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mittee recommend that after the examination, the
Moderator appoint members of Presbytery to address
the minister, elders and deacons. Funher, that the
results of the examinations be cmbodied in a resolu-
tion 1o Le placed on the records of Presbytery.”  This
report was received and adopted.  An application
was received from a congregation near i{envelton,
N.Y., formerly in conncction with the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of the United States, asking
that they and their pastor be received into connection
with this Church. Commissioners were heard n
support of theapplication, Messrs. Clark, Bumnficld,
and Dey were chosen a commitice to consider the
application, make such rescarch as may be necessary,
and report as soon as possible.  The following stand.
ing committees were appointed, viz.: (1) On the State
of Religion: Messrs. Clark, Mullin and Dey.--(2) On
Sabbath Schools: Messrs. Rowat, Lcishman and
Henderson. Other business was transacted; but of
all the time of this mceting not the least interesting
was the hour and a-half at the beginmng of the secand
sederunt on Tuesday cvening.  This time was occu-
picd by addresses from members of the Court to a
large audience which had assembled. The speakers
urged the great importance of “The Traming of the
Young,” and *Early Piety.” The next regular meet-
ing will take place (D.V.) at Edwardsburg, on Tues-
day, the 18th of March, at seven p.m.—W. M. Mc.
Kispix, Pres. Clerk.

A s1ATUE of Adnural Coligny 1s to be erccted by
subscrniption in the Louvre Quadrangle, in Pans, near
the spot where he was assasinated i the St. Barthol-
omew massacre.

INGERSOLL., the nfidel, was advertised to deliver hus
blasphemous lecture on “Hell” at the Academy of
Music on Sunday night, December 15th.  The Police
Board, on the day previous, notttied lum that the Sun-
day law of Balumore would not permut the opeming of
theatres, opera houses, or concert halls for any pur-
pose whatever.  Mr. Ingersoll of course yielded.  Mr.
Moodcy says that Balumore 1s the most quict caty of
the Union on the Sabbath. No hiquor saloon, cigar
store, barber shop, or place of amuscment 1sallowed
to be in operation.  The penalty for the violation of
the law 1s heavy, and on conviction of the offender,
onc-half of the finc goes to the informer.

AMEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

tiuroN.—This Presbytery mects at Clinton, on14th Jan.,
1879, at 13 a.m.

PeTERBOROUGH.—In St. Panl's Church, Peterborough,
on the third Tuesday of January.
KinasToN. — In John Street Church, Belleville, on first
Tucesday of January, 1879, at 7 30 g.m.

LaNARK AND RENFREW.—On thisd Tuesday of January,
1839, at h Jf-past one, p-m.

{l?\'umr. —’c))t Tucsd‘:y. 28th Januaiy, 1879.

Gurirn. —In Knox Church, Galt, an the third Tuesday
of January, 1879, at 10 o'clock a.m.
AMoxTrREAL —This Presbytery meets in St Paul’s Church,
Montreal, on Tuesday, 21st January, 1879.
ToroNTO.—On the sccond Tuesday of January, 1879, at
11 o’clock a.m.
OTTAWA.—In Bank Street Church, Ottawa, on the 1st
Tuesday of February, at 3p.m.
Quesec.—Ia Mclboumc, on Wednesday, January 135th,

1579.

;!gamx.ms.—-’rhc next stated meeting will be held in
Central Church, Hamilton, on the third Tuesday of Jannary
at 1o o’clock a.m. .

Loxnos. - Adjourned meeting in North Westminster
Church, on 2nd !amnry, 1879, at 11 a.m.— Next regular
mecting in Firs: Presbyterian Church, London, on the third
Monday in March, at 2 pom.

WinTiv.—In St Andrew's Church, Whitby, on the 3td
Toesday of January, al 11 o'clock a.m.

WiiTRV. —This Presbytery meets in St. Andrew’s Church,
Whitby, on the third Tuesday of January at 11 o'clock, a.m.

Births, Warriages and Jeaths.

NPT EXCEEMNC FOUR LINES 23 CENTS,

BIRTHS,

At Russell Street, Toronto, on January Sth, the wife of
Mz, James Murmray, PRESHVTERIAN Uffice, of a daughter.

