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periodically heard. Insteadwe maylook for announce-

ments that from awell-filled treasury theurgent wants

of new fields can be immediately met, It is no dis-

paragement to the proposed movement that it was

anticipated so long ago by the organization of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. Rather is it
one more admirable result of the institution of that
socicty whose example has been so influential and
whose success has been phenomenal.  Like many
other great movements the ladies' society had its day
of small things, butthat has passed away, and its
vigour is still expanding. The young men do unt

expect that all at once their organization will reach
the dimensions of the carlicr formed institution, but
they will have fasth, patience and perseverance, and
there need be ne fean o7 the rasndt. The formation
of such a society will at once commend itself to all
who arc interested in the weifare of the Church, It
cannot be begun too soon,  If the reluctance of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Socicty to engage in
Home Mission work lead to the cstablishment of
onc on similar lines for the promotion of that work
their sagacity and foresight will be abundantly justi-
fied. The word should be passed along the whole
line for the young men to advance.

THE POPE INTERVTEN L.

FFIEW weeks ago attention was called to a scenic
display in Rome in which the Pope took
part. It was unlike what is customary in ordinary
papal functions. The monotonous character of the
pilgrimages that visit the Holy Sce to obtain a
sight of the successor of St. Peter and reccive his
benediction was varied by the appearance in the
throng of Buffalo Bill and his dusky troupe from
the western-prairics.  The incidents connected with
this receptibn were dilated upon and made the sub-
ject of ornate and magniloguentdescription by a spec-
ial represeatative of the New Vord Herald, who
claimed to be in the confidence of the papal author-
ities, The same graphic jomnalist has been pursu-
ing his avocation with unwearied scal and with un-
diminished brilliancy of descriptive effect. The pres-
ence of a representative of modern journalism at
the Vatican is in itself a new thing, but that geutie-
man seems to let slip no opportunity of exercising
the spirit of enterprise which  characterizes the
newspaper  of to-day, especially the Aanerican
newspaper.  The latest achicvement of the industri-
ous scribe has been the application of the interview
to the vencerable pontuf, a feat of journalistic daring
hitherto unapproached, In the record Hf this unique

event the story loses nothing in the telling

The fact of a new departure in the mode of
papal communication with the outside world is in
itself significant.  If we have been hitherto accus-
tomed to the stately, though by no means awful,
grandeur of bull, allocution, syllabus and other offi-
cial expositions of the infallible wisdom of the pa-
pacy, it is refreshing to get a peep into the sacred
recesses of the Vatican, ana listen to the unofficial,
but not unstudicd, conversation of the Pope, for it
cannot be doubted that there is just as much pur-
pose and design in the publication of this interview
as there are in the most elaborate of Leo's v ca-
thedra utterances.  The spirit and policy of the
Papacy know no change.  Its drift under the last
and present Pope, owing to pressure from the Jesuits,
has been marked by a determination to resist all
progress by clinging to a hopeless and impossible
past. Nevertheless the Roman Catholic powers
that be fcel the necessity of being to some extent
in touch with the people.  This cannot be secured
by resistance at every point to the spirit of the age,
In dogma it cannot change or modify a single ex-
pression, for that wouid throw suspicion on what was
solemnly resolved upon in 1870, that the Pope is in-
fallible. Neither is it possible to change a system, en-
crusted as it is with abuses and absurdities.  Were
the celibacy of the clergy, auricular confession and
the spiritual terrors with which a too credulous peo-
ple are imposed upon departed from, the fabric of
Romanism as now constituted would fall into ruin,
which no amount of Jesuitic cunaing or political in-
triguc could avert.  If, then, it must be as it is, or
ceasc to be, rchabilitation in popular favour must
be attempted on other lines.  The interview offers
a new opportunity for the Pope to secure a place in
popular esteem.

The correspondent who managed the interview
is much impressed by two things ; the first is a deep
and realizing sense of his own importance, and the
other, being a man of fine esthetic perceptions, the
awful splendour of the Vatican surroundings awak-
ens his dormant descriptive powers to a pitch of
eloquence that is overpowering.  The importance
of his reception is simply unspeakable. The papal
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condescension in according it for a time almost be-
reaves him of utterance.  All he is able to articu-
late is that “this is an unparallcled cvent in the
history of the Vatican, and indicates the pontiff's
faith in the fairness and dignity of modern journal-
ism*  Now in illustration of the correspondent’s
susceptibility to the influence of barbaric splendour,
so very different from the conditions of the Apnstolic
Church, take the following:

