
TRE RURAL OARAIIAN

BEBES AND ]POTJLTRY.

ULVIER PREI'ARATIUN.

Nature providos tliat the becs shall store their
gathorod swoota above their brood, in order that
the bec just crawling out froui iLs cappod coU Luay
ffnd the %Nhorcwit1ial ai 'which te food; and
whonover the iwcat.her je suitable the becs miay
stay unl thu ti.capt:tl* broud Le Iif.*ui it wariu, but
icave iL te its f ite as sean as it becomos tee un-
comfortab'y cXI fl L~ LLuu ruwan. TLBi faaL
teacbes us iu wliat way wa should force our boas te
place tlieir storcs in urder to winter with the great-
est assuraiice uf afety. I wintoron summer stands,
and baving nover putmny becs in a spocial dopo-
sitory, can givu nu ruh±s fur tfuse who wîsh te
wintor iu collais, etc. ; but as I have ]est but ana
ccl nxy in sixteen Scar-- on their summer stands,
pexhape my metbod may b -,af interest te sema
who may nlot desir,; te take the Lrouble te maya
their becs, as they would bave te do, te wmnterxn-
aoors.

Nearly ail bee-keeors; begin preparations ta
late for wintering. The rule with nieis te winter
an no more than suven standard L frames, no
inatter bow strang thc stock. The stores I cause,
Éither by extracting, or feeding as tie frames
may-bc full or empty, te occupy the upper balf cf
ail these frames ; 'which gives sufficient stores for
tha langest 'winter. Having geL the franies in
the riglit condition as aboa, I, on the appraah
of cola wcather, cause the cluster te accupy ana
or the aLlier sia of the hive, by cbanging the
framas tbey ara ou, in order te force tbem sa te
do. I thoen givo them about ane inch cf spaca in
which te cluster, ovor tho tops cf the frames, by
laying iD littie strips cf pina deal, to support the
covering quilt ; which quilt I make cf liglt cetton
ducl, burlap or sema aLlier parons niaterial. In
the space thus forme betwcen the mat and tops
of friunes, the becs eau ciuster, and thus add te
their chance fnr warmtb, aud aisoecan communi-
cata ensily fren ance frarne te another, withaut
obliging us te disflgurn the shoots of comb wnith
winter passages tl.rough tieru, aftcr tU plucing the
mat that ne boa can possibly crawl up around its
edges.

I put on an uppar storey and fill iL witb forest
louves or chai)', pressing it loeseiy dern on the
mat I doc net use a chaif cushion. as 1 find it
tee compact te alow the meisture generated ini
the bivo to passa off frcely. Now a rain-proof
côver with a on-=nd-a-hahf inch bole in caci end
covors thc beas, ana whea the outrance iB con-
fractcd te six or ciglit indice in Iongth for a st.ong
calcny, I censider my becs are safe until the fvl-
lowving spring.

I Use donbbao-walled and single waflcd ana chaif
hives with equal sucess, and consider that sur-
cea s achiéved morn by thp manner I propare
rny becs, than by tho hives iD which tbey are
kept.. My apiary, 1 will say, ie wcll protected
frein iina ana storm, on tie north ana wcst by an
osaRo bedgo. ana wbere no protection of that
kind is practicab1o, I tbink a cbaff hive wonld be
an advantage. Muci hu bc-en said and many
arguments maae in favour -~! tau, vexry tau hivc,.
1 think tic cxl.ucnte cf taul bives are baucat iu
their belief, &sLtougbi vrong, and have based Uieir
faitS on unsound principbes. That becs in cola
weather clucter near thec top of the hivô as the
fraine will sllow thcni, anyono cau prove during
the ccming itihter. and tiat Uie stronger colcny
will cluster in a Fpace lceu than eiglit incbes in
aiameter, they can aiso provo at thc saine tue.

