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IêIIY ARE lYUU A PRESBYTERJAN I-L'.

Thei Reformed Chburches have atways rejected
prayers, toi tbm sairats, Io anguis, ort lf any cresture, as
ansc.rlptural, inconsistant ath the worahîp of God,
Absurd ln the extreme %lot crumîures are mot omniprc.
sont bot oamnîscienti, and derogatory to the atone
rilodiatorshp oS thm Lord Jé<sus Chist. In luke magga
nos ail true Protestante rýeject with abhorrem tmhé use
of pictu ris, imagts, cruifios etc., in worsbip. Such
use la Idolatrous ln character, forbldden by God, andi
c-aculated te fix the attention of thm worahippet upon
the object arera, and £0 ta prevent the real veorihip of
Gcd. Prayer for the dead are aise rejected. This
practice la founded on the Pcish doctrine cf purga-
tory a doctrine whkahas nu support la Scripîure,
but là contrary ta itm express teaching. l'rayer for
mouls in purgatory can have no mnilng, and are only
counttnanced by the priesthood for the purpose of
extorting nioney fromnl tir superstitious devoteta and
keeping them a nbandage through (car.

A wholesarno dread les, by having funeral services
and prayer ai the. grave, men ighî bc led to suppose
that these services ln somas way Inured ta the bencfit
of the dead, led the W~estminster divines ta put the
following clause ln their Direttory for worship . "fDe.
cause the custarn af kneeling down and praying by or
tawards the dead corpse, and other such usages, in
the place wshere if lies, before fi be carried ta hurl,
are superstitious ; and for that praying, rmadling and
singing, both in going ira andi ai the grave, have bten
grossly abused, are in no way beriofictal ta the dcad,
and have praved many ways hurtful te the living;
therefore let ail saach thinga be laid aside." It is
there aiso (airther directed that the interment be
44without any cereaony."

Notwithstanding the abave, prayer ai funmIs andi
ai the grave is now generaliy practiseti by Presby*
terians, as it la believeti that men are tue enlightened
to think that a fumerai sermon or prayer cmn in any
way affect the condition oi those who have departed
Ibis life.

4 Religlous oatbs and vaws ave p=rs of worship, and
shoulti be made tu Goti aleone. SwearinS by Gcd is
the only pnNper forin of oath. Scripture expressly
forbids the use ai oaths except when tht>' are re-
quired by tihe autboruîies in Church or State. If miro
forbida swearing by any creature, as by the Blook, the
Evangeilsts, or according ta an>' other cf the man>'
human device by which it là attemptedti : binti the
conscience. To refuse te swtar whenjudtcially callet
upon is a sinful negltct ai the worship due te God,
and te taire an oath witb reservatien, or ta disregard
an oatt li the -illegeti interesîs of tht Churcb, is a
jesuitical evas*on ai the auîhoriîy and obligation of
God.

The propriety andi obligation of vows are clearly
taugits ln Scripture. Vows are mxade te Ccd alone.
"o "Jn an mnay vow te do anything (orb dXden ln tht
Word or God, or vit would bainder an, duty therein
commanded, or which i l net ln bis own powe., anti
for the performance of which be bath no prem*se of
abiliîy from God* On this grounti tht Reformeti
Churches declare monastical vows of ýc1;bacy, pro-
fesscd poverty anad regu!ar obédience, ta~ bc uni
ranted, superatitiaus, sirfu, and calcula.ed tù ensnare
the conscience, pcrvert the intellect, confound moral.
ity, aund overthrow saciety. Gad is net thus wor-
abipped.

5. Tht sacraments are parts of worship. The
Reformed Churches acknowledge only two sacraments
- Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the Churcb of
Rme adds t0 the"e the uo called eeinu, bataancnts .
confirmation, penance, orders, inatrimon>', and ex-
trene triction. These latter are rajecietiby true Pro.
testants, because thev wert flot instituted by Christ or
enjoineti by Hi. auihority, andi are not divinciy
appointeri sigras of an inward grace signîfleti andi
applied te believers.

Onetriarked, distinction between the Reformed
Clirc hes and the Papacy is found in the view titken
by thet cf the sacrarnents. According ta the Re.
(ormets, salvation la appiied ta ail who by faîb re' cave
Jesus Chrikit as Ht as cffered ta us in the Gospel.
Hence it is ail important tbarthere be a preacher cf
the Wor.I in order te the production ai fi4ith at the
soa lime. The sa.rm=t alio arc of importace

as preaemtlng Jetait christ in ail Hlm4 covenant fuines
sensibi> te the faith ai the recapient Andi seainti te
bina tbe bentts ai saivaioti. Accotading Ia the
Ctach 0( Romne Asmi, salv&Iton il applit is
sacraînents, andi la <hem atout; se that a mian, al.
thougb a beuiever, that <toma net rèceive the sacra-
mients, ta no% withmnt the a.ovenant cf grace, andi cannaI
lms aved. To tbm Romani, themiort, the sacra.
ments Are alimportan, foi Jesus Christ anti Ilm

ibenefits c.aaba receairte in no lothar va>', Andtiib
Chuch n he atammnts becomea tbm alone dis-

penses of grave Fhom ibis cardinal differenace in
tbeor>' bas arisen ibe marketi diffirence in prAcîlce
whicls obtalma;.

la> llapîtisn. The Reformati Churches baptise
witlî waier in the name ofth ibn-unle G.od. Tbey
rejeci ail Poptsh addtons, sucb as thm sign of %hmjcross, tbe sait, the cil and thm spittie, which bave beau
supergatîiousiy addmd. As those farcical rites symba-
laie, se they are caic-uateti te perputute andi enforce
doctrinal error, as il by the mere rite, spart front
fatîbh, graco werm comanunicateti andi salvation sa-
cured.

