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THE REVOLUTION 0F 1688.
Dr. Burns, from the committee appointed to report on

the bi certeniry of i6S8, presented a report recommend-
Ing that S-tbtbath, Nivernber 4, be set apart as a day when
SPecial reference shahll e made to thîs inernrable occasion
11, British hitory, and also thar, if pracicable, meetings
81hould be held on the Muin-lay evening following. The
doctor made an elegant speech in submitting the report,

* recounting the prircipal acs of the killing tiine when per-
Secuiioîn and blîiodshed were the fate of G d's saints. The
treachery and biseness of the Charleses and the heroic en-
durance of the Scuttîi-h Covenanttrs were portrayed in
vIvid language. Mr. R. Murray, of Hlalifax, then moved,
and Dr. Coctirane secon&d, the adop ioîn of the following
r sbuton hich was carried. Thtc General Assembly avails
Itseif 0f vie fact that this is the bi centenary of the revolu-
tiO,1 of 1688 tii record its admirat ion of the heroic endur-
ance manifested hy our mastyred forfathers who were tor-
tUred not accepting deliverance and loved not their livest0nto the death. The Asscrrbly records dtvo)ut gratitude
tAlmighty Gad for the great dliverance wnought for our

heloved ftherland by the accessio-i of William and Mary
tii the thnone, and is unabated and unqualified adherence
tii those fondamenital principh-s of civil and religious lib-
erty, of which the revolut ian zoo years ago was the expres-
5 ion and emhiodiinent. The G2neral Asseinbly appnoves of
the~ recummendations of the repurt, and would instruct
fniSiisers and Sessio'is tii take oirlcr that effect be given tii
thObe in such manner as they deeio best, to the end that
"tir ancient testimony for truth and riglteousness be main-
tained, the safeguari1 around the thnone, as well as our
altars and hearths, be preserved, and that freedom, civil
andrlgos hc we have ohtaioied for so great a sum,
btranscorne. in its entirety tii the generatuons that are yet

On Tuesday mortiing after devotional excîcises the As-
S etnbly was duly-costituted.

THE DECEASED \IFES SISTER.
Dr. Mjore, fi oi the coaimittee tii examine and report on

tLe'remit sent dlown tii Presbyteries anent marriage with a
deceased wîfe's siqter, gave in the repurt statîng that of the
firtY.three Presbyteries in thse Church, twenty-seven had
Sent i0 replies. 0f these eighteen appnoved îe;piciter,fve disappnoved, and four while disapproving, desire tii
gIVe Seisions certain disciplinary power.

Dr. Cchrane, i0n ising to move a resolution, said that hie
4 d111)t intend to ggo uto any theological discussion on the

39 1estion. That had been done so ofien by abler men that
't Seerned tii him unpiofitable tii engage in it. For some
t*enty years this had beeni discussed and re-discussed in Pres-
byteries, Synods and Assembhies. And flot only so, a commit-
tee comp 'sed of our theological pnofessors and most scholarly
M1 en h ive had the matter beio ie t hem for years and reported
their views t t the Assembly. le sympathized very deeply
With Feoved hrethren in the Chiurch who hehd different
"iews from the majority, who were exceedingly sensitive as
tO the Confession of Faith. These brethren would observe,
'*hen hie read his m tion, that he did no. propose tii toucb
the Confession of Faith in any shape or form, but simply ti
Send down tii the Presbyteicies a remit as tii whether liberty
0af opinion should be allowed in respect of the propositiontii a,,,nd the Confessi tri of Faith. This had been dine
already at the reunuon of the Churches in the matter of the
ehapter referning tii the civil magistrate ; why not do so in
thsistne and thus guard the conscientuous convictionsfalParties ini the Church? The motion i as follows:1 hilst alargemi ijîriy of the Presbyteries which report onth remit on marritgc signify approval of it, yet the numberIePorîing is flot sufficient to eenabie the Asîembly adequately
t' acertain tIse mind of the Church and finalhy tii dipose ofthe question involvedl. The General Assembhy thereforeresolves that the ad interiml act of hast vear be rc-enactedansd a remit sent down again tii the Presbytrnies tii report

