
NARRATIVE PIECES.

a piîlowv out in stono. Thicy ]lave
beoxi cleaned out and i itc-%%'ashcd,)
but thc stenci is stili Overpoivering;
imagine wvhat it ivas ihcni inhlabited
by people wvho werc nover let otit, 10ho
liad no inattrosses. and had to wcar
tlioir clotiies nighti and day i And, if
so much chceating gocs on1 about tMo
food iu tlio hospitals, wvhich arc open
to every visitor, hiolv inla> ive imagine
those people wec Led 1

"9 Thoere -was one celi stil] ivorso tîxan
the othors. A littlc wvinding staircaso
led up to it. Evert w'ith thic door ivido
open you could not soc thoe person nt
your olbow. 0f course, 1 hiad hecard
and rend ail about thoe prisons, as y-ou
will rond this ;but, standing there, it
came upon mo as it liad never donc
bieforo, as a new soniso, what it ivouid
1)0 to havo thiat (loor shutt upo)n ono.
Evein wlhon it was Open, tho darkincss
secemed to WeigIl likie a ycnr Of nîid-
niglit on my elhcst, anal to crusii tho
i)reath ont. I don't think 1 sliotld
liavo courage to try to keepi alivo thoero;
1 should lic doîvu on that plank bcd
and nover more aiiy more. A mian
was kopt sixteen years lu that hiolo!1
In that momeont the last spark of pity
r hiad foit for the Bourbons dical Ont
of mc, and I could lhavo clappeal mny
bands for joy to think that it was
over. In othor Couintrios a single
abuse may arise, like that whihi Chans.
Roade lias fouimdcd ]lis novol, Ncvcr
too Zate to, iend; but this was the sys-
tein uphielal by tlic Govornmnoint, and
known iii ail its details to Bomba at
loast, and mnade uise of itot against
criminals, but against noblo-inindeal
mcn-against xnany evon stupidly in-
nocont, whli a( not an idoa of boing
patriots, but in wiîose duisty book-
siielvos mnight haro beexi founal somno
book with a forbidalcu naine or word
in its pages, whieh liad probably neyer
beon openeal by its preserit owncr.
'Ulîec is a good reasoni for novor final-
ing a library la the lîouse of a Noapol-
itan.

tg But these are not the irorst pri-
sons. Thîey are dry: thiere arc othoers
by thue sea, îvich drip nighit anal day;
îrnd a gentleman wlîo -was witlh us hual
been infornîcd by one of the released
prisonters Uf a torture inventoal by his
jailor-to dash on imn througli an
oponing at the top, cold water at any
timo, nighit or day. Rie conil flot
îsvoid it in any part of his ccli, andl

nevor wont to sleep withotit expeoting
it. It becaine a hiaunting terror to,
1dim, andl lie lind to romnain hvrn
iii lus w'et cloth)es until tiîoy dried
tupon Iiim. It %va,; a way of cxtorting
muoncy froin thoe frienris of a prisoner,
to torture liijîn unIvss iribcd not to do
so. Tliere were namies anal dates in-
scirlbecl on the rock-one of a Spantiish
nobleinanl 200 ycars nigo. Some told
of ver' long îuîprisonmcents ; it secm-
c(i as if tlic vory rocks werc li)in)re-g-
niateal Nitlî siglis and tears, ayd groans,
and as if thcyv îvighied an(d crusheal
ozue's heuart witiî xiscry.

"iBut ti ore is mlore to telle vcryv hor-
rible and znvstenious. lu the mîiddlc
of titis Iargý_ cave thiere -%viîs a great
rounid liol, with a low parapet Wall
cnclosixîg it ; and, looking doîvu into
it, ive Sui anlother liole eut in tlic
rock, like iliat in whichi wc stood-
larger hecauiso of niot being filleal with
thie colIs, and veî*y deep-lightedl by
a slanting shiaft to bbc opening of the
upper oxie. Tliey told us that this
was tue place iii Iwhiceh bhey useal to,
])ut a nuxubor of pîisoners, whiom ther
waxîtcd to get rid of, togo-thoir, ana
.shoot thoxa froin abore. Thoro, wn&
ant mro2 grate in the side. of the upper
hail nhli led down by a staircase eut
lu the rock to thie unidor one-a wvide
staincase, tho ends of the stops sharp,
but in tho niddle worn iinto ono con-
tinuon'. siope. Breni if the stony of
the shiooting is an exmggcration, it
iiicît have taken t/aousands of feet to
îî'car tho stops like tliis ; ancI certain-
ly those foot lhad miot carnical peoplo
tiiero for tlîcir owni pleasure. Thone
is another gato nt tie bottom,. andl
mono colis opeing uponi tue stains. It
is truc tliat ail arouina the sidos of thîs
cuvo, about the lioighit of a înialis hcadl
andl cicst, the w-ails are nakeal witiî
round lioies, wvhich C,îptaia - said
hecoulal not imiaginie h,îviig bocnimadc
by anything but a btillet. Supposing
that thiis iras used itot for political
l)nisoners, but i cases of nîilitary ro-
volt, yot what a systeoni to put mon
into a iid beast's liole andl shoot thîom
dlownl instcad of biavingi. ant open cxc-
cuition after a fair triai 1 'flic bcst
colour one cuit put upon it is horrible.

,il took t.hochlildreiî: it, wiii not ho
my fauît if thocy do uîot grow up buttons
of tyranny and dark dealing. 1 did,
not allow thern, lîcver, to go into
the cols, lest they shoulal bo poison-

277


