fishes. scientific ave al\\'a_\'s plac-
ed lowest on the hst “the }*a""shrs an ‘.‘.u- prevs. Indeed,
the well-known writer on fishes, William Swa m\ m, in his ex-
cellent book, the “Classification of Fishes,” ‘un"¢ n, 1838, goes
so far as to claim. regardi 1i.« hagfish (Myxine). that “all
authors agree in placing it ne r: wWOorn }u se fish are, of
course, far r«.-mu\'n d from the worms: but '.'.iii‘. the excepticn
of the Lancelet -‘Hv-:m;:".n'unv 1 or Amphioxus), they are the
lowest and most rudimentary of ver te animals. T} he L.w
Dr. Theodore Gill and others 1 that they ou
be separated from the true fis
owing to thar many rudimer
they have no paired fins. no !
{the jelly-like notochord persists), no complete

laced 1n ;l St

no segme

NO pancreas, a very <i'n]-‘ *» brain and n us system, a pecu
series of ml.»p wckets instead of typical filamentous gils, ¢
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their whole form and structure are in contrast with t
fishes, and higher vertebrates generally. "1t is still a d
question whether or in thi
referred to are orng
nerate. In all, the moutl
not biting. The lamprey
side with its mouth, whi
removes flesh and blood
hagfish bores i1ts way iﬂ?u
the interior, leaving little more ti
victim. Fishermen find cod and haddock hanging to their hooks
iich have been ’1('5’.?'1_\" d 1 in tl Moreover K the }‘.3"'- sh
has a remarkable device for protectin g itself from enemies.
skin is provided with slime glands and pores, which enable it,
at will. to pour out a great <.-u:::1’i1}' of tenacious ropy slime,
in which it envelops it (!24 I have seen a \;v'(‘.::‘.r n, the size
of a medium-size eel, fill a bucket with this gummy grey sub-
stance, exuded from the slimr pores. There are not many
species of haghishes, and they are very local in their occ \xrn nce.
Thus, Myxine glutinosa is well known to abound off St. Abb's
Head on the Scottish coast, but is rather rare in mhvr areas
Our Canadian hagfish so closely resembles the British form that
both were included in the same species, though our western
form is now known as M yvive limosa
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