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POINTE PLATOi 31OUSE.

Thle tine wa-: Nvhen ilie I'rovince of Quebec could couint many old manors,
wviîo.e loop-iioies ani mnassive ston2 wvalis hiad beeîî designed ils m-ucli to pro-
leut thecir ijumates agraiiist 1ii riderîiiî Indians, as tiey helped to furn-iish
warni lodgings diurîng, .Januiary frostsý, or cool î'etreats peouding- JuIy'.S tropical

clats. Of titis class wvas thec oh id îanlori.o of I.eauport; (a port ion of
whvliehi is stili standing south of' Col. Cugy 's residenice). Wlicn soki, àL wcs
renîar-ke( tllit for twvo h1undred ycars it hiad been in tie occupation of thie
warlike rae of' titc 1)ueliîsnays. Caipe Sante, Vercieres, àMontînagny liave
al1SO tijeir old siîorDnialnors, but tiîey cannot hold out very long iiinder

all(leourugfinie, leinpus c<dax. Probably the rnost extensiv e structure ot*
tlîis kind Nvas thiat of' the Baron of' Longlieil-it forineriy stood ,tt Longueil.
wliere the R. C. temiple of' Worship lias sitice been cr-ected, and a drawing
of' its ruins inay be scetn iii flie colbrated Albumi of flic late-, Jacques Viger.
tie IMontreal antiquarian.

On re!'erenice to history wvc fibd thiat it eomnprised a (lNveIIing, arnied tower,
bakery, brewery, &c. ; ail thesc 01(1 piles Nvere locuted less wvitli an eye to the
pictures 1 ue, Ilian. for flie ,:afety of the sinoinfies of' war, anI wiaî' wvas
Liie order. of the day inii lat reniote peri(td, and for the general vouivonience
of the censitaires in tlieir intereouirse witli the Lord of flic Manor. Pointe
Platon Ilouse doeý; fot belon-, lu that acre. Lt is a modern striictûre:. th-,
site liaving beeîi seiected by the rcspected fihiier oU its present occuipant, solely
for iLs natural beauty ; sofie six liundred acres of corn fieldls, witil here and
tliei:e groves of maple, oak and fir.-Properly speakitig.it. lies; beyond tlie lint.its,,
of the populous seigniory of Lotbinière, owned by its occupant. Thiree cul-
tivated plateaux descend froi thec lieights of la.nd to the level of tlie St. Law-
rence ; on the centre one, stands Pointe Platon I-buse-a commnodious, airy
dwelling,ý-in a, form, looking, to-wards the St. Lawvrence. It is surroiunded by
amiple double veraudalis, Nvitit inaple leaves neatly carved iii the wood wvork.
lu rear, and lîid by youing tirs, pine and1 maple trees, stands the billiard-
rooii, ont-bouses, stables, grainaries, in wvhich are stored fiax, hemp,
and tobacco, the cultivation of which the proprietor lias taken inuchi pains
to iritroducte ainongst the fairmers-tie soccim-ens of ecdi exhibited to ils
were of marveilous sîze. In front of tue Ilotise is a sloping Iawvn, intersected
with flower-beds, and erowned diretly in front of» tlic dwelling wvxtl a terraced
fiowcr gIarden, -;(,pariatted front ilie lawn by au enibanklment, sui-roinided by an
evergreeui liedge, witli an iner zone oU sweet i)riar ; ad.joîning is flie orchard.
fruit and vegetable garden, and a, new vineî'y, -%vliiel bîds fair to furnishi
siîorily its annual tribute of anibrosial fruit ;the wliolc skirtcdl by a tiny lake,
fed by sonie under'ground, pereniiial sp)rings ;in tie centrec a, diminutive green
islet olfers a refuge to yonder quackîug- squad of Aylesbury ducks, now convoyed
round the lake by a, pair of snowv -whité Breiien geese. A wvîre fenýe Shuts4
ont froin the Ilyoung liopefuls " of the chutcau ail access to this shecet of'
wvatcr wiit finds its outiet in tlic hilI skirting the garden. Promi the iolisc
verandah a most ex-,tensive iaudscapc iinfolds on ail sides. To file cast thec
vast Bay of' St. Croix, in a graceful curve expands-once a dreaded Iocaiity
to rafismen, in the days -when steamers lent tlîem not thecir aid, in thecir
downward course, on their tiixuber cribs. To tlie west flice Parish of Cap)
Santé setties do-%vi to thic Nvater's edre ; next, yoii sec P-ortuleif and its sa
eious temple of IR. C. worsiîip, the massive pile oversiiadowving ilhe many
siirronuding ro9)fs-tl&e rnother ivaiching over thec welfare of lier young. Si;


