
'PHt CAMIADA PRESBYTERA AKq JNAn?3J 8j

~HOI~H ~ITHIIATURI.

TIIRO UGU THE IVIN TER.
CttAiTER X t.-CtktSTSIlAS EVE.

"Tht world shut out, andl love siîut in
Wih youth. anal gentie nirth,

W'hich trer niautatleur pleosant ian
l3est by the houselîold hearth.

Thea let us test amui tht gifts
God's tenderneis haîh gavea,

Aud blesi racla blessiag. as ir lifts
Our grareful haraits tu heaven."

It was tht aighr before Christmnas. The wtnter air wvas
crisp and frosty. andl the wîniter stars were bright and sparit-
ling, as if rhey tu tejoiced oirer the glal tidings oi peace
and gaod will that weie once agaia being Sung over the vil.
ltys andl halls of earth . andI onct again tinding chas in tht
heaits ofaue.

la IMrs. WValderrnar's pleasant homet the Christmas spirit
was tuliag with loviag, jj>ous swa>. Tht icy wids rnight
roar arounal tht bouse. and shake tudely the oakta dones,
but no farther could tliey calme in their franrie efforts ta chili
tht watrnrh wîthîn. Up the wide-mouthed. old.fashioned
chimacys craclcled and blazeal the large haspitable fites, bc-
hosed of aut ancestars, and pcrbaps goud types oftheir owa
warm, roorny, hospitable hesarts.

They were aIl there-llen and Sibyl, Fred, Ronald and
Phîlîp. l'ht aid sleîgh that bar" broughr tbem wasonlyjust
turneal homeward. andl thcy Saood tht around tht warai
fire, feeling as il somerhîng very new andl pleasant laid corne
te. them . something af %shich they trere at ont andI the
samre dtnte very glati andl sery sby.

The gladntas might linger- in fact it coul tant help doing
so but the shyncss cut.1d nuoi enduit long in tht loving,

Kenaal atimosphere abat surrouaded thern. AndI very seool
here crepr into tact yaung beart a hippy, resrful feeling,

rnucb as if they badl bren away andI hadi jusr corne home. It
wus Mrs. WVaidermar's tender rnotherlincss '.at wrought the
cbarm ; answeiing the mute arph3ned cry of mather, witli
the holy sympathy that whispered chilal. Thry wcre aIl
happy; and il in lelen's eyts there lurked a shaJow liat
raid ai wistfül yearming and of fond regrtt, yet those who
watched ber most clostly could scarcely wisli et away. Jr
threw no shadow over the enjoyrnenr ai others ; it only
seemeal ta ser an tht bead of Jreamîrg girlhood the crowa of
thoughtfül womanhood, andl t.- învest withi tht sacreal royalty
of sorrow nobly borne, the loveliness ui inexptrienced andI
rrntested youth.

Mts. Waiderrnaz*s step-mu*htr xas suath htr fur tht holi-
days-a lovely, whitt-cippetd aid lady, ixhost rendle, piacid
face, that raId of a youtlaiul. I.sang spirit v6bîch tht snuws u
sevenry winters had flot bete able ta cbLll or maIre aidl. andI
serb woan the chllen fit once.

*"1And now," Margaret said, aiter tht excitement cf i ar
rival had sornewhat subsîded l. wc have a great dral ta do
tC.is evening; but tht flrst thing on tht programme is rea,
anal that, as Guy Abas monopolized tht dinaing- zoomi, WC are
ta take, very infr:aally, in litre. Ronald and Sibyl, dnn't
you want tu help me clear tht cenatre-table ?

'Wsthert ever a cbîld ubo did nlot enjay being treateal as
if he vas teally ai some use ? Ronald andI bîbyl ft ver)-
happy ana important as rhey remus-ed tht books and orna-
ments from tht table andI placed them with great cite on tht

piano.. Tha- donc, Fred andl Philip wert calleal upon ta
wheil the table neirer thet-t.e, andl then, in answer tu NMar-
garer' sarng, a servant aplpeardc villa a large rray fulil of
-dashrs. MViîb ssbat cages. dc-ighted e>cs the ch-;Jrcn
wratched ail Margaret's 1pretty preliarations i hIow tempi-

i&the table louiked, %%.th ats snuwy naiises and iove.y
chinai its plates andl baskets of lipbt. snowy sandwiches, andl
dictons cakce, and the fragrant aroma frum tht sîlver chocu-

lare pot persading ail. It seemeal ta tbecm lilce tsking tea in
fairy.land.