At the manse, Dunsford, on Jan. 2nd, the wife of Rev. A,
McFarlane of a son.

At Leith, on the 15t of Janvary, the wife of Mr. David
Raoss of twing, a son and daughter.

MARRIED.

1a St. Mary's, on the 230d Dec., 1?' the Rev. W. A, Wil-
son, M.A., Thomzs Wood to Charlotte Marriot, both of
the township of Blandshaw.

DIED.

At Simanracs, Scotland, on the 7th of December, 1838,

in the cightieth year of his age, Mr. James Gourlay, father

vﬂhﬁz\u James Goutlay, M.A., Port Elgin.

SABBATH SOH0OL FEACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON 111.

Jan 39X THE MISSION OF NEHEMIAN | N §

GotbeN Tex1.—**The God of heaven, He will pros-
pet us; therefore wo Hisservants will anise and build.”
~ Nch. ii. 20.

HOME STUMIES,

M. Eera wvii. t-28... .. Ezra's commission,

T. Ezravih, 136000000 The journey to Jerusalem.
W. Ezmix. 5-15. ... ... ..His prayer.

Th.Ezrax. 1410, .... .. «....His reforms.

F. Neh.i. s-31.. .. .Nehemiah's prayer.

S. Neh. i 1-8.. .. ..... .Nehemiah's mission.

8. Nchot 920, 00eaenene The midnight survey.

HELPS TO STUDY.

The last lesson closed with the dedication of the temple

in the reygm of Danus, B.C. 515, sceventy years after the
destruction of the first temple.  Danus was succeeded by
Xerxes, the Ahasuerus of the bwok of Fathier; which cone
tains the only record of the histury of the Jews during this
reign that we possess.  Nerxes was suceeded by Artaxerxes
Longunanus, 1n the seventh year of whote regn kera ap-
wars., He was a pnest and scribe into whose heant God
12 put an irresistibile desite 1o gu ap to Jerusalem and teach
the people more petfectly the law of the Lord.  The king
readily granted hitn permission, and gave him a commission
which cunfesred upon lum high powers, and provided most
Lberally for s supporl. E2aa v 10, contains an accvuant
of his mision and work.  About 1,500 mcn went up in the
second great caravan under Ezma's leadership, B.C. 458,
nearly sixiy yeans after the first caravan went up.

Ezra now fur the first ume learat the true condition of
affairs, and the terrille deddension of the peuple thivugh
their intermartiages with the heathen colonists.  The neces-
sty for hus coming and the reason God Lad put it snto his
heart, are made manifest.

Ezra cxhotted the l\coplc to repentance. A solemn as-
sembly was hzld, in which the people pledged themselves to
put away the strange women, and cntered once miore 1nto
covenant with Jehovah.

The "« of Ezra abruptly ends. Thelwuk of Nehennah
opens with an account of the tidings which were brought 1o
Shushan, the winter tesidence of the kings of Persia, by
Hanani and other Jews to Nehemiah, It does not appear
whether Erm had ceturned, or whether the ficklencss of the
Jews o the mahice of their encmics had defeated hus plans
of teforing Lut it is evident that things were in a terrible
state. The wall of Jerusalem was stll broken Jdown and
the gates burned, =s they had been left by Nebuchadnezzar.
I+ is a- this junct -e that vur present lesson opens with—

1. THE SOKROW OF NEHEMIAN AND 1S SUPPLICA-
TIONS:—Vers. 1 10 5.

Nchemiah (Note 1) was overwhelmed with grief on ac-
count of the teruble tidings which his brother Hanani had
hrought. Four months (Note 2) he spent in retirement with
fasting and supplications. Hu prayer (Nch. 1 35-11) is
worthy of camest study. Notice in it, (1), the Confersgon
(e) of the sins of Isracl, for he attnbutes the national calami-
ues 10 the natonal sins; {3) of lus ownsins, for he tolerates
sin 10 humself least of all, 2 proof this of the genuine char-
acter of his repentance.  National segeneration must bepin
with individual sepentance and convession. Each citzen
shares in the guilt and responsitulity of national sins.

