
474 UNrVERSITY 0P OTTAWA REVIEXV

its exercise wvas an affair of jusfice, not a favor. Is there flot
* something stili owing in the wvay of reparation for the long toler-

ated denial of that inviolable rightP On the other hand, the
*violence with xvhich emancipation wvas thrust upon the community

may be criticized. It meant ruin for the large Solithern planta-
tions on wvhich the blacks had become by this time the accepted
laborers, the willing dornestics. Is it strange that the Iandowvners
refuse stl to admit the jLùstice of the sumrnary measure by which
their prosperty wvas totally swvept away ? Naturally, too, they
dreaded the consequences of secing raised to terms of equality a
class unaccustomed to new-found liberty and exasperated by ail
the wrongs, real and fancied, of a 'past subjection. Certain it is,
the social order of the South has nôt recovered from the change.
The property-holders are bankrupt. The negro uses his freedorn
to roam aimlessly about and to indulge Î'is instincts witliout
restraint. This penniless, desultory lufe of his is not qualified to
ennoble his character or kindie his ambition for better things.

g lance at the Southern Neo'ro so fortunat-e as to obtain
a semblance of education wvill reveal a discouraging state of things-.
The black adopts no employment whichi involves physical effort.
The example of the higher classes, scorning manual labor as de-
basing, bas infected the lower. The parents teach thieir colored
progeny to avoid alI labor when possible. Hundreds flock to
towns and cities in quest of an easy livelihood, and not finding it,
prefer to suifer wvant. The large centres of the South are infested
ivith Negrroes living in destitution and idleness. Indeed, many
slaves had learned varlous trades, but remained deficient in initia-
tive and enterprise. Freedoru coming, they abandoned these
respective pursuits. Idie, dissolute, shiftless habits clun'r ta the;r
descendants, a fact responsible for much of the disfavor shown
negrro labor by the large manufacturing interests of thie South.

The Negro's religious condition offers no brigliter theme. His
moral tenets go littie beyond exempting- hirn fromn aIl restraint on
earth and e:suring, hiin happiness in heaven ; they leave him in
his false ideas, in hiý superstitions and bis vices. Obviously, witb
suchi a religion the negro wvill not be iveaned from his character-
istic defects. He finds nothing in it to enlighten his rnid or to


