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pearance of a large red bouilder, and was said to
have been taken fromn the inside of a horse, the
propcrty of MNr. James Rhodes, colliery owner,
Coal Aston, which had died sudd'n13 a few days
since. The animal vas tventy-sciven ycare, old,
and up to the niglit previous tu iLs death appear-
ed to, be in good health. Mr. i3ingley nnd Mr.
Nelson thoughit the siubstance hiad its origin froma
the horse having swalloi'ed a nail, or a piece o?
wire, at some remnote day, and that it lmad ln-
creased to its present extraordinary size by grad-
uai incrustation.-Slicffield ii*ldeieudeni.

]ENGLis5U LivE, STOCK< TIMEE CrNTURIES AG.
-Polydore Vergil, writing about the beginning of
the 1Gth century, thus describes the cattle and
other live stock in this coutitry at that period:
IlEngland is well stored with ail kinds of beasts,
besides asses, mules, camels, and elephants(?) ;
but there is engendered neither any venemoos
beasts, nor ravening, exeept foxes, aud in old
times wolves; by the which incans their cattle do
freely stray without harn, alinost without an atten-
dant keeper; for a man mnay sec herds o? oxen and
horses, yea, flocks o? sheep, daily wandering and
nightly, through his and dates, through common
fields set open for pasture, and throughn such
several grounds as evcry neiglibour may take the
conimodity thereof in feeding bis cattie after the
corn is gathered in; * * *a great company
o? their horses do uiot trot, but amble; and yct
neither trotters nor amublers are strongest, as
strength is not always incidient to that which is
more gentie or less courageous 'fheir oxen are
o? the like nature, wherefore many o? thern are
yoked ut once in one plotigh or carL (for both the
earth is tilied, and cars drawn, as weil with oyen
as horses) whichi aiso, stand man la no smal stead
as touching the bearing of burden. Their oxen
and wethers are beasts, as it were, of nature,
ordained for feasting, -vhose fiesh almost ini no
place is o? m ore pleasant taste; but beef is peer-
1ess, espeeially being a few days powdered %vitlî
sait; îîeitber is it any niarvel, for that beast, once
released from iabouring, is kept up for their corn-
mon feedinig. In fine, the chie? food of English-
men consisteth la flesh; neither among theni do
those oxen iack their commendationl whicb, aftcr
long travail [or travel] are killed in their age,
albeit their fleshi is harder than the other."

ETIIE APPLIED TO VETERINARY SCIENCE.-
The vapour of soîphurie ether lias, we hear, been
cmrployed at the Royal Veterinary College, Cam-
den-town, on a sheep and a horse, witlî the most
dccid4cd success. The first-uauned animal was
affeted, and had been fur many, nonths, with an
incurable di,-case of the hiock-joint. The pain
Wns so severe tiaIt tie poor shecp was quite una-
bIe to put lier foot to the ground ivithout experi-
encing muel, suffering. On being brought into the
thcatre $lie was caused to inhale the vapour o?

ether throughi a tube, and in about five minutes
aftcr it wuas evidenit that she was under its influ-
ence. he leg %vas lien arnpuitatcd b3' INr. Sinis,
ind nt the thigh witbout the slightcst indication
of any pain. whatever. The opera" ion occupied
about six minutes, and within ,20 minutes front
the comnmencement the animal wvas reinoved front
the theatre restored to sensation and conscious-

n'ss.lie horse was labouringy unnr a chronie
affection of the near fore foot, eonimonly krown
by the ninme of the 'lnaricular disease," for which
the operation o? Ilunnerving" is generally resor-
ted to as a remcdy. This 15 necessarily a very
painful operation, and ofientiaies the operator bas
to contend againqt the violent struggles of the
animal, particularly at the instant when the di-
vision of tie nerve is affected. lut this case the
ether vrapour wvas inhaled for about 13 minutes,
whien the horse fell forward, and the nerve on
each side of the leg wvas divided by Mr. Spooner
witbout the least manifestation of pain ; a slight
convulsive action of the limb, similar to, that
wliich takes place wdmen a nerve of a recently
killed animal is eut throughi, alune giving inidirca-
tion of any sensation. Within 23 minutes thi-,
animal had also perfectly recovered froom the ef-
fects of the echer. No restraint whatever was
resorted to, to keep the animais in the required
position for thesc operations, and the inhalerenm-
ployed was flot one inventedl for the purpose. but
an apparatos tcxnporarily adjusted by Mr. ilor-
ton untila more perfect one was obtained.-Ties.

hilE LoNDio- DRAY AN,ýD CART 1litiORE.-This
animal lias not, 1 imagine, varied mucli front what
lie was a hundrcd year.; ago. He is emiployed for
the sanie purposes-in the same situations; con-
s-equently, size, weight, and strength werc, and
still are, the chief tliogsq wanted in hini. Ilis
price bas, however, varied considcrably, as he is
to be got at, 1 should say, about a third less than
50 or 60 years back, when, 1 have been told, 80
poundfs was no unusuial price for a dray or distil-
ier's lhorse. If we wvere to, judge by the docility
shown in these monster animaisÎ, %ve miglit be led
to imagine their natural dispositions to be better
titan the high-bred horse ; but 1 do not bcliet'e
this to be the fact; their quietude proceeds froni
their being less irritated than other hiorses; they
are never really dîstressed, or, a.% is the case wiii
the race-horse or humter, punislhed to make exer-
dions wvhen they are. Their spirits are not so
highi, tior is their blond ever got up like that of the
horse at fast work; so they arc neyer thoroughly
cxcited. A good deal depends on the inenwho
drive and attend theai. They, unlike the coach-
mian or groom, have no pride in seeing a horse
fast at his work ; they are slow themrselves; and
provicied the horse obeys the motion o? the whip,
and " coiiie'itlier who's'" or Ilgee who's." or backs
the dray, they do not care if he is haif an hour
doing it. This accounits for the docility of the
drayand cart horse.-Sportsna's Mag,.