ttPon ti the next General Assembhv, viz., "The discipline
of tle Ciùurch shalH not be exercisel in regard tii marriagewi Ih a deceased wife's sister or deceased wife's niece." The
ASiemnbly is authorized in this by the tact that a large ma-
lority of the Presb"ttries appnovedi under the Barrier Act of

rec.Mit of the Assemý)dv of 1 886, touchiog the exteise of
the 1 Pline in the cases referred tii. Further, in this ine ofCdelîiverance oîf several Preibyteries on the remit of last
Year, thé General A.isembiy dues hereby resolve to send down
114(der the Birrier Act the following remit :-Suhscriptuons
t'a the formula in which the office- bdarers of the Church ac-

e'pt the Confession of Faith snaîl be so understood as tiiallOW liberty of opinion in respect of' the pnopo)siti,în that
Teman "miy fot marry any of biis wi'e's kindred nearer

Obhood than hie may of' his own." - The Presýyteries oh' the
C-hurchi are therefore required tii report on the above remit
tii the ext G- ocraI Assembly.

.The Rev. D. N. Gordon, of HIalifax, seconded the motion
"" Concise, ogical and able speech. -Mr. Se(igwick rose to a

Point of order, namely, that befure Dr. Cochrane's motion
e0lIb netit the Assembly should rtcord that theD' btha teen rejected by the Preabyteries. Dr. Caven,rCochrane, [ion. D. S. Fraser and others, held that theretilit had flot'been rtjected. The Asqembly was flot in a
Poition ti ascertain the mmnd oh' the Church. At the close
0f tUi long preliminary discussion, in order tii save the time.nfte Crrk"t'Dr% Cohrne ithre hi-moiouni. hi

Confession of Faith, there is a seriuts difference of' opinion
regardiniC these marriages, and iL is desirable Lii relieve the
c,nsciences of those who seek liberty and tii guard the in-
tcrest and peace of those who adhere Lii the Confession in
its integrity. Therefore, resolved, that it be heft tii Ses
sions Lii deal with cases as in their judgment may be most con-
ducive to righteousness and peace. Mr. Sedgwick scconded
the amendmnent. A very long and breezy discussion followed.
Dr. Fraser submitted two motions, one tii lay the whole maL-
ter upon the table and another Lii pass on tii the next item
of business. The Moderator ruled the one out of order and
the other was voýed down by i i tii Lwenty-seven. The dis.
cussion then took a fresh start, and Dr. Caven, in a singularlv
chear and telling speech, suppirted Dr. Cochrane's motion.
He traced the bhistory of' this qustion of marri-ige with a
deceaseri wife's sister,' thnough canon law, putting lattle
value on the edicts of Popes who forbade other marriage re-
lations besides that in qoe.tion. He heid that our appeal
must be tii Scripturc and that atone, and because he did flot
find it forbidden in Scripture, hie approved of liberty beîng
Riven the Church in the matter. The discussion was con-
tinued by Dis. Pniiudfoot and McCrae in favour of Dr.
C chrane's motion, and by Dîs. Reid and Murray in hehaîf
of Dr. Moore's. Drs. Cochrane's mo-tion was carried over
Dr. Moore's by a vote ofi 139 ro twenty-four. A numbLr of
dissents were entered by permission of the Court.

STATE. 0F RELIGION.
The Asseînbly heard in the evening the reports of the

consmittees on the State of Religion and Temperance. The
report on th:: State of Religion was given in by the Rev. G.
M. Clark, in the absence oh' Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, the
Convener The recommendatuons (if the committee as
adopted by the Assembhy are as follows:

