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Charles the VII conceived the idea, of digestiîig the several custoins
into oîîe getieral code for ail irance, atid to this end, by the lQSîth ar-
ticle of tle ordinance of 14.53, (1) usually calied the ordiiiance of
.131ontils le Tour, lie directed the seve Ki custonis aid usgsof
eachi Jîirisdiction to be ivritten, but notlîiig fîîrther ivas (loue, iuntil the
year 14.5, Miecn the cîîstoin of Ponthieu Nvas reduccd to writing under
Charles the eiglith. I-lis successor, Louis XI, is represcnted, by tlîe
Histoilati, Philip de Commines, and by Dutnoulin, te have been very
desi roîis of haviîîg"I one custorn, one weig/it, and one mieasure, ilhrotigh-
'< out his Kingdomn, and t/uit every Law s/iould befairly enre-ist e
"cin the French languagc ;"1 (2) yet il, (tos flot appear tlîat any of
the customns wvere compiled during his -administrationi of the Govern-
ment, bu£ iii th.8 reigrns of the succeeding moîîarchs, particîîlarly Louis
XII, Francis the 1, and Hlenry the 11, înany wvere finishied, and the
wlîole, comp)reliending sixty collections of generai customns, iii force in
tie several Provinces, arîd about three hundred local custoins, iii foi-ce
in the difireet Cities anîd Bialiwicks of the Jingdoni, were completed
under Chiii'es the IX, afier the expiration ,oftlic century from the
comnîe'cemnt ofthe design. (3)

In the excution of the ediet ofOCharles VII, the States General of
cachi Province, consisting of the deputies of the nobles, the ecclesiaîics
aid the representatives o? the comnnons, wvere coîwokcd by the royal
letters patent, issued for that purpose. By thien, ,NIit ass-.qeinbled,'an order wvas directedl to ail thc Jutdges and otiier Royal Law Oflicers
of ilie Province, reqîîiriîîg thin to transmit to ilie States General, re-
ports of ail the cuistoms and tusages practieed in tlîeir respýIective Juris-
dictions, froîn tine iînînemorial, These repoi-Ls ivere referred to a
special cornîitte-e of the States Geuicral, by whlloin thcy wvere reduîced
to abstr-act maximas, arranged iii order, and so returned to the States
Gen-eral by wvhoin they %ver.- examincd, confronted witlî the orig.iîial
reports, discussed and accepted or rejected.(,I) Those iv1îiclh ivere ac-
cepted, being confirmcd by the Kingz, eîîrcgistered ùudi( publislied ia
the sovereigîui Court of the Jurisdiction to wilîi they related], (5) bc-
caime the Laiv of that Juîrisdiction, binding tîpon its inhabitants, but in
no ivay aofecting the righits or prerogatives of the Crown, (6) and sub-
ject, at ail tlimes, to any alteration which the King rnight think proper
to make by a royal oruinance. (7)

The redaction of the Cuisomn of Paris %vas among tlie first. In 1510,
Louis the XII publislied a geceral edict, in which, afier reciting, that

(1) Ordonnances de Neron, vol. Tht. p. 43.
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1, P. 9, sec. 1O--D'Aguesgeau, vol. 7. p. 302 S, 363, & vol. 8, p. 150, Es 1.53.
Case of Rex and the Duýke and Dutchess dle Vainquiiion, decided 5fUu August, 1762,
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in the Diet. des Domaines, vol. 2. p. 479.
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