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Na land in sght ; a wiid, strange st,îrm about me roats
Datkness Intenise. andl cloudi; no star in aiure sors
Waves beat against my skiff ; my toiliîngDars are vain
My liete oile buffet ai the anary main.

A mountain shrouded é'eep, and O3ne wbo watchiul pray
le knaws my deepest peril, îny umultuous ways ;
Ilis oye no darkr.ess dims. To me in nidnight glooni
The pathway sceems bereft, the lucid waveq my tomb.

A flash ai ligit : Onec walling radiant ini the storm.
My feuis increase, 1 dreail the spectre'à mystic (atm.
When lo ! a vilice. 1, Good chrer. 'ris I. lBe Dat afraid.",
lie stood I'vide me. and t he slorni.losaed waves were stayed.

il tiaid soul t!Iaow slow <o learn <hy Saviours power.
lles cam thce in the sorm, in midnight's darlccst bout.
BIe not afraid. Thy skiff shahl lil's rough bliows ride,
And &Il the storms hoe alm with jeus at thy aide.

-Rev. Dwight AI. Pratt.
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The aîînistrs wark ! 17here any need ai saying any-
<ing an <bat lamiliar the? At ho first blush anc would
hink <bat <bre was not, bit on secand thauigbts, recaliectîng

wbat ministers actually do, or are e\pected ta do, we scec<bat
it is necessary ta say something.

U nder <ho liberalizing influences andi endencies <'i aur age
<ho spbore ai <ho minister's work bas been groatly widened, so
<bat it now cavors an exceedingiy largo field, and takos up
into it many hings <bat do not properly bolong ta it, or are
perhaps in a marked degree uniriendiy ta ils bigb charactor
and its gaod succoss. I< bas in miany instances broken ont
beyond ils propor bounds, and invaded the provinces ai
others, and not always ta <ho advan<age ai cither <he minis-
criai office or work ; nar ye< <o <ho best in<omes<s ai <ho pro-

vinces it bas thrust itseli inta. The liberty it bas to do <is,
if it give beed to its commission, may ho quesioned.

The minister's work is ciearly defined, and <ho province in
whicbho is ta labour marked ont as wi<h a lineofa ligbt se
<bat <bore can ho no mistake made respocting it. His com-
mission is : "Go y, <bercioro, and toach ail nations, baptiz-
ing hem in ho name ai the Father, and ai <he Son, and ai
<ho Haiy Ghos< ; teacbing hem ta observe ail <ings wha<sa.
ever I bave commanded yau ; (and the encouragement in. <is
work is) and la, I arn wi<h yau alway, even unto <ho end ai
<ho warld." Mat<. xxviii. 19, 2o. 1« 1 charge <beo therciore
before Gcid, anî <ho Lord Jesus Christ, who shah ijudge <ho
quick and <ho dead at His appeaming and His kingdam;
preacb <ho word; ho instant in soason, out of seasan ; reprove,
robuke, o'xbort *with aIl long-suffering and doctrine." 2 Tîm.
iv. , :!.

These <wa passages mark aut <ho sphore of <ho minister's
work, and what <bat work is. 1< is a purely spiritual work.
The instrument with whicbho a s ta labour is <ho Word ai
God. The object ho is ta seek is <ho discipiing ai <ho people
-converting hem <o <ho faith ai ho Lord .Jesus Christ, and
<ho building up ai hem in <ho knawledgo and love ai Him and
sa loading hemn ta <ho enjayment ai a new lufe, a lufe ai l'au.
ness and ai the fear ai God.

This is <ho grent work in wbich ho s engaged, and from
whicbho may not go down. Every stop down is a lass ai
spiritual power and ai saving migb<. Evory deviation tram
bis path ai duty su p!ainly poin<ed out is a denial af Cbrist's

kingly au<hority and mile. Evory neglcc< ta fulfil <is minis-
try may ho a loss ai souis. Every iaithful minister will
striveo akeep close ta bis Lord's will. How much depends an
<is as ta <ho ovenness andl swetness and spirituality ai <ho
minis<er's mi, and <ho ligbt in whicbho will look on <ings,
and the encouragement ho bas in bis work no ane can over-
ostimato. Ho must fil bis mind witb <ho thougb< and pur.
pose ai God cancorning bis duty. Ho is an ambassador ai
Christ, wi<h a cammission in ternis <bat are clear as a suni-
bcam. His anc suprome abject in flie is to bo saving mon
froni sin and bclping hem ta holinss ; and <bat tbtougii <ho
preaching ai <ho Word ai God.