Tht scriptural sponsors fûr cbildron, when recog-
nizeti by bm ptlsm as niembers cf th. visible Chu rch,
are parents, un them (.,o bas laid directl>' the se-
sponsibiiity o! brîngîng them up in the murture and
admnonition cf the Lord. Hence Preabyterlans reject
godfathersa and gadmoîhors an baptism. imar t no
mention oi sucb parties in the New temstamnt.
About the beginrnng ci tht fifth century thm question
began ta bc agitsteti as te whettbr, ini extraordinary,
cases, wheas parents couli flot ar would not be
sponsors for their chîltiren, others mighi net act in
k1o jbarentis. But It was net %Mi tour cetnres fiter
that godiathers andi godnxothers wert required. As
now practised, ibis sponsorship bas been the nierest
forit, alike without meaning or Scrlptur, warrant,
andi tends ta lessen tht sense of responsibiiity resing
on Christian parents.

Tht gencral practice la that baptism, shouid takre
place in the public asseanbly. There l warrant in
Scrlpture fer privat and bouseholti baptisai, but If la
found i a ordimary cases fa; edification that the solemn
rite be perforrL.< publicly, botth because thus the con-
gregataa is Instructeti, anti because the supcraîtitious
idea that baptistz in sornie way la necessar>' for tht
salvation af the cbildand benefits i, whiie tht parents
mnay be unbelievers or are unwiing te connect theai.
selves with the Cburch, la net encouraged, as vhen
baptisi f privatel>' admimistered.

Baptisai by sprinking or uiffuasion bias becui prac-
tised b>' the Presbyterian churches solely because tht>'
believe itat bt more in accordance with Stripture
practice ban imanersien. Net ta del an OldTi esta-
ment baptistra', whicla certain!>' wert by sprinkiing andi
allusion, i ina> be affiameti (i) That the li flot a
single instance in tht New Testament where thetre.

gcordeti baptasm ,nu.î hart Aren by immersion; (2)

IThar thora- are man>' passages (sucit as Mati. iiii ai:
jx i.-Z Luke xai. S0e ; Co. x. 2 Luke xi. 36 iJohnt

ai. 6 i Ktngs ai. à j in whîcti bapuse cannot mecan
immerse, îj> lt at the im ajorny af instances re.
coraed, immersion vas bighly improbable ; <4> bt
the baptism oi the Holy tiliost as aiways apoken of as
a '*pourlng on.' Wraile, tierefore, ilay b.admaîteti
tbat the waihing wuth walet b>' paunging tht whole
body under water as baptasm, %iis a evidenti> not
i hat tht .>,nrpiures icacti us as te the mode of bap-
îzm ; tar les5 van ai bc essential te Christian bia.

THE BIBLE lA' EDUCA TION.

th"4If the Gospel Ls te bc establisheti la China, ht must bc
I hugh itî own sons. In such a flan ci educatlon the Bible
must bc p:aced fiart and batioit ai tbingt. hLe.an

Idonc in tome ef thetiheological schools of the prescrit &ay.
IMTh sal'ject bat! long been lapon bis mind. There vas tue,
ouchctmig i believed wa&nyoi the calai Highlanders

ut Iis ouny we hd htaino pportumiteSi whaievcr of
éducation kntw mnre about their bibleai tbana some of thé
gRrduatcs cf even such a gooti college as Pzincetoa. The~
Bible abould bc taujght lirsi, Iar, anti ail the tinte. For
himscîf, tac comsiderced abat thetlime hie speait wbcn al student
ait Princeton, suert midnight, an carneat simd> of the Bible
and the objections te Ir of the &test infidel, Tom Patine, wax
of more vague te him an =y olher worl he evezditi a
staident. Wtiout such a tnraiig,h bc oulti net bave boe
flhttai te conterdi sargle hindeti against the Coiafarcins,
Etialdhàais, andi ou bers. of China"

