
4 CORTICELLI H-OME-, IEEDLEWORK.

Arcixipelago and iii Italy. Sonie were of white linen tbreads alone, sonie of
white and gold tliread intermixed, and some of colored sillcs, of which crinisen
silks seezns to have been the more favored. Suited to the Jinens and dottons as
being so inncl ligliter iri texture and appearance than silks, satins, and velvets>
the einbroidery was on the whole of fiuer and sialler stitchery. A great deal of it
was of small cross and tent stitches, of fine buttonhole and other evercast or

'whipped or closely tm isted thread work in
L ~ conjnnction vith drawn thread and cut

ilinen work,froin which arose that important
and special offshoot of needlework whvlîi
'we knew so well as Neediepoint Lace.
But herelIcannot treat ofthis. Itis alarge
subject and leads one far a'way fromn emn-
broidery proper. A great variety of pat-
terns abound in the r6th and 17th century
enxbroidery on white ]inen ; se nxuch se,

- --indeed, as to become a special subject of
study by itself. It is therefore out of the

- question to, convey any idea of this variety
by mieans of the one or two specimens whici
are given in the illustrations. A principal

*' feature of the whole cIas"s is the comparative
* . niodesty aud the distinctive appropriate-

ness of the patterns to their particular
purposes ond materials. ÙMuch of thue
niodesty is ne doubt due te the patient
repetito of thue saine devices in the
pattern, wiiilst the ornamental appropri-
ateness of tiýe embroidery te the white
linens is peculiarly determined by limiting
the ornanuent to bands, berders, or sali
edgings simply. 'ro take for instance such
an example of Italian linen embroidery as
is 'j'ven in Fig. i, which presents oee
corner of a fairly large tablecloth. The
restricted character of the ornamexital
details is as noticeable as thxe rnodest

Fia'. 2. PARTOP A BORER OF RED SILc
SQUARE MBSuI NUr, VITH PATTrERN DARRD coloring of the enubroidery, which is in

>Trxo Ir 01F COLORE» A'» oLi Taii&îs. brown, blue, and 'white thread. The lace
edging te the cloth is a specimen cf one cf the earliest known classes of pillow-
made lace, which was called mner1l/i a piombini, and is muade cf interchanging
brown and white threads twisted and* plaited into Vandyke devices. The outer
inargin of plain white linen is separated frein the main center cf the cloth and.
well defined by a bold rectangular band elaborate openwork and embroidery,
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