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tered, and public -sorsbip performed more or less
purciy in them." l'oints or organiation and govern-
muent rire fot as important as piety in the liert andi
lire, and sound doctrine in the Intellect and in confcs
sien. WVc unchurch no Christian bclievcr, for the
chilti ai nny Christian bclievcr. Thc Prcsbytcrian
Clturch unitcs with its sterna dizencc ta ortodaxy
a libcrality towards cither Christians which ls pecu
liarly niarked. WVc hope il will always do this Put

2. Thei principies and fea of Church gavernient,
wimich ire laid down in te Ilible, by positive dirc
tion or by the example of the apostles, are af authority
Th* vcry facts tîtat tbey ociapy but little spacc in the
sacrcd volume, andi arc flot prescribcd with as clear
and ringing uttcrances as thc doctrines of aur teligion
and tise moral duties of the Christian lire, shew that
they arc not af equal importance with thase dortrines
and duties. "Our Presbytcrian organisation is but
the ou er case of an inner treasure," which shoult
hav ar supreme regard. Bunt the Church has antr
organic lite, and il is an organisni whose case cannot
with petfect saiety bc tbrown away, disfigured, or
poisoncd. Pcrhaps sorte ai tise shell-fish niay cast
their cases with lierfcî safety ta themacîves. The
Church cannot s0 thtow off the authoritative formas
wlîich its Great Hcad devcloped front i. Different
degrees ai importance may attach ta different divine
prescriptions, but eyM prescription is ai authority.
And vie ate ai those who believe that the Calvinistic,
or Pauline, or Divine, systcm af doctrine secks inhe.
rently ta clotîte itself in the Presbyterians formn ai the
Church.

3. The principles ai Church governiment which do
manifestly appear in the B3ible arc the Prcsbyterian.
The officers which belong ta il, and the judicatories
wvhich they compose, have variaus naines in the dii.
ferent caunstries andi languages oi the world. Great
différences in details appear among them, andi arc en.
tirely compatible with the essentials of the system.
But the thrte grecst scriptural principles are these
The gaverninent of the Church is administereti, under
Christ, by ordaineti men, called by Hira and His cali
nuthenticated by the voice of the people, they there-
forc repr7csenting bath Himand them; anxongstthose
rulers there is no subordination, but perfect equality
of power, andi the local anti lower organizations are
bound together in a systemi ai subordination ta the
higher andi more witicly extentied, which is baseti
upon, recognizes, and aims aiter the exhibition of, the-
unity ai the Church.

4~. These principles, in their perfect exhibition, will
lie the uilimate systenm which tbe governinent ai the
whIoie Cliurch will assume. They ail existeti in the
apostolir Clîurch. Tht -,mbitioà f ainetropolitans
and the influence ai the Roman civil polity combined
ta efface 'them gradually anti widely. Apostacy in
doctrine' and in lite was accompanied by apostac)
froin thkns. The Re!armation, which 50 largely tes-
cueri the doctrines and the marais ai the Church framn
the àbounding èorruption that hall deveioped itscli,
ivas preventcdl by palitical entanglements front fuily
re(aoîning the gc'verniment, and especialiy tram mani-
fiting the essential unit:, of the Chiurch. B3ut ,n tht
sutorclination ofithese Assemblies» declared aId Stew-
art, ai Pardovan (Bock 1. Title xcviii. 6), " Parochiai,
11rcsbyterial, Provincial andi National, the lesser unto
tht greater, doth consist the externat order, strength,
andi steàdiastness ai the Church ai Scotlanti. Andrwhen itrlsll please the Lord ta maIre ready andi dis.

pos t'è ntios fr aGeneral Council thens shail that
beauty andi strength appear mare reniarkable in the
wlioeý Latholic Church, which is the body of Chritt.
Then sfiould the Churches bc est:,'rhed in the faith>
increased in number daily, andi as they vient through
the cities, delivering thein the decrees ta keep that
were or&aified by the aposties and eiders %vhich were
mr that denteral, Cauncil ('%çts xvi. 4, 5'), they shoulti
give occâlsion ta many ta rejaice for the consolation.
Such a iime is raàther ta bc %visheti than hoped farY

And -why only Il ta bc wished 'rather than hopeti
for?" ]ýec:tlse, as lie says cisewýhere:

Il Till thé Cirches become ait cf ane mind in the
Lord, anti civil rulers become ber nursing (athers,
in their several iqdependlent kingdams anti gavera-
ments, it svouid seenii, tiit these gooti days conme, the
Churchecs lie., the crganizations in diffecrent cours-
tric<j art ta manage their ovwn affairs indepcîxdently
ispon cach other ; icot that this independency pracets
citiier irôfil Scripture or t.he nature cf the Church, but
(romi restraint anti misunderstanaings"