"A&nd now," Margaret said, Ilvre wiB just imnagine we art
at a pic-nis., ansI ne xi.: sit Ahere we ..kc andl take szhat
we like. licIta, you shaîl o 'ur tht chocolate, anal Fred
shail pais it , and we'1l unly hae une tait uf cliquette, andl
that is vre shall cacb sac: le; Acrhî~u can be tu ulie uthers.*

It W-s a pretty piL-nac tht> made ui ther tea-taking an tht
cozy. tire-lic îsatluur janal befure .& lças cve: Dr. WValdermar
came cin. 1lis appearance was tht signal for a fli chorus af
Voltes.

"Guy," cried Margaret, 'il bcga ta think yeu neyer
wnual corne ; how couldi yen be Sn lareP

MIrs. Waldrrrnar askeal rame question which was last la
tht hub-bub. Fred's andl lhihls boyiih voices rang fouth an
s p.lad *4How do rau do. M>. Walderrnat ?" andl bibyl's laidle
voice pelletai, Il1 as vçry gîsal ta set you, Dr. Walmer."

Helen alet as salent, but ber blush andI smîle spoke for
ber.

Cbettily Dr. Waid.-rmat repied tu al their grtecings.
.Sibyl lîrtî fie art was mnade very happy by tht RendelemIrs
with wbîch bc anivereal ber; and Ronald felt as if lc had
sr.ddeniy grwn several tichez, wlien Drt. Waldermar's banal
reated an bis bcad, and his kind volte raid :

II yei, my litne m-tn, boy are yole to-night ?*
Stooping for a marnent over lias rnotbcr's chair, hc heard

.and answered ber question. anal then going round ta Iliet,
he. petatianeal fot a cup ai ber clicrolate. I akîng it froîn
-ber banal, bc tuok bu favuu.i.c ~j3.aur. Lsy the martel, near
-tht fire, and standing there asked andl answereal questions.
taid aitories, joiced with the boys, and pîsytal vîui 'Sibyl.
until the usuaIiy quiet parîocr rang wiib Ptah;sAo! elad laugli-
ter, anal shoutsoa nnocer.it uzarcstraincd n.ih. Ict through
ail tht fun andl froac., Dr. WValdermai's rnaî,ner neyrer unr.e
hast tht air ai genile, lovinlg deference et avayr hate toward
-bas moîher , anid tht dignity xah" vas the natuerai ,cr
growtho.: basw at uc manahoud, l.e LCAt uffcied nu chet»k
ta innocent enjoyment, vas an efle.itual batrier ta ail rude-
neui andl bo!datas.

Helen raced have no [cars that tht boys, catritd away by
thCir bugli spit-'u, troaba forge. wherc 2rhcy n-cie, or the gea-

tieness of beliaviaur teiulted ai tbem ia Mrs. WValdernsar'a
i.arlour. l theywser'1 a an yitdanger cf fargettlng, tht doc.
tur suas nat ; and tht mirth hlad raised he lacets ow ta
contraI.

IAnd now, " he said, when tht lait cups o! chocel2te hait
biets ulsatsk ani %t t iaSant pic-nit vrai oser,"' at half-pait
right I amn gaang ta invite you aIl ta attend me in the dia-
ing-room ; tut "-%%ith a glance lit tht little dlock ticking
nar-" it wiii be twa boues berare tht doors of ahat zoom
wili pay aay hetul ta aur 'Opsen Sesame ;' and la the mean-
tie 1 pira;soe lhait we mrait belleve we are in an aidf.
faslaioneul New England kitchen, anal try what we tan do for
amusement thege. Bioys, ctn you crack hickory mats as
wt!l as conunsîruass !"

AITry us," Fresl's gay vaice aaswertd ssith ernphasis.
AICorne on, *hcn," Dr. WVadzmar said, as he afYties bit

grandniuiber lits arm, anti, cpenang the dont. led tht way
across the hall. down a short flight of stairs.

WVas il really an old-fashiantd kitchen into which hc
usheieal thein ?