When <bat is admitted-ar.d wha doos nat admit it ?-it
relieves <ho minister frani much <bat ho cithe? takos upon
himnself, ar is put upan hbu by <ho opinions ai mon. 1< givos
h~Wa certain course ta pursue-ane in harmony with bis own
feeling, and anc tau agreaahie <o <ho thaugbts ai <ho bcst
mon. The minister is pre-eminentiy a 1«man af God," s Tim.
vi. i i, wha is sont ai God ta rescue ho perisbing. And any
work incansistent wi<h <bat is nnbecoming to bim. Hence
disquisitions an philasophy or science, or poe<ry ar politics, or
econamics or art are aut ai place in bis work. Ho may know
any, or ail ai these, and <bey may nat injure im ; but ho will
bo always exceedingly carcini ta make hem entirely subordin-
ato to bis wark. Thoy wiil nover ho allawod <o obscure <ho
Word ai God, or bide <ho cross ai Christ, or charma wi<h a
deceitful message <ho soul ai man, or hinder <ho trn:h froni
cor .. ct with the beart and conscience. Thoy will ho used
only as a means ta bring out <ho meaning ai <ho tmth. What
a mass ai pure rubbish, keeping close to <ho Word, rids us
ail 1 I sweeps away that empty sensationalism <bat sceks <ho
ear and'the crowd-an oxceodingly depraving and destructive
pasion-and it puts in is place <bat scriausnoss ar.d eanest-
uess <bat came of listeninq ta God, andl 'bat tbrough his
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thought sees the perid oi sinlul, immoital saufs. Were minis-
tors at ail imies seeking ta save men tbore would be verYlittie
chaif mingled with the wbeat . very littie of <bat carrading
vice (auind in them, the desire to please men sa as ta bo
applauded by <hemn for ather reasans <han seeking ta bring
themn ta a sonse af their siniulness and need af a Saviour;
very littie of that increasing and iniscbievaus evii, namely,
finding the Bible un(urnished with topics ai discourse sa <bat
ail kinds ai subjects (ram aother quarters are descanted upon.
Sublects unwortby ai a rinister's cansidoratian at any time.

Oh. that the Lard wete bore i body again ta cleanse His
temple af <bese triflers 1 <bese mistaken mon <bat instead ai
Christ preach another Gaspel, and su mnistead souls ta their
doom 1

If any man is particularly anxious Io croate a strong mind
far scien<iflc onquiry crr inspire a passion for paetry, or culti-
vate a love for art, or a taste for <he science ai government or
ecanomics, let hinm preach <he tru<b <bat goes down into <ho
dep<hs ai <he nature ; <bat cleanses <he ove so <bat it is made
to see, <bat improves <he taste so that it appraves <ho things
<bat are exctllent, that strongthens tho judgmont sa <bat it
discerns <ho rigbt, <bat sets <ho boart and mmnd in lino wi<h
God's thouRb.an ail questionls. There is no higber wisdamn
than <bat.

Dr. joseph Parker, speaking reccntly an t<bu "I Modemn
Sermon," said <is :"I believo <bat with strikes, elections
and compting metbods of gavernimont, as sucb, <ho preacher
bas nothing ta do. Wbat ho has ta do, and ta do at ail risks,
is ta croate an atmaspbore whicb cannat ho breathed by
injustice. . . . Atmosphere is Gad's way, parisansbip is
man's." Witb <is we agroo.

Gad's tbougbt strikes deeper <han man's thougbt, it
cleanses and rectifies <ho nature, and makes it strong far
<ho rue and <ho gaod and <ho beautiful as nathing cisc cani.
It is extreme ioolisbness, <hroloro, for any preacher ta turn
bis ligh< into a farthing candie illumining a stariairo,
when it migbt sbine as a pianet in <ho spaciaus firmament.

