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The Reformed Churches have always rejected
prayers to the saints, to angels, ot t0 any creature, as
unscriptural, inconstsient with the worship of God,

absurd in the extreme \for creatures are not omnipre. |

sont nor omniscient), and derogatory to the alons
mediatorstup of the Loed Jesus Christ.  in like map-
ner alltrue Protestants reject with abhorvence the use
of pictures, images, crucifixes, etc., in worship. Such
ute Is idolatrous In character, forbidden by God, and
calculated to fix the attention of the worshsppes upon
the object seen, and 5o to prevent the real worship of
Ged. Prayer for the dead are also rejected. Thus
practice is founded on the Popish doctrine of purga-
tory -a doctrine which kas no support in Scripture,
but is contrary to its express teaching. Prayer for
souls in purgatory can have no weaning, and are only
countenanced by the priesthood for the purpose of
extorting money from their superstitious devotees and
keeping them in bondage through fear,

A wholesome dread lest, by having funezal services
and prayer at the grave, men might be Jed to suppose
that these services in some way inured to the benetit
of the dead, led the Westminster divines to put the
following clause in their Ditectory for worship. “ Be:
cause the custom of kneeling down and praying by ot
towards the dead corpse, and other such usages, in
the place where it lies, before it be carried to buria),
are superstitious ; and for that praying, reading and
singing, both in going 10 and at the grave, have been
grossly abused, are in no way beacficial to the dead,
and have proved many ways hurtful to the living ;
therefore let all such things be laid aside.” It is
there also further directed that the interment be
¢ without any ceremony.”

Notwithstanding the above, prayer at funerals and
at the grave is now generally practised by Presby-
terians, as it is believed that men are too enlightened
to think that a funeral sermon or prayer can in any
way affect the condition of thosz who have departed
this life,

4 Religious oaths and vows a1 pasts of worship, and
should be made to God alone, Swearing by God is
the only preper form of oath, Scripture expressly
forbids the use of oaths except when they are re-
quired by the authorities in Church or State, It also
forbids swearing by any creature, as by the Book, the
Evangelists, or according to any other of the many
human devices by which it is attempted 20 bind the
conscience. To refuse to swear when judicially called
upon is a sinful neglect of the worship due to God,
and to take an oath with reservation, or to disregard
an oath in the alleged interests of the Church, is a
Jesuitical evasion of the authority and obligation of
God.

The propriety and obligation of vows are clearly
taught in Scripture. Vows are made 1o God alone.
“ No man may vow to do anything forbidden in the
Word of God, or what would hinder an, duty therein
commanded, or which is not in his own powe., and
for the performance of which he hath no promise of

ability from God™ On this ground the Refermed I

Churches declare monastical vows of celibacy, pro-
fessed poverty and regular obedience, to be unwat
ranted, superstitious, sicful, and calcula.ed Lo ensnare
the conscience, pervert the intellect, confound moral.
ity, and overthrow society, God is not thus wor
shipped.

5. The sacraments are parts of worship. The
Reformed Churches acknowledge only two sacraments
~ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the Church of
Rome adds to these the so called minor sactaments .
confirmation, penance, orders, matrimony, and ex-
treme unction. These latter are rejected by true Peo-
testants, because they were not instituted by Christor
enjoined by His authority, and are not divinely
appointed signs of an inward grace signified and
applied to believers,

One marked distinction between the Reformed
Churches and the Papacy is found in the view tuken
by them of the sacraments. According to the Re-
formers, salvation is applied to ali who by faith receive
Jesus Christ as He 15 cficred to us in the Gospel,
Heace it is all important that'there be a preacher of
the Word in order to tke production of faith at the
same time, The sacraments also ate of importance

a3 presenting Jesus Christ in all His covenant fulness
sensibly (o the faith of the recspient and sealing to
him the benelas of salvation. According to the
Church of Rome sgain, salvation is applied in the
sacraments, and in them alons; so that a man, al.
though a believer, that does nct receive the sacra.
ments, s not within the covenant of grace, and cannot
by saved. To the Romanist, therefore, the sacra.
ments are allimporntant, for Jesus Chnst and His
benefits can be received in no other way, and the
Church in the sactaments becomes the alone dis-
pensesr of grace. From this cardinal difference in
theory has arisen the marked difference in practice
which obtains ;

t1) Baptism, The Reformed Churches baptise
with waier in the name of the tn.une God, They
reject all Popish addittons, such as the siga of she
cross, the salt, the oil and the spittle, which have been
superstitiously added.  As these farcical rites symbo-
hize, sothey are calculated to perpetuate and enforce
docininal error, as if by the mere rite, apart from
fazh, grace were communmicated and salvation se-
cuzed.