Eatly in the morning 1 received from one of the papal

chamberlains a document infornung me that my special ands
ence would be at eleven o'clock The vice-rector of the
American College was named as interpreter, for his Holiness
does not speak English. Long before that hour we were
driver: to the Vatican.  No man can make the journey from
the ponderous bronze door of the Vatican into the 7resence of
the jovereign whom two hundred and fifty milliors of people
hail as the vice.gerent of heaven on earth witnout beiny
thrilled from head to foot. 1 care not whether he be Protest.
ant or Catholic or pagan ; whether he adores the 'ope as the
infallible vicar of Christ or regards him simply as the head of
a universal school, he is bound to be moved by the solemmty
and suggestiveness of his surroundiags. To get to this sove-
reign of a shadowy ewmpire, whose predecessors have turned
sceptres to dust and blotted out kingdoms, 1 passed the lns.
toric portal that ioks out upon the wide square of St
Peter's. Here were grouped a squad of the Swiss Guard, n
their bnlhant red, yellow and black costumes, designed by
Michael Angelo over three hundred years ago.
And much more to the same effect. Aflter the dazz-
ling bewtlderment of the grandeur with which the
Pope is currounded, the newspaper man is ushered
“ jnto the presence of the august head of the Chris.
tien world.”  This statecment, though not in strict
accordance with fact, may have been construszted
simply to gratify the Pope, or merely to round off
an otherwise tame sentence in the gorgzous descrip-
tion. . )r amoment he lapses into a statement that
is very human, and therefore interesting, wuen he
says “bchind all the pomp and ccremony sat a
gentle old man with a sweet face and the saddest
eyes that ever looked out of a human head.”  Alas!
in these modern days the papal throne is no sine-
curc, and never will be again. No wonder that a
man like Leo XL, its present occupant, is sad-
cyed.

No less inter sting were the subjects touched
upon in the interview.  The condition of affairs in
Europe isfar from encouraging. The Pope looks wist-
fully to the American continent.  There, possibly,
he thinks events may be shaped in a way more
conducive to papal interests.  He *is anxious to
stand well with the people of this continent.  His
sentiments of esteem for Protestants wie creditable
to him, but they :do not harmonize with the repeated
declarations of his Church as to its i~lation to nere-
tics. It is lamentably true that in party political
conflicts the power of the priesthood has been in-
voked by both partics,and the results have been grati-
fying to priestly ambitions t» meddle in the conduct
of secular affairs, and thereby carry out the uniform
policy of gaining all the power they can.  To this
pandering to ecclesiastical authorities, however, there
is a limit. The moment the people of a frec coun-
try understand that any church, as such, seeks the
advancement of its interests by »ndeavouring to con-
trol secular government, then all such attempts will
be summarily resented.  Absorbed as they arc in
efforts to secure material prosperity, the people of
this country will be roused from their apathy and
give expression to their resentment in a manner that
cannot be misundeistood. The Pope bewails the
treatment he is receiving at the hands of Catholic
populations in Europe. It is not likely that those
on this continent will voluntarily submit to a rule
that Italians and Spaniards and Belgians have
found to be intolerable.  The history of the Old
World cannot be reproduced in the New.  As the
Pope himself in this interview well says, “ an en-
lightened man cannot be cnslaved.”

On the moral and social uestions of the time
the Pope says many excellent things.  He bewails
the anarchic t. .dencies now prevalent, and urges
that religious and moral principles supply the only
stable four 'ations for a healthy social life.  ile is
anxious for the suppression of slavery, and he con-
demns the maintenance of the vast armies of
Europe. In all these things he voices the senti-
ments of all philanthropic and peace-loving men,
but there is no concealment of the fact that in all the
movements directed to the securing of desirable
ends he must be supreme, his assumed authority
must be recognized. That is the price t> be paid
for his sanction. Though the Church he represents
claims to be unchangeable, he is willing to put him-
self at the head of the progressive movements of
the age if that Church is acknowledged as the chief
power in bringing about their accomplishment. It
is, however, more than likely that the spirit of mod-
ern advancement will employ Carlyle’s phrase to the
Church of Rome, “ Adieu, O Church ; your road
lies that way, mine this, In God’s name, adieu.”
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MR. N, T. Wnisoxn, the Untatio rej.cesentative of thy Presbyter -
aan board of Publication, Phita:detpiia, sends an Alphabetical L"am-
lugue of the publications of the Biaed 3 a Numerieal Ordenng Cata-
logue, and a Catalogue of the Sabbath schoul sublications.

Wity AL A PRESBYTERIAN 2 By the Rev, Herrick Iohnson,
D.iy (Philadelphia : Preshyterian Board of Publication ; Toronto :
N. T. Wilson.)—A little teact, by I'n. Herrick johnson, giving in
clear language, and admirably put, seven good reasons in favour of the
FresLyterian Church, because ol its ductnine and polity. It is an
excellent presentation of the clanns of Presbyienamsm,