Ncw as the be gencrate ahl boat. contained In
tko hive, thc prubicru le simp]y flue: In whist
forin orathapeocf fraine cait the bees bat ocono-
mL-z th ic at tlioy geunte, when Lliey ame st Vhe
very top in a cluster eîgbit inchea or leua iu diaia-

oer ? Tho answer te rue is, ene juet largo
onoagli te coutain the cluster, sud wore iL not for
the fact fiat wa muet bave a largor frame flan
this, 1 should adopt a frama ciglit luches square,
but iL lias beau found fiat the hive muet ba cf a
certain size in order te give god rosalte, s0 the
probicru changes te this furni, viz. - Wbat chape
or forta shall we give to a frame fiat contains
about 144 square indce, in ordor that a chiaLer
o! becs aiglit inches or less iu diarneter, shail hat
it anost ecanomically, sail cluster ucu;up>ing the
extrema tep part o!fiah biye ?

The TLev Mr Langstroth soived fie problem
te hie satisfaction, and ta mine, "nd freux thu sta-
tietics cf last season's wlntering, 1 sbouldjudge te
fie satisfaction cf fie niajority cf bee-keeperti. If
thoa axq auy wbo beliava stili that a taîl franie
le the warmer under sucli circumetancas, I wcula
advise fieux te try fie experiment o! attempt-
ing te beat a bigli reoon, with a emali steve at-
Lached te the cailing cvcrhoad. if they dont fin
a tremandous cold epace belaw, I aux much anis-
talion. With fia L framo the cluster rteaches
fron fie tep te the bottoni cf thc hive. IfVith, the
tail frame, a space equal te two-thirds the capa-
city cf tbe hive is below fie boas, 'with cola air
constantly coming in nt tha outrance.

Wbon car bce.kccpars forget tha traditions cf
the daxk a-es, understand fiat a hollow trc and
a maodern lave are two different things entirely,
sudalaaa-n te apply science and braime instead o!
pro-couceivcd opinions ard nations te thair busi-
ness, thon will apiculture talie a start and go for-
waxd wifhiImmense strides teward fia day wlac
losses in vintexing wilba the exception, and
bardilyllknwn iD fae nict rigaous winters cf
tha coldest parte cf the wor.-Honze Ramin.

FRESI! EARTII FOR POVLTRY.

To fowls in confinement frosh eaiLla je just as
ncessaxy iD assuring bealffulness sud vigour as
as goad fond, fer thet saoi] in the poultry yards soon
becemes paeced down se bard aud eolia as te
defy thc neals and tocs cf the bi-ds while their
droppings sean focuI the earth as te maL-c it obier-
tionable in msuy ways. In wiutex as well us lu
sninmer, this fresh caxti ebculd bc hibcrally sup-
plied., and basin is fie best. If thora is gerod sed
attucbcdl se mucli fia botter, as the birds can get
semas gren food as well as freeli eaxth ut ona and
thc saine timo. As a raie. we hare supplica biras
in confinement i freeli carth by spading up a
bltIle cf the yard wîtbîn thear enclosure cadi day
or two, sud fie way thc birds set te sud scratch
iL over is couvincing proof enougli that Vhey lk
it hugely. This is wcll cnough tie firet ycax, and
during summer, or wbjn tie grcand ic net frozen.
but when quite a large flock cf fowls are kept iD
a comparutivcly small space, Uic sal becomes se
impregnsted wath nianure us te ba unfit for spad-

igover for Uic biras, fie scond or third ycax,
aud car avire iu flis case as ta maI-e a uc'w yarda
and tain fie cld oe lite an enjeu Patch. Sncob
a place wfil ruiso fine onione, but it muet ba
ploughoade heU preceding fail as vell as fie
following spring, te mako it as flnely breken up
us possible. it wouad bc welt for semae of car ex-
teinsive breeders ta net ou tuis suggestion.

THE 1'OLISH l~OWL.