Speakt God's word in Gad~s way, and God wili awn it. The
source ai ail <ho mischief in <ho ministry ai <ho Ward lies bore:
mon seek great things for themselves, <boy are not willing ta
seek only God's glory ; heir own glary is <00 aten a prime
element in their motive. WVo must preacb Christ's cross for
Cbris's salie, o<berwiseoaur preaching is powerless. And oven
if it do create a stir it is as <ho noise of a cannon's roar soan
forgatten ; it bas i it no abiding force.

In 1839 Robert Murray McCheyne wro<o ta William C.
Burns : IlIf you lead sinners to yourseii and not ta Christ,
Immanuel wili cas< <ho star aut ai His rigb< hand into utter
darkness. Romembor what I said af preacbing out ai the
Scriptures ; honour <ho word bath in <ho matter and mannor."
Alangsideofai <is may ho placed an observation made ta D.
L. Moody wben ho bad as a yaung canver< addressed a Sab-
bath scbooi wberc there was a groat deal ai intorost mani-
fested and in whicbho had bad, I dare say, a goad deal ofiself-
assertion :"lYoung man, whcn you speak agaai, honour <ho
Haly Ghost."

Thero is anothor rogian aut ai whicb <ho Gospel preacher
will. ta a largo extent, ho kept, <bat is <ho rogion of contra-
versy. How much good is dono by <bat ? Nat much. The
trutb laid down and left ta do its own work under the power
ai <ho Holy Spirit is <ho most effective modeofaiwarking.
Cantrovor!y aten ongendors a bitter spirit which may become
chronir. When <ho Disruption had braugbt ta a close IlThe
Ton Vears Conflic<," in <ho firs< Assembly ai <ho Froc Church,
Dr. Guthio said : Il1 am glad to got rid ai cantroversy. 1
wish ta deote my days ta prcaching, and ta <ho pastoral
superintendence ai my people." Robert TrailI, ane ai <ho
oa Puritan Prosbyterians, says . IlItas iaund by experience
<bat as it fares witb a minister i<ho irame ai bis beart, and
thriving ai <ho wark ai God in bis soul, so do<h it lare with
bis minis<ry bath i its vgour and effects. A carnaI fratre, a
dead heart and a baose wa!k make cold and unprofitablo
preaching." IlAbove ail men ho shoubd be careful of bis
beart and intentions, <bat a!l ho pure and spiritual. No an
in any work ho is called ta is under s0 strict a necessity ai
dependence on <ho influence and assistance af the Holy Ghast
bath for gif<s and grace." If <ho minister is to speak as the
oracles ai Gad ho must first live as <ho oracles ai Gad dictato.

The dignity ai <ho minister and bis good influence lie in
bis recagnizing in <ho clearest way <bat bis business is to win
soufs froni sin ta God. Ho is a fisher ai mon, not an enter-
tamner ai mon mereby. Not a pleaser ai mon rr-rely. His
wurk is to preach <ho truth so as Zo ho instrumental in saving
mon. That seon, sets out <he province in wbicb ha is ta
labour, clear froin evory other, and gives him anc ofithe larg-
est and grandes< fields in which ho may employ bis pawers.
Ho is a soul.winnor. His work concontres on <ho salvatian
ai mon fram <tho thraldam ai <ho dcvii. That domands <ho
flnost gifts, <ho noblest abilities and <ho groatest graco.
The strongest man spiri<uably, intollectually and socially wiii
find bore scape enough for <ho use ai every talent, without
wasting bis strength in other directions.

XIho wiil be a politician, or a scien<ist or an artis< or any
other <ing bouide a Gospel-preacher lot him chooso betwoon
<hemn and give bis srength cithor t<oane or <he other. ro be
an apostle and preacher ai God's Gospel domands ail a mans
talents without dividing <hem with any other apostleship.
The rosolution ai <ho apostle's shauld ho <bat ai overy mints-
<or ini rerence to bis wrk : l"We wiii give ourselves con-
tinually ta prayer and ta <ho ministry of the word." I doter-
mincd not ta know any<ing arnong you, save Jesus Christ
and Hin'. crucified." Ho who sa resolves will not fauaio goad
success.
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INTRfA TIONAL LESSON&

is'.JESUS' PARMENOWORDS. { 5l
C,oi.ptN TiKx-. -XI1 go and prepare a place for yau, 1 wlli

came tagaîhs and recelve you unto MyseLi.-Jobn xiv. ;