i. That eIders have districts assigned Lii themn in ahi our
congregations of which they shaîl have oversight, for thir
furtherance in the divine ife. 2. That it be an instruction
tii Sessions tii take greater pains tii ascertain what propor-
tion of families within their bounds observe family worship.
3. That inasmuchi as it is evident that the memorizing of
Scipture by the young in our homnes and in our Sahbath
schools, is not as general as could be desired, Sessions be
asked tii bring the subject tii the attention of parents and
superintendents and teachers. 4. That Presbyteries be ne-
commended tii prepare a Scheme of evangelistic services
adapted Lii reachi aIl congregations ; ministers, eiders and
members Lii assist ina conducting them. 5. That Sessions
be asked ti consider whether more mighr flot be done
Lii inculcate Temperance principles on the young by
a more general institution of Bands of Hope, and the
circulation of Tensperence pledges. 6. That special care
be taken by ministers and Sessions tii instnuct the yuung
people ofh the congregaticîn in the standards of the Church.
7. That in connection with the sixth recommendation,
in order tii encourage our young people Lii study the stan-
dards of the Church and the Word oh' God, a. committee of
three be appointed Lii issue examination papens on the
Shorter Catechism and the Confession of Faith, and any por-
tion if Scipture that may be selected ; each of which shal
efitithe the successhul candidates tii a diploma (card, litho-
graphed, issued by authority of General Assernbly, as in
Scotland, signed by Moderator and examiners).

TEMPERANCE.

The report on Temperance was presented by Rev. A.
F. Tuhhy, in the absence of the Convenen, Rev. P. Wright,
Mn. Tulhy made a elling speech, which was received by
the Assembhy with repeated manifestations oh' app ause.
At the close of' Mr. Tulhy's speech Rev. W. A. McKay
moved its reception, and among other Lhings said deep in-
terest was taken in this subject hrom one end if thse Domin-
ion to the other. He dwelt on the importance of' educa-
tion and law going hand in hand. In doing this great
work we shîuld know no name but the name if Jes'- s, but
laws are necessary on this -as on Sabbath observance and
other matters tii give expression and force to Christian
cinvicuon. To preachi total abstinence and then set up
temptation Lii drunkenness at every street corner is a mani-
fest absurdity. As well pray Almighty God Lu stay the
scourge oh' the pestilence when it app.-ars in the land and
then go Lii work and distribute as wisely as pussible in-
fec e 1 clothing oven ail the country as tii pray Lii the sarne
ighteîus God tii save our country fnom the terrible cuise

of intemperance and then vite for a law that pnotects and
fosters a traffic that is a chiet source oh' intemperance. We
behieve in moral suasion and we believe also ina prohibition.
We shouhd pull the pour drunkard out of' the river, but
we should also fiyht the cnowd who are thnowing the peo-
ple into the river. He stnongly denounced the license
systemn as a frarning oh' mischief hy a Iaw, and shiiwed its
political failure tii restrict the traffic in England, the United
States and Canada. Prohibition, flot license, was the rem-
edy demanded. As Dr. Gu brie said, " The knife must lie
phunged into the heant oh' the cruel monster." lie deaht
with specific legislatiîn on this matter as required by the
Word ofi God. He drew a most hopeful pîcture if the
fu-uie oh' our country, and made an earnest appeil tii the
hathers and brethren tii go forward in the cause of God and
humanity. Rev. Mr. McKiy seconded the motion for the
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Word if God and tii the spirit of' the Christian religion;
that total Prohibition would be the most effective form of'
Teniperance legishatuon ; thînt it is in the highest degree ex-
pedient that the State shouid pass an efficient Piohibitory
haw, and therefore the Assembhy urge upon ail the members
to use all egitinsate meardt to secure such legisîatuon. (3).
That this Assernbly, with reniewed earnestness and emphasis
again exp eses the hope that electors, ini their chiiice oh re-
presentatives, will eh ci onhy able and good men, who are
wehl known to ble in syîîîpathy with Pnohibitîry legislatuon.
(4). That this Assernoily cahîs on ahI its pastors, elders,
teachers and mensbers Lu use their utmost influence against
the deailhy power oh' the saloon, by their public utterances
and prîvate ife, by personal effort and example on behaîf
of' Tempcrance, and by a waîchful cane of the young
gathcre 1 in our Sabbath schools and homes, so as tii awaken
the conscience oh' the irîdifierent, and save thîse who are
tempted or faîhen. (5). That the Assembly's Temperance
C >mmittee b;e insrucLîcd tii take aIl pnoper measures tii se-
cure the co-operation oh' the othier Churches of' the Dominion
wih a view oh' petitioîîing the Dominion Goverrament in
favour oh' entire Prohibition at the earliest possible date ;
and, co-operation being s2curel, Lii prepare a form oh' peti-
doan to ble signtd by our peopie. (6). Tnat this Assembly
expressts its cordial appoyaI oh' the provision which bas
been madle in the Piovinces oh' Ontario and Quebec for
scientific Tempi-rance instruction in the Public scnoois, and
trot that the other Provinces oh' the Dominion the saute
bhessing may speedily be conh'erred on our children and
youth. (7'). Titat this Assembiy gratefully recognizes the
noble service reîsdered to tise cause oh' Temperance and
Prohibition tiot only by the religi jus press, but also and
equahly by the leading secuar journals oh' our Dominion,
and would hiail this faci bahs as an element oh' great power
in the conîfl.ct with evil and as an evidence oh' an advanced
and heahy public sentimsent.