Thais vancey o! fowls bas net becu bred te se
large an cxtent as buve n=1r5 ail of ci varie-
tics, ana many of ur rcadcrs are net famaliax
'çith flicbrccduer its meite. Thacroaverul
differe-nt 'varicties of tUicerestod Poliâh, thougl
in almost aIl points, but colour and markinga of
feathmr, Uac>y am Mach alke. Tho white cxosted
bia.ek 1'ohsh in botter kuown than any c>Uaer e!
fie Folish breeas and flore ara Sareral brocdcra

'who maco a speoinlty cf tharu. On large farrae,
or whoe hawks ana other eneuxies abcuud, the
ostadl ]?lch are apt te fail an easy prey te the

thiovas, as thoir baavy croats prevent tham froru
seomg the near approach of danger until tc
lote te soek shalter and tinfety. For medîim-
sîzod places, whoro thoa are large yards and net
any danger froin wingoa cenmice, tboy are desir-
ableand profitable, and ospecially se whera they
have te ba confined iu an enclosure, thair range
uf sight ovurheitd buing cut" uif by thuir creste, and
tbey thue seldoux attempt te fly over a fonce cf
crd.inary heiglit- -4rom four Lu fivu foot. Thcy
are muet excellent layers of large oggs, and their
flash. je very fine. Tha black otaux cf their loge,
or raLlier very dark slaty colour, makes thom un-
deirabla fer genaral market purpeses, tbe de-
mnia iu car large city markets boing now prin-
cipally for birds with bright yellow logs. Unar
favaurable circumetances thoy are hardy, and
produco etrong, healthy ycung. Âs tbey do nlot
have any combe te get frozon, Jack Froat dees
net bave muzh chance te affect tbema in fiat
quarter, at Ieast. For ordinary faim use vae
would not recommcud thein alone, thougli they
are good te raut with a flock of atbers.-Farnt
and Fireside. _______

J3REED CIIRA CT.ERISTICS.

one would naturally expeet that the larger
breeds wcuadut.live the emaller cnrs, but this is
not always the case. These largo .&siatics are

L herter lived than most cf ar crdinary peultry,
ano seaux te losa thear ]aying qualities youngor
than many breeds ; iu aboi% thaey veat ont ycung,
but are anast profitable while Lhoy last. After
attaining te about firce years cf age, tbey, serra
te geL infini, tube on fat wbcn wchl fea, ana bc-
coma nproductivo, wbiie semas breede, like the
Dorkings, are net in thoir prime till two yeaxs
old, and kaep up their vigour till six or ciglit
yeaxs old. Young Doricins Inch- the ccixstituticn
of the Asiatie chickene, but gat stronger whon full
grown. Theïr principal troubles wheu yuung ap-
pear to ba tlirat and. lung difliculties. After
passing a certain stage, they soem, te have out-
grown this &fficrlty and bocome hardy.

Spanlali fovi4s fecather quito slowly, and are
quite sensiive te wet ana cala auringthiicr ba.!-
nakzed perxod. Leglirn, belcnging te the saine
dce, feathex very quickly, and thc brcwns are
rcmaxkably hardy whilo very yourte, but ane net
hardier tban xnost others wben adulte,buing as
hiable te roup as uther breeds. These breedis,
baving single combs quite largo, and large wattles,
are pecaihinrly hiabla ta disfiguroauent by frcczxng
m cola -weuther. Ahi the Hanilurgs, Gaines ana

* fantanas arc predispoed te ruup. The Pdhali
bave deheate constitutions, as aise the French, cf
which Uic Hloudans are tha hardicat. The Ply-
mouth 1'.ecks, descendod from a cross cf the Asis-
tics and Diiminiqucs, sceau to have the bardiness
of the farmner agaianst cola nddcd te the genoral
biardiness cf the latter.-Country Grntiema:,.

IT is said a han ouglit te lay six hundxed. eggs
duriiig ber lift-timc. Wo fcar many boens, like
Mosat people, fait cf fleïr full duty.

Dtrnxo làs recent visit te fie Reyal Agncul-
Luxal Society's Exhiibition at York, the Prince cf
wales viciteil the stand which is specially set
apart fur Canaldlin exlnbat&s It waa pointc cnt
te hira tiat Uic Dominion Governmcnt r. ore, as
far as possible, showmg wbat coula be grown iin
Uic fax North-West and deslred te show its pro-
dueLs a i er ta encourage emigratien. Thc
Price waa much intcrcstod, and expresse bis
"arrio at Uic wcndeuful dlorelopmont of Canada

aurias the lastfcwyeax, ana bis regret tiat ai,
prosent bc wus unablo te visit it frein thea pressur
cf other exagageninta.
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