The scriptural sponsors for children, when recog-
nized by baptism as members of the visible Church,
| are parents. Un them God has jad directly the re-
sponstbinty of bnnging them up 1a the nuriure and
admonition of the Lord. Hence Presbyterians reject
godfathers and godmothers in bapuism. There 1s no
mention of such parties in the New Jestament,
About the beginning of the fifth century the question
began to be agitated as to whether, in extraordinary
cases, when parents could not or would not be
sponsots for their cluldren, others might not act i
docn parentis. But it was not till four centunes afier
that godfathers and godmothers were required, As
now practised, this sponsorship has been the merest
form, alike without meaning or Scripture warrant,
and tends to lessen the sense of responsibility resting
on Christian parents.

The general practice is that baptism shouid take
place in the public assembly. There is warrant in
Scripture for private and household baptism, but it is
found in ordinary cases fo; edification that the solemn
rite be perform.d publicly, both because thus the con-
gregation is instructed, and because the superstitious
idea that baptism in some way is necessary for the
salvation of the child-and benefits it, while the parents
may be unbelievers or are unwilling to coanect them.
selves with the Cburch, is not encouraged, 2s when
baptism is privately administered. ’

Baptism by sprinking or affusion has been prac-
tised by the Presbytcrian churches solely becauss they
believe it to be more in accordance with Scripture
practice than immersion. Not to dwell on Old Testa-
ment bapiisms, which certainly were by sprinkling and
aflusion, 1t may be affirmed (1) That there is not a
single instance 1n the New Testament where the re.
corded baptism kst Aave beens by immersion; (2)
That thers are many passages (such as Matt, iii. 11 ;
xx. 22 , Luke xn, 50; 1 Cor. x. 2; Luke xu 35 ; John
n.6; 2 Kings 1. 11, 10 whick bapuse cannot mean
immetse, (3) That 1o the majonty of instances re.
corded, immersion was highly improbable; {4) Inat
the bapusm of the Holy Ghost 1s always spoken of as
a * pounng on.” While, therefore, it may be admitted
that the washing with water by puaging the whole
| body under water 1s bapusm, this 15 evidently not
| what the >unipures teach us 23 to the mode of bap-
tism ; lar less can it be essennal o Christian bap.
tusm,

THE BIBLE IN EDUCATION.

“If the Gospel is to be established in China, it must be
through its own sons. Insucha rlm of educativn the Bible
wmust be piaced fint ant before all thinge

“Fsom his he aoimadeeited wamiy upon he teaching
done in rome of the theological schools of the present day.
The subject had long been vpon bis mind, There was too
much ctamming. 1ie believed many of the old Highlanders
of 1his county who had had no ogponunllm whateves of
edacation knzw mnre about their Bibles-than some of the
graduates of even such 8 good college as Princeton. The
Bible sbould be tsught first, 1ast, and all the time. For
hunself, he considered that the time he spent when a student
at Princeton, aftes midnight, 1o carnest study of the Bible
and the objections to it of the great infidel, Tom Paine, was
of more value to him than 2ny other work he ever did asa
stadent. Without such a training, he would not have baen
fited to conterd sirple handed against the Confacians,
Buddhists, and orhers of China.”