There was an animated discussion over several oh the re-
cornmend.itons oh' the report participiîed ira by Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell, W. T. f iurridge, lion. D. C. Fraser, Dr. Mc-
Crac, .11. Paul, Rev. G. Bruce, Dr. Campbell, Montreal,
Mn, Davis, Rev. C. Tanner, Dr. Jamts, Rev. D. M.
Gordon and othiers.

The repoit on S-,,st(cnatic BenevolIence was received and
adopted, and Dr. Caven was re-appoînîed Convener for next
year.

CONFERENCE IN MON TREAL.

Ina reference tii the Conference in Montreal next Septem-
ber, Dr. Cochrane moveel and Dr. Reid seconded the fol-
lowiiîg resooluon; The Generai Assembly oh' the Presby-
terian Church in Canada express thein gratification at the-
proposed Chtistian conftrence Lii be held in Montreal next
October under the auspices oh' the Monîneal Evangelical
Alliatnce, and express the hope that by the blessing of God
this conference Inay îesok- in advancing the cause oh' truth
and afford a basis fon co-operaluon ira such depanîments oh'
Christian work as are commun tii the evangelicai Churches
oh' this land.

BREANTFORD LADIES' COLLEGE.

Di. Laing read the report oh' the Brantford Yiiung Ladies'
College, after which the folhowing motion by Dr. Cochrane,
seconded by Mn. R. Murray, Hlifax, was unanimously
adopted : That the report be neceived, and that the Gen-
eral Assembiy express gratification at the cîntinued success
oh' the coîlege and the efforts oh' the Board oh' Directors to
maintain a high standard oh' education in the institution,
and commend the college to the confidence oh' the Church,
inviting parents and guardians Lii avail themselves oh' the
pniviltges offered for the care oh' the moral and spiritual
wehhare oh' the youth if the Chunch, while their intellectual
training is careh'ully attended to. Funther, the Assembly
would suggest that in future the Board oh Directors should
give a short stattiinent oif the financial condition oh' the col-
lege, so as to saîisfy such as are interested in iL and give
addituonal gnound for confidence. The Assembly also nomai-
nales the foihowing gentlemen, from among whomn six
shali be elected at the next annual meeting Lii act on the
Board oh' Directors for the ensuing year;: Rev. W. Coch-
rane, D.D., ; W. Watt, K. Henry, W. Nichol, M.D.; A.
Robenîson, William Grant, C. B. Hleid, Thomas McLean,
R Russell, A. Spence, J. Sutherland, Alexander Turner,
and appoint as visiton of the college for the ensuing year the
Rev. i-. McQuarrie, oh' Wingham, Ont.

THE BO00K 0F FORMS,

Rev. Dr. Laing submitted the report on the Book of
Fîrms. On motion oh Mn. Johnston, oh' Fredericton, N. B.,
the hollowing delivenance was adopted : That the whole re-
port oh' the commiîîee, with the intenhineatiins adopted by
the committee, be printed and sent down toi the Presbyter.
ies tii be considered and reponted upon by the same corn-
mittee, which is hereby re-appointed by this Assembly, and
th- tyli report to the next Assembly. It was algreed that
Rev. Dr. Laing be presented with $ioo for tbe great labour
bestowed on the Book oh' Formns. That gentleman, how-
ever, declined to accept anything more than his expenses in
the malter.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.,,
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