1 NTAaa>tCTORY.
on successive occasion, <ho risen Lord appeareil <a the disciples

bath in Jetusaiem ail in Gailee. Hi% ast days an eur<b were not
spent in public etchiasg. lie did nat altaitn addreis multitudes. buis
appearatices were contined ita <ho disciples, not the eleven merely,
but ta ather ai Ibis acknawledged Iollowrers. While lie was in Gai-
ilee ho appeareil unta fioc bundreil breti.,-:st once. Thaughlit
did flot make open public appearances as lie was want <o do beotae
buis crucifixion, there were repea<ed occasions when lie mot ieit i ls
disciples, sr, <bat their faith might bc sirengthened, and that as oye^witnesses <bey coutil bc able ta give <bit testimony with full con
viction <bat <ho Christ who had been crucified hud tisen irom <ho
deuil.

1. Farewell Vlords.-In giving Ilii parting caunsels ta HI,
disciples, joins treteted ta what lie bail aiready aught <hem. lie
refreshed thir memories and impressed IliI ruah on theu. mindia.
These tutha were <ho Gospel ai saivation. When <ho 0000<8 ho badl
foreoalil came <o pusa, <ho disciples vitre bewildered andl contused.
Their iaith bail received a severeestt.XI <bey biaioly bail a clear
comptehieusion af the truthi lie b.d taugh< <hem, <bore would have
been no room for doubt or misitiviaig. Not merely ili iis own
wards prepato <hem for Ibis death and resurroction, but <ho entire
Scripture bail clearly prodicted <he otimeevents. I"Ail <hings must
bc luifilled, whech were written inelàofI iMases, andl in the pro-
pheta andl in <Me psalms cancetninR Me." In these wurds we have
<ho strangest aifail tesimany <bat <ho Sacrei Scripturet have been
g<ven by divine inspiration. lesus bore gives <hem lus sanction. The
threfold division, the law ai Moses, the prophets andl <ho psalms,
covering <ho entite Olil Testament. was flatatar mong <he Jewish
people. While reminding <ho discmples ai what lie bail said, and
wba< the Sacred Scriptures containeil caacernang Ilimseff, Ictus
"4openeil <heu unders<anding <bat <bey might understanil tbe Scrip-<res." By <heo ily Spirit, lie purified thear spiritual vision <bat <bey
might sce more ciearly <han they bail ever beoro done, <he wondroils
<hlnga aI God's law. The sum ai wha< Hoe bail said andl <ho great
centrai <ruth reveeil in Scripture was <bat it was necessary for <he
manifestation ai <ho divine glory andl <ho salvation of sinners that
<be blessiah should suifer the deatb of <heo i, , hereby malcing

atonoment for sin ; and <bat lie shoulil tise tram <ho deail <ho <ird
day, in testimony <bat Hîs redemra<ive woak was complote andl an
evidence of its divine approval. TVie disciples were n0w commis-
sionoil <o proclaim Christ andl Hirn crucified as <ho Gospel, <ho good
news ai Gail for man's salvation. It is a wotld-wide Gospel. An
essential part ai it is <bat repentance andl <ho romission of sins shoulil

hof peacheil in Ilis naine. Repentance anil rcmsission ai sin is <ho
6fiit art he divine process ai salvation. Repentance means rue
andl heat.elt soirrw for <ho commission ai san, andl <ho ettied resolve
to forsake it. WVberever <bore is tue repentance afi ~n <bore is also
its remission. 1< i. Goil, fot a ptiest, <bat rer-.ts, <liat is, lorgive-,
sin. The roaission ai sin implies justification. The punusbmoait is
remitteil because <ho repentnt soul by fizih accep<s Christ's atoning
sactifice, andl <ho sanctiiying power ai <he Haly Spirit ilelivers <ho
soul frm:thle power ai sin. This Gospel o( the blessed God is
destinoil. as it is fitteil, for universai diffusion. 1< is tu 'lx preacheil
in lesus' name among ail nations. The wotk was to le begun ai