The above extzact is from the noble farewell address
of our honoured missionary in Formosa, It gives us

because he uses the Gospel, which Is the power of
God and the wisdom of God. From this alio we
may leam the reason why, in Christian lands, there is
not 10 out day success, but declansion ; why,amid pro.
fessed Christianity, the Sabbath isdisappearing ; why
murders, crimes of violence, Imputity, seduction, dis.
regard of marriage obligation, are rife; why dishen.
esty and unscrupulous sharp practice prevall; why
lying, petjury, and corruptionabound. The reeson is,
in & sentence, the Gospel s not known or bellsvad by
the masses; the Dible is not taught. Some may
preach the gospal of humanity and the ethics of Ag-
nosticism ; they cannot save souls or (urnish the salt
of the earth ; they will not sxrast corruption or moral
decay. Our childten may be skilled arithmeticians
and grammarians, and know all the ologies but theol.
ogy, and yet remain haathen, immoral, debasad,
amid the highest culiure and mesthetic excellence
The whole thing among us is wrong. Agnostics are
banishing Gospe! truth from our schools and colleges,
and the Dible is not relished in our churches, Men
would rathet read George Eliot and secular newspa.
pers ca the Sabbath, than stady the Apostle Paul and
wait on Gospel preaching. Aud why? Simply be.
cause they do not know the Bible. They are utterly
ignorant of the message which God has sent to man
from heaven. We must get back to the times of the
Reformatior, whea God's word was ¥ The Book.”

SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS' COURSE
OF STUDY.

MR, EptToR,—The lack of interest mentioned by
a correspondent is cApable of explanation. One rea-
son may be that many of our elders, deacons, end
managers have had very little experience in this work,
and are not engaged in it now, Itmight be well if
Paul's qualification of “apt to teach” were a little
more considered in the selection of oMcials + and had
this been the case, this lick of interest on the part of
sessions would not have required remark.

But lukawarmness, at least, does exist, and on the
part of more than the elders, This can be over-
come if some suggestions made in the Toronto Con-
vention were practised. One was, that ministers be
trained to oversee efficiently their Sabbath school
aworkers ; another wag, that the school and fts work be
kept more constantly before the people in the padic
services and Aome visitations of the pastors.

The training, and even self-training, of Sabbath =~ 4
school teachers deserves every encouragement, being * §
of vital importance. An ecfficient school meoans a
growing Church. A TXACHER,

!

OXFORD COLLEGE IN FORMOSA,.

MR. EDITOR,—A little more than & year ago Dr.
McKay intimated his desire to have 8 College in
Formosa for the training of native converts for the
Christian ministry. The building, it was thought,
would cost about $4,000. It was at once suggested
that, as a mark of personal esteem for the Doctor and
sntegest in his great work, his more immediate friends
and acquaintances in Oxforc, his native county,
would taise the whole sum. Many, of course, were
gnbelieving, and spcke of the county being com.
mutted 10 an impusaibility, However, the matter was
laid before the Lord , it was evidently one which bhad
the Divine approval. An appeal was made to the
people, and the result is that to-day Dz. McKay is in
possession, not of $4,000, but of considerably more
tkan $6,000. It ought, of course, to be mentioned

-that after the work was hegun in Oxford, sonte congre.
gations and individuals outside the county generou.ly
volunteered to assist, whick kind offer was thankfully
accepted,

1 hope soon to send you & complete list of all sums
which I have received from parties in the county and
outside of it for this purpose, This week 1 have the
following acknowledgments to wnake: Clifferd, per
Rev. S. Young, $60 ; Innerkip, per Mrv, Begg, $10.20;
Princeton, per Rev. J, Little, $28; E. Oxford, per
Rev. D, M, Beattie, §4.75 ; Boston Church, Esquesing, #%
$36 ; Milton, $18.27 ; Knox Church, St. Catharines, §
$150; First DPresbyterian Church, St. Catharines,
$100; Haynes’ avenuve, St. Cstharines, $50; A }
Friznd, per Rev. J. Leiper, Barrie, §5; Chalmers
Church, Woodstock (additional), $1630; Mr. ].
Walker, per Rev. W. T, McMullen, $20 ; Two Ladizs §
ir Scarboro’, per Rev. R, P. McKay, $9.50; Prince. £
ton (additional), per Rev. J. Little, $3.05; Knox 3
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the secret of his wonderful success. He is successful

Church, Wocdstock, per Rev. W. T, MchMuilen, 4




