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opened on Swebbath 7th April last; that
besides preyious liberal contributions of the
colonists towads its erection, the collection
on thet day nmounnted 10 £106. There is
not only ample scope. but great need in the
city and district, for additional Free Church
ministers.  Mr. Panton is indeed very ur-
geut, wot only for more ministers, but espe-
cially tor teachers. The Romish Church
has already planted schools there; and. for
wint of others. some Protestant and Pres-
byterian parents had been induced 10 send
their children to thens.  Mr. Panton has ob-
tined the promise of sites for two schools,
und though one teacher has already been
obtained, yer other two, if zealons and well-
quulitied, would not only reccive mwnple en-
couragement. but would also find a peeuli-
arly interesting ficld of labour.
NELSON.

At NELSON. an important and increasing
town 1t the north end of the Middle Istand,
the Rev, Mr. Nicholson hus been minister
since March 1848, The foundation stone of
the chareh, (the only stone in the whole
building, the superstructure heing of wood).
was laid on 22ud Tebruary 1849, and the
fabrie is, we doubt not. tinished iong ago.—
In proof of the willingness of the people. ir
is worth stating rhat the entive nusmber of
Scoteh Presbytertans in the settlement is
313, and the contributions tfor the buildine
umonnted to £314, being fully at the rate
of £1 for ¢ach imlividual, young and old.—
In o letter dated 9th Nov. 1349, Mr. Nichol-
gon gives the follewing account of Ins posi-
tion and of his Lubonrs,

©Since my arrivad here. T have fonnd an
open door—an auXisus desire to hew the
Word—aud tuvarizhly. nongst the Seotch
eettlers, u strong attachment 1 the Chureh
of our ivrefutier=, with i< simple yet atiect-
g forms of wership. I have often seen i
this foveign land the songs of our Zion suug
with tears.  *They wept wheu they remem-
bered Zion."  “The buildivg and completig
of our chureh, itis estimated. witl coxt L700.
Gur people, Tway say tru'y, have sulserid.
ed liberally tewards tire Building Fand;
md, touse the lanmuage of the upostle,
‘that to their power, vea, and beyoud their
power, they are willing of themeselves in this
matter”  Butin the way of completing the
building clear of debt (and delit is u serious
matter n 2 colony with dnterest at the rato
of ten per ecut.), and of raising a suitable
provision for » roinister for the next three
years, it is too appavent thet, without ussis-
wnce from home, their utmost exertions will
fall short, very far short.

*let e also say, no people could be
more yrateid for the heme assistunce receiv-
ed and veeavitgg s ad evel now Lie prego-
sition has heen wade 10 prepare 2 doaation
on behalfol the Colonial Schemeof the Free
Chureh.

" Only lately this fair laud was covered
it s of heathen durkuess, and was
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the sceno of horrid cruclties; Lut now the
wilderness and the so' tary place are glad,
and the desert is beginuing to blossom in
the beauties of holiness. T'he ery, * Coma
over and help us’ was raised, and that ery
was answered.  Religious instructors came
from afar—:they came to the help of the
Lord against themighty”  Itcennotbe thet
this lovely island, which smiles so sweet far
away amid the melancholy wain, was ereat-
cd for nothing beyond being the plaything
of the mighty ocean. It was ereated {for the
use of man—a field for the flock of Christ,
and it is the command of God 10 go out and
inhabitit. By the help of God, the seeds
of Christian truth are now heing sown in
this intant colony; and the benefits of that
sowing will be reaped by the waiting lubour-
ers of the lovely isles of the vast Pacific, and
by the paront country hierself perlps many
ages after.

“ I preach twice every Sabbath, and eve-

ry alternate Sabbath three times. I have
also weck-day preachings.  One Sabbathin

every four 1 preach at Nelson in the morn-
ing at eleven; ride cight miles, and preach
a second time at three; mount again, ride
six or seven miles, and preach a third time
at hulfpest six.  On this jowrneyr 1 have
sometimes very bad rouds, and two rivers
o cross. One Sabbath in every four I
preach at Nelson in the morning ; ride ten
miles: preachar three; return to Nelson for
evening sermon. A\ prazer-medding and
Bible-class every Thursduy evening in Mol
<ot O for the refrezhing showers of Di-
vine grace! so that the viney.ard of the Lord
here ey be abundantly watered; and may
the Lord not euly revive and quicken us,
hut wlo Jiis inkerdance wheraver it is wea-
ry! Give thy Chuveh, O Loid! like tue
daye of oid, seasons of glorious sunshine
from the presence.”
WELLINGTON.

At WELLINGTON, 2 town of great com-
mercial importance in the south end 6f North
I<land. o winister of the Church of Scotland
was stationed se early us the heginning of
1840, About the timeof the Disruptionthe
congregation became vacant.  Although the
Free Church has been unable hitherto o
s:npi)]ly them with o minister, the Rev. Mr.
Inglis, a respected missionary from the Re-
forined Preshyterisn Church, whose lehours
among the natives had been interrapted by
lucal disturbances, officiated amongst thers,
with the concurronce of the Colonjal Com-
mittec, till lest spring. His church hsd by
this time resolved thnt be shonld roturn ts
the missionary Jahonr for which be was ori-
ginally destined. Jo consequence of thig,
the people fully expected that o minister
from the Free Chusch would be immediate-
Iy sent ont o supply his place.  The disap-
pointment which they have expericneed, as
mail I hag arrived without any tid-
s of Piunl Justructor, has ot heen
relioved. in the case of the great bulk of
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