Tht rmont suas sasail, but lîeautifutlly clean andI neat . the
laides suere lmned with a wood, dark and palished wîth years
andl care. Ovtrhead there vas no ceilirig ail vas optai '
the massive riaken tarnts. that raid so îîlainily with what
thaught for stalîility andl futurity the bul ders of tht olden
tume wrouight. The floor was wuhite wu-th Eccurîngs, and
rtaewai meitte saad, drawi aller the fashion oi our grand.
mothers intri was-iug onîlines of flowers and sheill. Straight,
high-bacced chairs vert ranrea agaiast the sides: thera
wert drtsser-shelves, an which raya af brighniy'decotated
eartben-wart and polishel n utensils aeposed; long fea-tbery spray-s af asparagus nosides ta themi frott the bigla
wooden niantel ; ia ont corner, from ils huge, ponderous
case, fi century-aid dlock ticked is found welcome. Cantls,
in hagh brais candlesticc,, threw light un the scene ; wuhile
in 1 he fureplace, so large that one might stand la it anri looku.
lir up sre the stars, there bMarel tht old.fashianed, hospit-
&lit, wvaod Ctre vtit ils solial, immens batk-log, -andi ovtesl
suspended faom the blackened crane, there Lutibleal and
bx,i!ed tht tara kettle, lis cover dancing as wreatb alter
wreath of vapaury sîearn tscaped and curleal lazily up tht
chironey. Near tht ceatre ai tht raent, but a littie ta ont
side, staad the music-box ai out granamorers, tht quaint,
ald fasbioned sî inning-wlieeî.

*Th'bs is cur Chsristmnas prescrit ta gtatsdma," Mlargaret-
whispered ta hiclen ; IlSite lias a New England girl, anal
ir is her dtliglst ta tell of aid-rime lufe andl daîngs . sa Guy
and h hast dresseal up tbis zoom as a surprise for ber-I
ssonlier suhat she u ili say ta it ? Grandma,' she raid ainual,
turning tu tht dear old lady. wuhom Dz. WVadermratadjust
sea!ed cornfortaly in a higb, strasght-b:iced arrn-chair
minus bath rockers andl upholstery ; "lGrandirai, dots ibis
take you back ta tht good old limnes whea yau istre a girl ?
hs it like what you bief thea ?

There was a mist like tears in Maifs. Leighton's ejes, but
ber %mie vas s-ery swet as site anstrereal .

ILilce and yer unîik-e, Mlargit ; you bave recailcl tht
shadow-if r.ow you ce.uud aaiy b ring back tht substance-
if> yu cuuld (ill this rourn with the faces anal voices that
mxade tlec aId rie beautiful. then the illusion wouid bc
complete-"'

"llitre is ont vale nt ltast thar you vert familiar with
then."- Margaiet sa,.], r. Lý mood ta let ber grandmother
indulge in sad mensories. IlCan Voit spin, lieleis? Na?
Ny seitar >uua edlucation has been sadly neglecaecd." Anal
fl>ing acrors the roorn bargsret took ber station at tht
spinning-wbei.

Site amade a pretty piettîre standing there, in ber soit,
b.ltdieb., ut-%t stc laand hulding uhe fias, whale wîrh

hnet foot she guldesi tht sx'oliors o! %bt wthrel that Isummiei
andI lisuies as if, afier 4ts lung years ui test, at enga>-cd uss
yesurrec tiun ta action and use oct- mare.

Mis. 1,cight.r gazesi vt.h a tender, yearniang look la bier

Il1caulal belirre she vas my sister. yosst Aunt Achsah
returneal te) 111e." shc raid ta ber daugbrter. "lAh! st-cl, 1
shahl go tu thern . they wili nat retura ta me."

WbVy dun*t g.i's usc spiniag-wheels now 1" Fard asseal,
ix-es ng saLis Ijs!.'un h;s great admiration osf Mfargaret

anal ber performance.
'AI shvuXi have tû taire y%,u ta some ai our rnarmoth

fir.wties. arJ shou juua tise great wl.cels anal loorns diasea
b) &lic gtr..s suria, tu mille ',ou fAilly appreciate the anser
ru )u.ts 1ouestion.'* Dr. Waidtrrnar saisI. Il Men yau have
once Secte the weLs ai tint liner), enongh ta satîsfy ail a
hanse-kecptr's demands for many days, that coulal bc turnal
ont in even tht little tiente while Mtargaret bas been piaying.
you wiii wander no mare wby tbe droite of the spinnioig-
wheel bai ceastal ta bc hecard ia aur homes"