(2.3 The Picas; which are two. (1) Lod's Promise—the
word which He commanded Moses.  tle had fulnlled the
thrcatening; would He not also be mindful of His mercy ? {4)
God’s Glory:~**These arc 74y people. They were the
lord’s redeemed. For His own sake, therefore; for His
name’ssake; for His glory’s sake, let Him now send help. 2
Nam. vii. 26; 1 Kings viil. $3; 3 Kings xix. 19; Ps, xxv. 113
Ixxix. 95 Isa. xlviil. 115 Ereko xxxvil 22, 23.

(3. The Fetition, that God would grant him mercy in the
sight of the kang.  This shows that he was persuaded that
1t was through the king help wasto come, and that the king's
heart was in God's hand.

After this he proceeds to the royal presence, where he
fulfils the duties of his office.  For hie was the king’s cup-
bearer, 2 posstion ofgreat honour and usefulness, But he
could not conceal his feclings; and the king remarked the
sorrow of his countenance. It was unusual in Nehemiah,
who was of a cheerful disposition, and it was unbecoming in
acup-bearer. It was sud it was even :u?_q;tal crimeto ap-
pear sad in the Persian king's presence.  The monarch was
a man of discernment.  He perceived that the cause of his
scrvant’s sadness lay deeper than any bodily ailment, that it
was nothing clse but sorrow of heart.  Gen. xl. 7; Prov.
xv. 13. Nchemiah was sore afraid. It may have been be-
causc of the king, for 2 Ferman subject was expected to be
perfectly content in his sovercign's presence.  Doth Darius
and Xcrxes are known to have put persons 10 death simply
because they were unwilling to accompany them on their
cxpedigoas. But it may have been on accountof  the great
usucs that depended on hu answer that fear tlled the heart
of Nchemiah, The cause of hissorrow was the desolation
of the place of hic fathers’ sepulchres. This is
thonp&hl to prove that Nehemiah was of royal descent, for
only kings were buned 1n the Gty of Jerusalem,

Artaxerxes in veply shrewdly ed, For what dost
thou make request?  He knew that his cupbearer’s state-
ment was only preliminary tothe Tequest intended to
make. Quickly and fervently, Nehemiah prayed -to the
Godof Heaven, Insilent ejaculatory prayer he lifted up
his heatt to jehovah, doubtless asking that he might have
wisdom to answer aright, and that the king's beart might be
influenced to give a favourable teply. It it & most striking
example for us. let us leam to cullivate this habit. In
moments of temptation or of trial, in (he hurry of business,

in the midst of conversation, continually may we thus it up
our hearts to God for wisdom, strength, guidance and bless.
ing.

With this aspiration heavenward, came the answer to the
king, Send mc unto Judah. [t was a bLold request, not
merely Liecause the desite to go away might be looked u{)-
on as a sign of discontent and an insult, but because the ol
ject of the golng, to rebuild the wally of Jerusalem, and re-
fortify the city, might be by a suspicious king construed
into treason.  ‘There must have been very strang confidence
reposed in Nehemiah by the king. It faguishes anothere
iltustration of the way in which even worldly and unbeliev.
ing men learn to respect and rely upon gadly integrity and
uprightness.

Lake Nehemiah let us desite to be sent to the places that
have need, where the walls of Zion require rebuilding, where
there are ignorant to be instructed, where there is eiror to
be opposed.  Letour prayer be for God to |plncc ut where
we can be most uscful, and where the need of the danger is
greatest ; not where the lionour or the emolument 1s largest,

11, Tk Success or Nuuesmtatt, whom God and the
king heard :—vers. 6.8,

At once God's answer came, even while His servant was
praying.  Isa. Ixv. 24. He tums the king's heart. It is
noted that the queen was present (Note 3).  She may pes-
haps have helped to influence hee hushand,  The kwg's en-

uiry as to the length of the journcy and the time of setuen,
shows that he already had determined to grant the request.
Nchemiah remained twelve years in Jerusalem (Neh, v, 14
xiii. 16); but he must have had an extenwion of lcave, and
in the interim may have visited Babylon,

