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necessary one, and one upon which there should be less ignorance
than at present prevails. Instruction on insect life is incomplete
and insufficient if these *“1;»( riant aspects of the subject are not
carefully interpreted to the child. and apart from the inherent
utility, the increased interest aroused in the child’s mind is such
tn.n the lesson will be remembered far better than if a mere
“nature talk” of the usual type were given.

It is impossible in a short article of this nature, the object
of which is one of suggestion rather than of formulation, to
indicate the numerous subjects which insect and animal life
treated in this manner supplies. There has been far too great
a tendency in the past to treat animal life in a really nldcss
fashion, and in a merel descripiive and “‘ object lesson ' manner.
The interrelat ionship, the methods of living and the functions of
animals have been insufficiently considered. To the child they
existed, but existence is a s I‘H part of life. A living creature
is not individualistic, it is a member of a vast kingdom of
living beings, striving for existence, preyving upon each other
and in turn attacked insidiously by enemies greater or smaller
than itself; seeking to secure the best means for the continuity
of its kind, which is their chief tnd and paying dearly for mistakes
in judgment or action. Individualism is impossible in the world
of living things, every unit of life is dependent on and bears some
relation to «u].t rs, and, therefore, to treat them mdq»tn«lcntl\'
1s not only in possible but wrong. A diatom is a micrc SCopic
unit of vegetable life and interest ing in itself, but how much more
interesting is it when we know it is not only one of the land-
make r\ by the accumulation of its microscopic skeletal struc-
tures, but .:‘;w an important foundation of our food, for upon it
numer crustacea feed, these in turn are consumed bv
Lir;{t'r crustacea of Hn- ( :h}: family, and on these fishes subsist,
and in this wav conts { * food of man himself. It is
very rarely realized how depe -n«!rm we are upon the constant
wariare which is taking I':mr in t alm of insect life for even
our own existence. Were it not 1e enemies of insects, to
escape from which the I; ly striving, we should
be deprived of e very ‘egetation would ne
exist, but the activity of certain insects. which are parasitic o1
the insects des ° keeps them in
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