The above extract ia from tht noble fareweil atidressa
cf our benoureti nissionary in Fo9rmesa It gives us
the secret cf bis wonderful succes. Ht ia successaful

bécautt ho uses the Gospel, wbidî la the paver or
Ged andi the vîsias of uoti. Front tii aIoo we
May lesnsthe reason wla>, an Chriaîlen bande thone la
sat i out day sucatoss, but dudfàst= oi 1 "hl, strn pro.
(muied Cbrisîianhty, the Sabbath Io dimappearing g wby
murdtra, crimes of violence, lmptarlty, soductIon, dis.
regard ai mantage obligation, ute rift i wit dishon.
esty andl unsctupulous sharp practlce prévail j vit>
Iing, prjur>', andi corruption abotint. Tii.reomn s,
an a sentence, the Gospel là flot kIavon, or bullevet b>'
tbn mnasses i titi Bible la mlot taugt u om na>
prmach the gospel ai buman h>' anthe ib thîci et Ait.
nosticism; ibm>' cannai Save moula or furfflik te salit
alfb th art; tbey vili not armait corrupmliae or ral
deca>'. out chlldîemay a> beillied arithimettclans
anti grammarlans, anti know ail ibm ologleag but theol'
ony, anti ymt romain b..îîhan, immoral, debas.d,
amaid the bighest culture ant i esiheîtic excellence
The whole thing among us la wrong. Agnootica are
banisb.ng Gospe la truth fronm our scitools anti collaes,
anti the Bible la fiai relisbeti ln aur citurebea. Men
wrould rathet reati George Eliot andi scular newspa.
pers on the Salibath, tian study the Aposile Paual anti
wait on Gospel preacbing. Aiti wby? Sinip> Wa
cause tbey de not know the Bible. Th"y ame utter>'
Ignorant ai tht message which Gad ba sment ta man

a(rom beavan W. muat gmt back ta thm limes ai the

Réformnation, whtn Godas word wau Il The BooJL"
.SABRA ri SLCUOOL T£ACUERSI COURSrt

OF STUD)Y.
'MR. F.P)TOR-Tbc lack ai Imîcrest mentienti b>'

a correspandent la capable of eèplanatlan. Onu tes-
son mal bc that man>' ci aur eIders, deacons, anIl
managers bave bati ver>' ltte experience ln ibis work,
anti are net eaigaged ln It nov. It rigbt bu wtli if
Paul's qualification of "4apt ta teaeb» vert a little
more coutaldereti in the sélection ai aMlcials - and hlald
titis been the case, ibis lick afi nterest on tbm part ai
sessions woulti not have requireti remare.

But luceîwarmnessat ai leasi, dams exisi, andi on the
part ci mare thon the eiders This can bu aver-
cone If soma suggestions madie in flic Toronta Con-
vention wert practiseti. Ome vas, tiat ministeru be
tra?,ud te Wersei im il>' their Sabbatb saioul
vorkert another wus, thai the school anti km work bp
kepi more comatant>' before the people lnt thé ~*b
scrrices anti Àamart iitaions of the pal uf s. bàThet raining, anti eveu self-training, o aW î
schoel teachers deserves ever>' encouragement, belng
ai vital importance. An efficient sciiooi moins a
growang Churcit. A TZ&cîlta

OXFORD COZuRGE IN FORMVOSA.

MR. EDrroat,-A little more than a year aga Dr.
McKay lattimatoti bIs desire te have a College ln
Formosa for the training af naive converts for the
Christian mlnistry. Tht building. it avas, uioughî,
w oulti cost about $4.000 If vas ai once auggmted

jthat, as a mark cf persomai mataem for the Doctar andi
anteresi in bis, greet vark, his more imniediate friends
andi acquaintances lin Oziorô, is native count>',
w ouli &aiase the vitoît suai. Man>', cf course, vert
unbellevlng, anti spekt of lit couni> bain& ccm.
mîtct te an impussibility. Howevmr, tht matter *as
laid before the Lord, it vaas evldeaiîly ont wbich itat
tht Divine approval. An appeal vas madie te the
people, andi the result la titat to-day Dr. Mr Kay is Ï1n
possession, net of 54,oo, but cf consideeably more
than 56,oaa. hI oaugbt, of course, te be trentlomed i
tfiit after tht work was begun in Oxford, sortie congre.
gatlons anti lnividuals outaide tht ceun>' lemmr.y
velunteereti te assisi, which Icinti offer wis thankfnil>
accepted.

1 hope soon ta senti yeu a compîctelist ofai mlias
wiie 1 have receaved frons parties la thte count>' anti
outside of it for ibis parpose. Titis 'weekc 1 havt the
following acknowledgmeats to shako: Clîfford, per
Re. S. Young, S6oi; Innerkip, pairMm .1egg, Sios2o
Princeton, me Recv. J. Little, S29; E. Oxford, per
Roi. D. 14. Beatttie, U475 ; Boston*Churtb, Eqesing,
$36 ; Milton, $i 8.ý7 ; Knox Churcla, St Catharines,
Si 5o; Fias Presbyterian Churcb, St. Catharines,
Sica; Haynes' avenue, St. Catharines, $Se; A
Friend, per Rev. J. Lelper, Barrie, $S; Chaumer
Cbuircb, Waodstock (.addition&»>, 5î6 3o; Mr. J.
Walker, per Rev.%W. T. MeMiten, Sio - Tva Ladics
Ir Scarbora', per Roi. R.P. McKy, $9.5o; Prince.
tan (additinnal). per Rer'. J. Little, Sa.oS ; Knox
Churcb, Wooditock# per iRev. W. T, McMu1en
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