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Good things done in secret ail hidden away,
Are the pearis that for ornamnent shine,

Anid their lustre will blend, in the pure light of
day,

\Vith the geins that are truly divine.
For the clear light of truth on your labor will

gleam,
'Till it shines hy its own perfect light;

And new joy to your heart wvil1 be found jr
each beani,

When yru know 'tis a tower of right.
JUL.IA M. DUTTON.

GOD AND THE LIGHT WITHIN.

13Y CHARLES M. STABLER.

Every person who is aid enoughi to
know the word 'lGod " has in bis
mind some idea which this name r._,pre-
sents ; yet there are cortparatively few
who attempt to expand the idea ta an
adequate conception of the Divine
Being. Indeed with most' of us it is
probably true that ive have one
God in our im-agination and anather
in out reason ; one Gad that wve see
with our "miiind's eye," a being in the
formn of man, majestic and beautiful,
seated on a throne in the heavens ;
and anather that we perceive througrh
the understanding intangible, and ail-
pervading like the law of gravitation,
yet containing in unlimited measure
the qualities and attributes which con-
stitute our ideals of gaod.

Fcr al! practical purposes it may be
true that this visible tangible God of
the imag-nation is adequate ta our
needs, especially if the visible form is
viewed as the embodiment of all those
qualities that are essential ta our
highest conception of good. Vet aur
reason, and a deeper penetratian into
the nature of spiritual as wvell as
material forces, may lead us soaner or
later ta the feeling that this Gori of the
imagination is anly a graven image set
up in the temple of the' unreal heaàven,
and that when sa viewved, we should
nOt bow% dowvn ta it nor worship it. If,
when this state of mmnd is reached, we
cannat fori- a mare adequate concep-
tion of the Divine Being, wve are in
dianger of drifting inta atheism, for
înuch of the sa.called atheismi in the

wvarld is nothing more or less than the
breaking af this graven image of thu
imagination.

There are two ways of escape frui
this resuit. One is ta look, as il were,
throughi the image ta, that which the
image represents; that is, ta keep be-
fore aur minds that, wvhile we have en-
dued this image with love, it is but a
finite representation of an infinite k>ve '
that, while we have given the imnage
majesty, paover and goodness, it is but
a finite representation of an infinite
majesty, pawer and goadniess. And
thus in proportion as we can expand
aur conception of the qualities which
the image symbalizes, in like prcîpur-
tian will aur ideas of Gad beconie
adequate ta aur understanding, even
though these ideas are seen through an
image that we feel is in itself finite and
i nadequate.

The ather miethod is ta discard the
imagie altagyether. Remern-beringý that
God nmust of necessity be incapable of
limitation ta definite form, but is in ai,
throagh ail and aver ail, we mnake no
effort toagive Hinît tangible or visible
farm and figure, such as the imagina
tia"n can grasp, but cantemplate Hlis
qualities and charactcristics throughi
symbl)as mare apprapriate ta stich an
ail pervading existence.

It may be true that this methad is
merely anather farmi af canceiving (;od
through the exercise of the imagination;
yet as it is an exercise of the imiagina-
tion in Iines parallel withi those o!
reasan, it leads to a canception miore
in accardance with reasan, and there-
fore likely ta prove mare satisfying.

This niethad, will best be understood
by an attempt ta apply it.

True conceptions we aim ta forni are
of Gad's ail-pervading and external exý-
istence, the infinite degree af ail His
attributes (power, wisdom, lave, etc.)
and 1lis amnipresence as a personality
thraughout ail creatian. Tl' attain
these, we will advance thraughi paraflel
conceptians: first of infinite timie, tlhen
of infinite space, t'hen of the infinite
existence af matter as ta space, timle