MNir. eigbtoa bearal bis words.
I know," site raid, pleasantly. "1it is evens so, Guy;

tht ways and arts ai aid trmes are giving place ta tht won-
derful inventions ai these modern ays. It wiii seuin bc
rhought cheapet ta do notbing than even ta kair ; wbece
girls af my day useal ta make- music at their spinning-wheels,
thse guils uf to.day ma-c discorda at their llanos. Never
mand, Margît deaz," ahe continucal, Ioaising math a brigbt
imrit al ber gtanul.danghtcr, *1you may icttp your piano, if
they vilIi t ye: I doa't doubt bat belote long tbey wilI
fina you sornie easser way of piaying it while you ait by with
foideal hanls , but yon viii neyer look prettier, nar makec
ewecaer music, titan you bave dont to-nigitt. 1 tbanlc yoo,
,]tar, for your lavîng titaughis cf yonr aid gntndanotber."

-And novt," Di. %Valdermir raid, as tiargaret*s srheeî
ceaseal iturnin?, "nov for aur ciller amusements,"

Coing ta the table, hc tcok up a large dish ai nuts.
"Ilitre Fred and Philip." be salalI h' ere is work for yen:

let us set if yuu âre eluai to squirrelsiori nnt-cracking. Mat.
gac, il yuu anal tht lttile folks wiii pup tht corn. Maiss Heclen
and I wait maIre tht canaly -if site viel bc Roue! enongh ta
asa. me.- bc adahea, %%.th a arnile, as bc hoolcea ai hlicl.

. Wh'at ýan 1 du?" hielen asketa, brigittly, as sht came
forvard. " I shai bc glial ta bc sireful, if 1 can."

"1Dial yen cr malte molairs canuiy ?"
She lookealdubuns. "At home on tht stove, yes."
"IBut neyetr ovetan open fire?Misee, tz.it

the preseat, and have taken a leap of about rifty years letor
'the daik backward and aby.in of tinie ;' be pleaied ta for.
get that sucit a llght-extinguisher as a atove was cvcr heard
of; and as a rewriai for your forgettiness, ,you shah te
how we made candy la 1 ye gaad odenc tie. A'

Takiag up thte hes.vy lion longs %bsit îaod in ihe thlanney
corner, Dr. WValdcrnar drew the crace forward. rernoved
the steaming tea-kettle, anuli lis place set a smnlt iron
Icettie; swinging it back over the fr, he walted a fcw mno-
inents for hi ti het, andI then, handing lielen a pitcher af
molasses. lie toal lier it was hcr turc ta wrirk now and the
mlght fll the kertie. That donc, the kceltle was once again
swung bacc over the hhazing wood, and Ilelen and the <lac.
tor stoed by ta wntch if.

IIt must le stitred,' Helen maid, turning ta the table
Acwhere is the sprin ?"

bu.litre, Mless leleita but if yau please I reserve the
hoiour af stirrirtg for myself. I rnight tiust you, perhaps,

nat ta battu the molasses, but in thet meantirne, Jho le ta
assure me you will not buro yorirseif?"

IlGran.lma," bc said. aiter giving the molasses a vigaraus
stir, IlI arn every marnent growing tranger in my belief,
that if we had ta live ia n i d*fashloned lu tchen for the rest
ai aur,ýiays, we would bless the mn who first lnvcnted
Staves.

Mis. Leiightaa lauglied. "New days, new wanta, Guy,"
shte answered ; Ilbut if yaau hait an ugly, black stave stand-.
ing ia the mniddle af the raorn you would spail the pretty
picture I amn enjaying naw."

It was a pretty sight. Ail aver the raam. with lis quaint
futrnishings. danced the ted light ai the ire. Seated on
henchcs were birs. Walderrnar and her cother ; l>hilip and
Fred were cracking their nuts, and tahlkîng and latighing
wîth frank. bayish earnestneas; ; dosvn on the wide, red
hearth kacit Rninald and Sibyl, watching wath grave inter-
est, wlîile Mlargaret shook lier ald.fashioned cor.jEuPgmr-a
cavcred lion pan wiîh a very long hatîdle--over t e doa
glovring coals she hast inktd logrihez in une corner cl' the
fire-place ; and nat fat frott thern stnad lielen. bendîog
with watchfut care aver the baahing kertît. Dr. WVald,.rmar
looked round tht raorn and smilrd ; and then hit eyes came
back ta hlelen.