Tur PHILANTHROGY OF Geds, Doscribed and diu-tested 1n a
Series of Semmons By the Rev. Huagh Price 1y hes, M.A, (Lon.
don : H dder and Stoaghton ; Toronto A, G, Watzon, Willard
Tiact Depository)--Modern conditions appear to tequite in the min
istry of the Gospel an adaptation that has become a necessity i other
spheres.  In industrial ife we have the division of labour, 1 profes.
sional hfe there is a pronnsing field for the expert and the specialist,
So in the Chnstian ministry thete is abundant raom for the exesise
of the divetsilied gifts that have been so abundantly bestowed by the
King and Head of the Chutch.  The patticular kind of work that
cach can best accomplish may notin evety case be readily determined,
ncither doces it always happen that one who has special adaptations
for a distinctive sphere succeeds in obtaming the tield best suited to
his efforts. The author of this very valuable work has, along with
his co-labourer, Mark Guy Peasse, found a tield 1n which he has al.
teady been enabled to tender valuable <ervice to the cause of evan-
gelical rehgion.  [n the best sense of the word he is a medutating
theologian ; not one who sceks to minmize the radical distinctions
between faith] and unbelief but 1n bringing the tuth of God to bear
on the complex requirements of modern social and indwidual Wfe. 1t
is his mission to apply Cheistianity. e is tn no sense of the tern a
demagogue, neither 1s he a sensationalist, his principles are too well
founded and he is toy much in earnest for putsuing the temporary
and transitoty work of the ttme server, In reading s bok one s
impressed by the fine spirit and the lofty tone of ¢ hristian hopefulness
that paevales it. Mr Hughes w keonly alive to the prevalling cor
rents of philosaphic, literasy and scientific thought, It is hus aim that
all intellectual, moral and social life should be animated and dip
ccted by sound rehigious principle,  He holds fitmly to the conviction
that Chnistiazity 1s the one enduring hope of the world.  The authos’s
purpuse in this most excellent work is expressed in the following sen-
tences taken from his preface :  This volume » an attempt to define
and partially to illustiate and enforce what St. John and St Paul
mean by * Love.” In the vocabulary of Chusstianity that word has a
distinctive and unique significance,  Nerther the word nor the senti-
ment it expresses 15 found outade the Bible.  This highest moral
qualty exhibits aself especially 1 relativn 1o vur fellow-men, 1
have, thercfore, ventured to use as the title of this book a stnking
phrase of St. Paul’s which even thz autbors of the Revised V. esion
have apparzntly shrunk from tendening in sts htesal fercefulness. The
phease occurs in Titus in. 4. Again he sags: The man object of
this book is to describe and illustrate in various ways that Fraternal
Love which Mr. Spencer calls sympathy , which 1s the reflection of
the philanthropy of ** ! as moonlight 1s the retlection of sunhght ;
und which is destined to fill this earth with a gentle and »eaceful
radiance until the morning breaks and the shadows flee for ever.

It *Go Curisit: The Example of fesus Christ. By the Re .
James otalker. Fourth Thousand. (Toronto: A. G. Watson, Willard
Tract Society, }—~Amd the intense 2agerness with which men pursue
material good and the manifestation of Chnistian activity in the region
of practical endeavour, there 15 this hopeful sign sull visible that many
are longing for fuller attainment 1n the higher Christian life. Many
devout souls long though quietly ‘or tuller assinilation te the hfe of
Chiist.  This is evidenced by the large measure of favour with which
this work has been received.  fo many in these busy busthng days
such a book is valuable as well as welcome. I is not the reproduc-
tion uf old warld modes of religinus phrascology and feeling. 1t is
notan echo of the * Imitatio Chiisti,” or the ** Pilgnm's Progress,”
but the adaptation of the spirit and purpose that filled the souls of
Thomas « Kemms and John Bunyan and though it may not look
forward to an ntluence so prolonged as theirs, since conditions of
modern lfe are different from the times 1n which they tespectively
hved, yet it will render essential and valuable s vice to the people
of this generation at least. This is what Mr. Staler says of his pur-
pose 1o wriung this work: I am persuaded that there are
many at present in all the churches wh) are turning carnest
eyes to the example of Christ, and who desire an  account
derived directly from the records of how He lived this carthly life
which we are living now.  For such I have written this guide to the
imitation of Christ, and [ send it forth with the earnest hope that
they may be able to find in it, in some degree, the authentic features
of the image of the Son of man.  In 2 note 10 a subsequent edition
he adds : I have not conceived the imitation of Christ to consist in
the mere literal repetition of Iis acts, but rathes in the application
of the spitit and principles of tis life to the duties and problems of
our own day. At the same time, the way in which I have attempted
to arnve at Ins spuit and principles has not been by o priore reason.
ing from the general conception of tlis character, but by the close
study of His actions in detail.  "The work consists of szventeen chap-
ters, the introductory one being devoted to a fine and disesimanating
estimate of Thomas 4 Kempis® ¢ Imntatio Chnsti.”  Ia the budy of
the work Christ is considered in the home, in the State, in the Church,
as a friend, in society, as a wan of prayer, as a stulent of Scripture,
as a worker, asa suflerer, as a philanthropist, as a winner of souts,
as a preacher, asa teacher, as a controversialist, as 2 man of feeling,
and as an influence. ‘T'he reader who has in advance formed an
exalted idea of the work will not on its peeusal experience disappoint
ment.  The quiet stuly of such a baok as this 15 fitted t5 inspire a
purer and more exalted idea of Christian hife than many good people
in these days seem to entertain.  Mr. Stalker has no special theory to
build up and fortify with ingenious argument ; his purpose seems to
be to set forth the results of his long and earnest study of the greatest
of all facts in human history and to enabile others to share in its
benefits,



