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fotes of the Week.

Tinrk meetings. of the Grindelwald conference on
reunion of the Churches—reunion by picnic, the
experiment has  been called—take place in the
cvemng in the parish church, a small barn-like
structure  with white-washed walls. The native
population beluny to the Zwinglian sect, and therr

.4 form of worship 1s similar to that of the old-

fashioned Scottish DI'resbyterians, They stand at
praver, and their hymns are sung to what Lnglish
visitors arc apt to call drawling tunes. T©'he con-
ference, which is to extead over the summer, has
had the good cffect of bringing tugether in friendly
intercourse men and women of all Protestant creeds.

Tuk fine new church of largs, Scotland, which
has cost between $75,000 and $r1uouou, and been
erected mainly through the elforts of the minister,
Rev. J. Keith, and Mr. Holms-Kerr, was opencd
recently with a service at which Rev. Dr. Mac-
Gregor of Edinburgh was the preacher.  Previous to
the service a memorial itone was laid by Mr, and
Mrs. Holms-Kerr.  In his sermon Dr. MacGregor
maintained that all the external aids to worship
ought to be of the very best. There was not a bit
of bad taste in the church except the heaviness of
the organ (Mr. 1olms-Kerr's gift), .\t a lunchcon
which followed, Rev. Dr. titlen, of lidmbureh, said
that disestablishment wceuld be more difficult of
accomplishment than some people thought.

Tur  disestablishment  cuestibn  occupied a
prominent place in the thoughts of the Scottish
people during the recent election.  One of the
Scotch members, Dr. Hunter, it is stated, intends to
mtroduce a Bill to disestablish and disendow the
Church of Scotland. It is a modification of one he
deew up in 1885, The use of the churches will be
given to the congregations in perpetuity, all ques-
tions as to ownership being reserved, and no power
being given to sell them or to use them for other
than religious purposes.  Glebes will remain in
possessiun of the present ministers if only large
enougrh to heep a cow or a horse; but if larger they
will be made over to the parish for allotments. The
stipends, which will lapse through deaths at the
nate of about $s000 a year, will go to a pension
fund for poor widows and orphans throughout
Scotland.

At the Edinburgh Dean of Guild Court a war-
ant was granted to the trustces of the Merchiston
United Presbyierian Church to erect a new church
at Polwarth Gardens.  The site of the new building
isimmediately to the cast of the hall in which the
congregation at present worships, and after the com-
pletion of the new structure this building will serve
as the church hall, for which purpose it was origin-
ally intended.  For the church the congregation are
mdebted to the liberality of Mrs. Nairn, who is crect-
mg 1t memory of her brother, the late Dr. John
Ker, Professor at the United Presbyterian Divinity
College in Kdinburgh. It will be known as the
“John Ker Memorial Church.” The building will
bem the late Gothic style of architecture, and the
plans show a handsome frontage, and a well-propor-
tioned spire rising to a height of 120 feet. Accormn-
modation is provided for /00 in the area, and for 263
in the gallery.

A CONVENTION held in Glasgow Free Church,
tecently, of ministers and office bearers opposed to
the Declaratory Act adopted the Statement aud
Protrut agreed upon at the Inverness conventiun.
Rev Dr. Winter, Rev. Dr. Balfour, Rev. M. Macas-
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kill and other ministers who have figured promi-
nently in the opposition to the .\ct were present,
and the chair was taken at the outset by Mr. .
Hutchison and subscquently by Major Macleod
and Rev, J. D. M'Culluch.  The resolutions and
statement drawn np by the Inverness convention
were submitted to the mecting clausc by clause,
and, after discussion, were approved of, the passing
of the Declaratory Act being declared to be a de-
cided step in the direction of imperilling the
interests of Divine truth, and cf innovating upon
the doctrinal and ecclesiastical constitution of the
Free Church as set forth in its authorized standards.
A Consulting Committee wa» appointed to arrange
for united action in all the work that may be before
those who are opposed to the Act.  Representations
were made to the convention on blhalf of stulents
who have difficulties connected with their present
and prospective position under the Act, and suitable
counsel was given by Mr. *acashill and others

M.any an Canada will agree with the sentiments
expressed in the following  paragraph from  the
Crristrarn Leader . There 1s a yrowing revolt against
the organized system of suliciting votes now adopted
by political aspirants and their supporters. The
practice had its reason in the times when bribery
was the order of the day, and its sulace when there
was no secrecy at the poli. Now a man may not
buy a vote, and, if he dues, he cannut be sure that it
is delivered to order. Caavassing is no longer a
mercantile transaction, so much the better, but it
involves a painful system of pressure that saps the
political independence of many and suggests im-
moral subterfuge to must. When a lady asks her
father's grocer for a vote it is difficult for him to say
“no,” however he may wish it; but, having said
“yes ™ against his convictions, he is sorely tempted
to cast his hidden vote according to his convictions,
The obscrvation of others as well as our own will
justify the assertion that, during an election, the
tradesmen of a constituency are in a state of econo-
mic trepidation ; they arc more silent on politics
than mechanics and labourers—the latter can carry
their capital, which is skill; to another market, the
former must hold on. Candidates backed by the
canvass arc undermining the integrity of their agents
and their constituencics.

