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is reported to have taken place before the Bell
telephone came out.

The telephone wire in the immediate future
is to be used neot onily for business purposes,
but for pleasure. The London, Esig., Elec-
trophone Co. is going to reduce its annual
charge from £îto 0Se., and also ils service
rates, and it offers every telephone subscriber
the advantage of its electrophone, which will
enable subscribers to sit at, home and listen to
anything from a sermon to a miusic hall song.

A member of the Rat Portage, Ont., town
council has given notice of a motion to annul
the agreemient betwcen 1tle town and the Citi-
zens' Telephone and Electric Co. ;aiso to in-
st ruct the town solicitor toprepare a bilitobe
submitted at the next session of the Ontario
Legislature to give the town the right to con-
struct and operate a telephone system to Kee-
watin, Mikado Peninsula, the Sultana Mine,
and Raisiy Lake.

The Niagara Falls Home Telephone Co.
Ltd., has been incorporated under the Ontario
Comipanies Act with an authorized capital of
$4o,ooo and head office at Niagara Falls,
Ont. The provisional directors are W. R.
Campbell and M. B. Butler, of Niagara Falls,
N.Y.; L. McGlashan, A. Fraser and E. S.
Fraser, of Niagara Falls, Ont. The other in-
corporator is T. M. Brush, of Elyria, Ohio.
The Co. is empowered to carry on in the town
of Niagara Falls, in the village of Niagara
Falls, in the village of Chippawa and in the
township of Stamford, the general business of
a telephione company.

The first case decided under the amend-
nient to the Ontario Assessment Act passed
last session, was one in which the Bell Tele-
phone Co. appealed against the assessment of
ils poles, wires, and other property by the
Court of Revision for tl)e township of Win-
chester, Ont. The Court of Revision assess-
ed the property at its full value as a going
concern, and the Bell Telephone Co., in ap-
pealing against this valuation, contended that
the clause inserted in the Assessment Act by
the Legislature, although very wide inil s
language, is still not effective to render nuga-
tory the decisions of the Court of Appeal of
Ontario, which previous to its passage had
held that these properties muîst be assessed
on what is known as the Ilscrap iron basis,"
and Judge Liddell, after going very fully into
the mierits of the argument, gave judgment
to the effect that the contention of the Co. is
correct, and that the language of the recent
change cannot be said to have over-ridden
the Court of Appeal decisions, and hie, there-
fore, reversed and directed the property to be
assessed at ils value as Ilscrap iron.'

Bell Long Distance Telephones.

Since the beginning of this year the Bell
Telephone Co. has made a number of exten-
sions and improvements to its long distance
system, among which the following may be
mentioned as the most important :

Additional circuits have been constructed
on nearly aIl of the routes out of Toronto
and Montreal to handle the increased busi-
ness. In the Ontario dept. the principal of
these are :-A no. l0 copper line from Toron-
to to Windsor ;no. 12 copper lines fromi
Hanmilton to Buffalo ; Toronto to Newmarket;
Toronto to Port Hope; Toronto to Guelph.

The Co. has taken over the plant of the
Victoria Telephone Company wvhich has been
operating in the counities of Victoria, On-
tario, and York, Ont., for some ycars, and
a line will be built from Newmarket to
Browvn's Hill to connect with the lines for-
mierly owned by that Co., with an office on it
at Moulit Albert.

The Co. has converted nearly aIl of ils
single uines in Ontario to metallic, which has
improved the service to a graat extent.

Ini the Eastern Dept. no. 12 copper uines
have been constructed between Ottawa and
Cornwal; between Montreal and St. Hya-
cinthe ; between St. Jerome and Ste. Agathe
des Monts, and between Sherbrooke and
Thetford Mines. It is also proposed to
string a direct wire between Farnham and
Granby.

The line from Mont real to Ste. Martine has

been extended throughi Howvick and Bryson-
ville to Ormstown, with offices at Brysonville,
Howick and Howick Station.

A line of no 8 B.W.G. copper (weighing 400
lbs. to the mile) is under construction be-
twveen Montreal and Rouses Point, where it
will connect with the lines of the American
Telephone and Telegraph Co., and will fur-
nish perfect service to ail parts of the U.S.
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