In answer to Nehemiah'z request, the king pave him let-
ters to the governors beyond the nver Euphrates (Note 4).
He could not travel or wutam necessary supphies without
this passport.  He alsuoliained a letier 1o Asaph. cadent.
Iy a jew L)romoXcd to office like Nechemish himself, ‘This
man was keeper of the forest, (Note 5).  From him he
could obtain all the umber necessary for the work of rebuild-
ing the gates and wall (Note 6).  Thus lilezally and gen.
crously the king answered all the requests of his servant.
It has been said that the king was induced to do so on ac-
court of the Atheman victory of Caidus, by which the Per-
sian arms had been humdiated, which made hun anxious
1o have a fortified post near the Meditesranean, on the road
to Egypt.  This may possibly be true.  But it does not les-
sen the significance of hus actions as duc to the overruling
Providence of God. Whatever means miay have been em-
ployed, it was God Himself wha directed all; and all Nehe-
miah’s success was due, as he acknowludged, to the good
handof hisGodupon him. Cutoff fram Hishand (P's.Ixxxviii,
35 we pernsh.  But with His hand we ate sure of success,
ver. 18, Whatever e the wurk belore us, to which His
Spirit prompis us and His Piovidence durcuts us, let us
with courage and confidence, like Nehemiah and his friends,
Arise and build, for the God of heaven, He wall pros.
per us,

EXTLAMATURY NOTES,

1. Nehemiah (“Compassion of Jehovah '), the son of
Hachaliah, to be carcfully distunguished from two other per-
sansof the same name, chap. i, 163 vii. 7.  Tlough Intle
is known of his genealogy, it is highly probable that he was
a descendant of the tibe of Judah and soyal family of
David.

2. Four Months from Chisleu to Nisan, November
to March, B.C. 444. Compare Neh. i randii. 1.

3. The Queen also sitting by him. The Persian
monarchs did not admit their wives to be present at their
state festivals, so this mnst have been a private occasion.
(Sce Esth. i. 10-12.) Though the Persan kings practised
polygamy, they had always one chief wife, who alone was
recopnized as *“ queen.”  The chicl wife of Longimanus was
Damaspia, who must be referred to here.

4. Beyond .he river. The River Euphrates. The
course 10 Judxa would leave the Euphrates prohably at Tiph.
sah, 700 mules from Susa or Shushan, whence there would
be 400 miles of travel through the Synan countrics (subject
to Persia), before reaching Jerusalem.

The Persian Empire at this time was of vast extent, reach-
ing from the Indus to the Mediterranean, and the Euphrates
was considered as natanally dividing it into two parts, east-
emand western.  {See Ez v, 3, &.)

s. Forest, lebrew, * zardes.” which is our familiar
word *“‘pamdise” It is an Aryan word, and significs a
walled-round place, omamented with trees, either planted
or of natural growth, and containing also animals. It would
be well to translate, *‘the keeper of the king's patk,” in.
stead of “*forest.” It must have been in the neighbouthood
of Jetusalem, and was kept by Asaph.  The word “pardes™
occurs only in this place in reference to lorest-trees, and ap-

ropriately expresses the care with which the forests of

'alestine were preserved under the Persian rule; a regular
watden being appointed, without whose sanction no tree could
be felled. Elsewhere the word describes an orchand {Eccles.
il. 3).  Cant. iv. 33.—Smith's BiNe Dictionary.

6. Tbe palace which appenaincd to the house.~
The word translated *“palace” (4ir14) i« by somc translated
“* fortress;™ and the reference is sop to be to the fortress
or tower of Antonio, at the narth side of the temple area, so
well known in the time of the Romans,  Others sup
it to refer to the old palace of Solomon and of the kings
after him, which was situated at the south-east comer of the
temple-ares, and which Nehemiah wished to rebuild.

Ix the history of missionary enterprise the Waldensian
Church has occupied a foremost place. It forms an inter-
csting branch of the Presbyterian family, comsisting of fifteen
fz‘ es in the Valley, and two outside. wiz, Turin and

ossario. There are at present thirty-nine organized
churches, besides twenty-four slations and sixty-two places

ladly visited, but having no settled minister ot evangelist.

It ssnow definitely proposed to aim at ing & general ag.

2

sembly of the whole Chus
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