"Disabeying orders, Miss Heclen." ht said, talcing the
spnon frorn ber. -1Now, if you wili butter the pans, 1 think
thgewarrnest part of the work will soon bc dont."

The pans were buttered ; the candy paured auto then;
and after waiting a little whilt for it ta cool, camt tht im-.
partant business of pulling it. A very small portion ws
intrusted ta Hlelen, with the laughîng injunctian ta pull it
watts the tîps ai lier fingers. and onl Do accotait ta suifer it ta
touch tht palans of her hands , and wih a challenge ta ste
which would mai-- tht lightest cady tht contest began.

Over HIelen's tiîack dress Mfrs. tValoerrnat insisted an
tying a large, white apran , her sleeves uere pushed
back. rcvealing the round, dimpled ams, and ber hair,
loosened by exercise, drapped ia soit waves rrund ber
brow. As Mfrs. Waldermar watched ber pulling the long,
aniber strands backward and forwatd, she thauglit site had
neyer scen a pretrier gymnastir. exetcise. It wkas pulled at
last ; and then, ndtter tht doctor's direction. Hlelen cut it
itr short, ternpting rals, and plactd la on tht large, blue
piatter. lhait Mrs. ]Leightoa raid was her mnothers, and laid
citera, ta cafher days aad ta another borne, been uscad for the
saine purpase. 0

-Stai fifteen minutes te spart before tht dining-room
will cliîr ns." Dr. Walderrnat salad. *1 1iss Heclen, you
have faitiy taraed a right ta test. Hfow wauld you have
liked waik in an oid-fashîaned kitchen ?' bc aslced, as lie
brouglir forward a low, flat-bartorned chair for ber.

lielen glanced round the touer.
le seemi like a bit of poetry.'* ble answeredf.

"Ver, nowe, ta us; but I arn airaid the bits ai poetry were
very rare. and life*s passages, rnosr of theni, of sober, serrons
prose ia thase aid days."

-But nut an Christmnas eve," Helen said, genrly.
lhle smiled.
*Na, nlot on Christmas est. Whaterer tht test af the

ytar inight bc, 1 amn sure thai then. inio the dllîtt saddtst
lait here must have stolea liait glcams fram Betrhlthtrn
stars, thert rnust have been hea-rd glal echots af the angeis'
Christmnas sang. There wer t hose, tOo. who haid tht rare
gîift ai teiisng thetrhoughîs tht Chitmas tirne braughr atterr.
N lait do> yuu thiak of this,. Miss 1Ielen ?' And, standing
nat lier, lcaning on tht mannie, Dr. Waldermar slowly te-
peated.-

"Nor war, or battit's sound
WVas heard tht worid aronnd;

The 1<11e spear and sh*ield were bigla ap-bang:
Tht hoaked chariot stood
Uastaîntd wîth hostile blaod;

Tht trumpet spaice nlot ta tht armed throng;
Andl kingi sa, stili with awful tyt,
As if tbey surtiy knew their sorereign Lord was by.

"But peaceful was the night,
WVhereîa the Prince of Ugpht

1lis rign of peace fipon theecartb begaa
Tht winds. with wonder whist,
Srnoothly the waters kist,

WVhispcring ncw joys ta tht: miîri occan,
\Vhc n- bth quite (ergot ta raye,
Whilc bailds cicalm sit broodiîtg ons the charmed wavc.'

Hien's face, with ils earnest, gladi expression, told what
therbhought ci i, but she did not atttmpt ta say ;she only
aÙked :

"la there more ai itr? Did WVordswotth write et ?"I
"Ves. tthce C i more. What i havt reci:td as oniy a littie

part of et. Wordsworth dîd nlot wîtc et ; it is ont ai Mil-
tan's immoitai utterances."

..I wisli 1 could read it ailt" Heclen sasad. Il low mauy
books *you must have read, Dr. Waldermar,' she addtd,
warh a Iaw, unconîciaus sirh.

.Not qaite aIl there arc in the worîd, Miss IlcIta. Von
musta t look at me as Golismîthls villagets ioaked at ther
gchoal maiter."
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