Thr London Presbyterian says: The Huguenot
Socicty of 1.ondon, which now numbers some threc
hundred and fifty members, held last week a summer
conference in Colchester, a neighbonrhood which is
exceptionally interesting for those who care to study
the history and gencalogy of the [French Protestant
refugees who, since the revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, have played so conspicuous a part in the
commercial, political and military affairs of their
adopted country. Previous summer conferences
have been held in Canterbury, Sandwich, Norwich,
Southampton, Winchester, and Bristol. The mem-
bers were received in the Council Chamber by the
Mayor of Colchester, who testified to the benefit that
town and the surrounding district had derived from
the introduction by the Huguenot retugees of manu-
factures from the (ontinent of lurope. The pro-
ceedings included the customary reading of papers,
festivities, and visits to ancient churches and other
places of historical interest in the neighbourhood.
Unfortunately, the uguenot Socicty doss not em-
phasize that religious clement which was the great
and distingwishing thing in the history of their pro-
genitors.  1f they were true to their ancestral creed,
they would be Presbyterians.  The late Mr. Turn-
bull, of Guernsey, whosc vencrable age and pa-
triarchal simplicity of Christian character have left
s0 swect a memory, was most anxious to induce
some of the leading descendants of the Huguenots
to cast in their lot with us, but he did not suzceed.

Tir London Presbyierian says: Dr. Pentecost
has been giving an account of what may be called
the “sccond ” conversion of the Pundita Ramabali,
who is now contending with such force andelo-
quence for the deliverance of Hindu women from
the marriafe custum and laws of Hinduism, which
bring so much misery on her sisters. He speaks of

scholar, and able by specch aud pen to command
attention,  Iarly in her life she ‘vas brought to
admit the intcllectual saperiority of Christianity,
through the teaching of one of the Cowley IFathers
in Poona.  She came to Iagland ; but I.vangelical
Christians, 1. Pentecost says, neglected her, be-
cause her views of Christian doctrine were heterodox,
Unitarians were friendly to her, as they had been
before to her countryman, Keshub Chunder Sen.
She afterwards went to America to pursue her
studies, and the same thing happened there. Asa
result she went back tu I'ovna, commissioned by the
Unitarians of Nncnica to establish a school fur
Hindu widows. She was forbidden cither to pray
where any of those native widows could hear her, or
tu speak to them on the subject of Christ or Chris-
tianity. That is what Umtarian Missions mean.
The Pundita attended Dr Pentecost's services in
Poona, never missing a meeting for six weeks  One
evening, in a testimony meeting, she surprised every-
body by standing up ard saying “he wanted to bear
her testimony to the great ooduess and grace of
God. She subsejuently wrote a letter to Dr. Pente-
cost, stating that up to that time she had not had
peace of soul, but that at .1 .f those meetings she
was led to see that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
and that His death was for the expiation of human
sin. She had cast herself nn Him as the Saviour,
and since then peace had ruled in her soul, and she
now confessed Him as her Redeemer and the
Redeemer of the world  Dr. Pentecost is justified
in his feeling of profound thankfulness that onc
fruit of his mission to India was the conversion of
this gifted woman. It may be stated that when the
Pundita Ramabai visited Toronto she received the
friendly attention of those interested in Evangelical
Missions, and they still take an interest in her
important work. That interest will certainly not be
lessened when it is known that she has now become
a devoted Christian

Mr. Rictarbd TURNER, writing to the Zimes
of the 21st; says: “ I have just returned from the
funeral of the late Mr. John Macgrezor (Rob Roy),
whom I have known fur nearly forty years, IHe
was a man who lived for others, and early 1n ife he
worked with Lord Shaftesbury on behalf of the
poor ragged school children. He was a member of
the committee-of the Ragged School Union, and up
to the time of his death was one of its vice-presi-
dents. For many years he was an active member
of the committee of the * British and Foreign Bible
Society,’ the * Reformatory and Refuge Union,” and
honorary secretary of the * I'rotestant Alliance” In
1851, he, with a few other barristers, commenced the
Shoeblack Brigade by sending out seven boysin
their red jackets on the opening day of our first
exhibition—on the 1st of May. He always took a
practical interest in these boys, and his study was
surrounded by photographs of many of these lads
who had been successful in getting oun in life. In
1833 he founded the Open Air Mission, and was
himself an open-air preacher. In 1854 he, with Lord
Shaftesbury and a few other triends, cstablished the
Pure Literature Society, and tn both of thesc nsti-
tutions he acted as onc of the honorary secretaries,
and as long < nic health attowcd him he was most
regular in his attendance at all chmmittee and other
business meetings, guiding and directing by his
wise counsels.  On his return from (he Holy Land
he devoted a good deal of his time for three or four
years to giving popular lectures on lus travels
throughout the” Umited Kiwngdom. These were
illustrated with diagrams drawn by himself. By
means of these lectures the sum of aearly £35,000
was obtained for different charitable objects, Mr.
Macgregor did this withuut any fee or reward, and
in all cases paying his own travelling cxpenses.
The above is only a portion of the work done by
this unsclfish and noble man. Oune said of him on
hearing of his death, * His was a sweet life,” and
another, *llis was a cunsistent life’"” Mr, Mac-
gregor was a loyal DPresbyterian. He laid the
memorial stone of Blackheath Presbyterian Church,
was-an active member of the Building Committee
and tovk a warm mterest m the property of the,
Church.
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