crusalem by <he disciples <o whomn jesus personally gave bis comn-
mission. Tbey were <he irst ai <bat long anil unbro.cen lino ihat
sbauid age aiter age prociaim <ho blessed message ii aili <ho ends
ai <hoe artb shaht sec <he saivation ai aur God. I'hey were <o begin
at jcmusalem. Thit was <he scene of Cbnist's suflering, andl <be
first shoulil Iis glosions triumph ho proclaimed. Thence 1< was ta
exend in ever-widcaingc-irce untiltbo wideuu'rld should bc embracoil
in its beneficent sweep. These disciples <o whom 1le spolie couil
hencetorth beax personal estimony <o <he reaiity ai thet tuths <bey
ptoclaimed. Tbey coulil speak with <ho double force ai wbat <bey
bail seen and what <bey in <boit souis bail expetienced. They liait
been with Jesus (rom <ho beginning, they bail beard His doctrines,
<bey bail scen His miracles. The tacts aifIbis deatb andl resusrec<ion
were: indelibly impressoil on <bit mds. Their .estimony caulil not
ho shaken. Tbey wero Ilwi<neusesoa these things." The word

translatoil witnesa in <ho New Testament is martyr, a word <bat was
al<erwards useil <o dosignate ane put to detth for beating testimony
<o <ho trutb. And several ai <bese witoesses wbamn Jetaus addressed
were faithirai un<o deztb, receiving a martyt's ctown. The promise
ai <ho Fatber is understood ta refer <o <ho giCt ai the Hoiy Spirit,
forotohl in the Olil Testament. They wete then instutcei < a await
ai JerusalcaiA <ho luifilment ai <bis promise. in obedience <bey
waiteil anil, &fier ten days ai patient expectation andl devout worsbip,
<bey were cndued with power frons on higb. To <hem was entrsasted
mniracubous pawer, skaing with tangues, ail divine guidance in the
proclamation ai <ho GosRpIel.

.1. TheoAsccnsso.-And now thee las( couassesae spoiren: jesus
led hisdis:iplesalong tbe rosil <bey bail olien raverseil ogether before.
Tbey leave the city behinil <hem anil climb <ho shape ai Moant Oli-
vet, andl when fleur <ho village i Betbany I"lie ifteil up liii bands,
and blessoil <hem," Ilis last solemn benediction. TI.at blessing
rosteil on <hem througb ail their subscquent ile andl labours, andl was
a source ai uniailing strengtb andl inspiration ta tbem. Christ's bus<
act on earath belote Hi.t ascension wu. libre Hi, wbole file, à bene-
diction. While <bus engagedIl "He was varted fraini<hem andl cartied
t'.) inta heaven." The risen Saviaur wua now <he ascenilei Lord.
[lis humiliation lueé bail endo<. ie Ho ai gone whonce Ho came, to
<ho bosons of the Fathem. The work ai rodemption, <o acconiplisb
whicbho bai lebot the heavenly glory, Bc stili catries on in H-is
exaltation. At <ho Fathe's rigbt bandil ie is Ilis people'& al.pre.
vailiin 'itecesstr.He as heail aver ail tbings ta [lis Church. Vben
josus d isapperilom <he sigbt af <he disciples, angelic niessengers
toll <hmf Hisseond caming. "Anîd bey worshipped Him." In
ibis act <bore i u lil acknowleilgmen< ai <ho divine nature af <ho Lord
jesus. To worship Him wus <o acknowbeilge lini as Goil. Ience-
forth <o <hem He was <he suprein oabject of their service, adoration
andl love. IlTbey returned <a Jerusales witb great jay." Their
sormow bail been turnedi io jor. Their daubti bai1bndispelled,
their iairh was fitmly fizoil an <ho Risen Redeemer, aud naw <bey
lookeil lorward jo bully ta <ho work beotoe <hem, and the glariaus
rouard <bat awai<ed hem. Wbile <bey met by <bemielves in jeru-
salem, <bey stili wen< up <o <ho temple jaîning wi<h warm devotion
in <hoeilaily warship ai Godl.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.
The Olil Testament Scripture testifies io Christ. The buw ol

Masos, <ho Praphets and <ho Palms have Him for their <berne.
Christ stili optns the eyes ai <ho unilers<eaing ai every incere

truth seeker.
Christ's atoningdeatb andl resurmoction front <ho deail are <ho

central ttutha af <ho Gospel.
lChe obligation <o preach the Gaspel ta*Ilh nations rusts on the

Christian Church, andlailWho prolcu Chrit', Dame shara <bà s epon.
slbility.

Ail true Christiaits art witnesses for Christ.


