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LORD COLERIDGE ON THE LA WS OJ
PROPERTY.

The following is part of an address by Lorc
Chief Justice Coleridge :-It seems an elemen.
tary proposition that a free people eau dea
as it thinks fit witli its common stock, anc
can prescribe to, its citizens miles for its en.
joyment, alienation and transmission. Yet
in practice this seems to ho anything but ad
mitted. There are estates in theise Islandi
of more than a million acres. These Is1andE
are flot very large. It is plainly COnceiVablE
that estates might grow to fifteen million acreE
or to more. Further, it is quite reasonably
possible that the growtb of a vast emporium
of commerce might ho checked, or even a
whoie, trade loat to the country by the simple
wili of one, or it may be more than one, great
land-owner. Sweden is a country, speaking
comparatively, small and poor; but I have
read in a book of authority that in Sweden at
the time of the Reformation three-fifths of
the ]and were in mortmain, and what was
actually the fact in Sweden might come to
ho the fact in Great Britain. Th)ese thinga
might be for the general advantage, and if
they could be shown to ho so, by ahl means
they sbould ho maintained. But if not, does
any man poaisessing anything which he in
pieased to eall his mmid, deny that a state of
law under which such mischiefs couid exist,
under which a country itself would exist, not
for its people, but for a more handful of themn,
ought to be instantly and absolutely set aside?
Certainly there are mon, who if they do not
aasert, imply the nogative. A very large coal-
owner, some years ago, interfered with a high
hand in one of the coal-strikes. lie sent for
the workmen. lie declined to argue, but he
said,stamping with bis foot upon the ground,
".411 the coal witbin so many square miles is
mine, and if you do not instantly come to,
terme not a liundredweigbt of it shaîl be
brought to the surface, and it shaîl ail remain
unworked." This utterance of bis was much
criticised at the timne. By nome it was hold
Up as a subject for panegyric and a mode] for
imitation; the manly utterance of one who
would stand no nonsense, determained to, as.
sert bis rights of property and to tolerate no
interference with tbem. By othora it was de-
nouncêl as insolent and brutal; and it waa

s uggested that if a few more mon eaid aucli
things, and a few men acted ou them, it

1would very probably resuit in the*coal-owners
h aving. not mucli rigbt of property left to in-
terfere witb. To me it seemed thon, and

jseems now, an instance of tbat density of
*perception and inability to, aee distinctions

between things inberently distinct of which
I have said so maucli. I should myseif deny
that the minerai treasures under the soul of a
country belong to a handful of surface pro-
prietors in the sense -in which this gentleman

iappeared to think they did. That fifty or a
hundred gentlemen or a thousand would
have a right, by agreeing to shut the coal-
mines, to stop the manufactures of Great
Britain and to paralyze lier commerce seema
to me, I must frankly say, unspeakably ab-
isurd.

Take again, for a moment, the case of per.
petuities, to whicb 1 have more than once al-
luded, as exemplified ini gifts inter vivos, or in
what, by a common but strange abuse of
language, are valled, "lmunificent bequests,"
after a man bas had ail the enjoyment pos-
sible to hiru, to religious or charitable objects.
Persona either not capable of attributing de-
finite meaning to, their language, or at least
not accustomed to do so, talk of any interfe-
ronce with such dispositions as immoral, and
brand it as sacrilege. The wisest clergyman
who ever lived, as Mr. Arnold calis Bisliop
Butler, pointed out nearly a hundred and
fifty years ago that ail proporty is and must
be regulated by the laws of the commaunity ;
that we may witb a good conscience rotain
any property whatever, wbether coming from
the Churcb or not, to which the lawa of the
State give title; that no man can give wbat
he did not receive, and that as no man can
himef have a porpetuity, so lie cannot gveit to any one else. No answer lias ever been
attemnpted to, Bisbop Butler; none seema pos-sible; yet men go on, like the priest and le
vite, pass it by on the othor aide, and repeatthe parrot cry of immorality and sacrile
without ever taking the trouble to, clear theirminda, perhaps being congenitally unable tedo so, or te ascertain wlietber there is anyargument which will Ilhoid " upon wbich te,justify the charge. These are they who

"«might moveThe wise mnan to that scors which wisdom holdsUnlawful ever,"1
and from Whom I part with thia one word.
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