Il Retaint andi misù'nderstandings" II "eu beea or

-ir beng emoed.The Counicl in Edinburgs con-

viiich literaily aimost c:scirced the globe. The> re-
prescnted one-third ci Protestant Christendomt. The
Philadeiphia Council necti net hesitate to take the
highest grnundias to tlic catholi.ity ai Presbi> terianism.
If it bc necessnry torissaily ta prcclaim it, tell aIl the
worid wvith cruphasis that as, acccrdlng even ta hig's
prclatie confessions, l'resbylerianism was tht atpostoil c
Saverntment, s- vis belicve that it is fitted and destincti
ta be the systens oi the universai Church, andi that the
Churclh everywbere shoulId strive aiter and atapt it.
PhiladepAiasIrs>fra:
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Vis gathering nenr the cenar.g fleurs,
Long strnct have tinopeti chr naad.déy fiu%%cra,

0 patiner true andi tuicti i
And aîany a nmie we'vc lefI lleiintl
Stict you anti 1 te etiher j<ulned-
lherc, whcrc the 1,ica4nt lpaths cornbind-

Tojaurney side by aide.

Sa ardent vie. s0 fuill ai blss.
WVe sortght no chiiocest jays ta miss

l'hat tlieti the happy way;
What caret] vie for thc nigged luit!,
For sharpest thoras aur path that strewed,
For wlnds that blcw, for sunt that glowed

VWth ficry noantide ray 1

IJut wcar)y nuwy ai tait andi race,
%Ve'i pause amiti this pieas.int pîlace.

rrjadet! ict ta rest.
e cIl tatk of ail the toilsamie day,

Of s-xncs timat beautifieth le way
ThArugh wlaich our ardent jrturnicy iay,

Tlarough wiiich wc onward presscd.

Ah t weftry ane 1 you drows?* gruw;
Our toi lias been tou great t yuu,

Though blcnded wit h iciight.
1 fains wouid have you wvake a while
Thc Ionely cvcnang ta beguile,
Nvs ti lue tu chat, watih me tu Initie

O'er memiotes green andi briffh:.

Already sleeping i l'len V'il piace
This silo%% .wrhate &ate )-oui hcad ta glace,

Anîd this ?-u: festlu Lcep.
Sicep sweet y-, love 1 Ay. sweetly nowr
Slcep with ihis kits upon your bmow,
And on your l:psl1 press itta;-

Ah t-pacftil lie y'uî .eep t

Anti 1 t-a little Ionger yet,
Walccful, utestiil, let me wait

1 itLcontes the shadier nîght.
%Watçtiiull>, silenîl>, l'Il tiead
Aroun.i the inarble aU >'oui litaJ
Then stretchi ny iimbs hcsiule your brd.

Andi watt the morntng liglat.

.NATURE .NID POSSIiJILlTY OF
MIRA CL ES.

When vie spea-k ai the initormity cf the operataons
of the lavis oi nature, what precisely do we men by
Il'lavis"' anti what by Il'nature? Il The questions are
important, because cf the different senses in which
tht words are useti among lis, anti tht conseqout
liability ta wliich wie are exposet of giving ta thensi a
mieanin.g in one cannectian which is correct ont> in
anatiser. In its physical stase, a lawv is an invariable
sequence of antecedents anti consequents. We sue
that certain things invaîiabiy tollaw certain other
things, anti we generalize aur observ-ation int Eame-
thing whichwie call the "llaw» ai the phenomena. In
ibis sense a law is a hunmait inference from tht obser-
vation ai tht operations ai nature, andi, as Sir John
Herschel long ago rensarked, Ilthe use ai the word in
this canriection bas relation ta us as understanding,
rathier lisant ta the universe as cbeying, certain rules.11
Thus understaod, it must be evident ta every ane
that a law can bc tht cause of nothing. Tht law of
gravitation dots nat make any bodiy falt ta the earth
or holti any planet lin its course; it is ariy tht name
which mca have given ta the formula which they bave
deduceti front their obseration of fallîng bodies anti
cf the solar system. It is itself the resultof tht classi-
fication cf humas observations, anti cannat therefore
bc metamorphoseti into the cause whici produces tht
phenomena tiîat have beea thus cîbserveti anti classi-
fled. WVe distinguish here b-etween lait anti force.
Force is tht energy which praduc:es te effects j but
iaw is tIse observeti mariner in srhich force works in
tht production ofithese cffccts. Su, far ait is clear.' But
then, in the moral sphere, tht terni Illaw " is useti ta
denote a rte cf contiuctwhich vie arc bount se bey ;
anti thias it bas came about that, alnso5t insensibly ta
tbernsselves, many have importeti this idea of obliga-

lion (rom the moral int the physicai sphere, anti
look upon a laty of nature as eniurting tht sequences
af %% hicl It ks r.tall> uni> flite, urd written In the
short-hanti cfa cciwenicnt forulta. We missi bc on
aur guard, thereforc, against introducing the element
af c.susatian into out tuncception ai a1 law ai nature.
Suds a lais causes naîhing. Farce is tue active
cnergy , lais is the obsers'et i anner in wlsich lorce
wvorks. Bjut flos, suppastng tisat farce ta be, ln the
last resart, the % oltrtrs ut panet of à. pctsoal omni-
patent being, ishere is tlie iiposstbility cf ils being
put forth, in cxu.cptional aîaneanti for a sufficient
purpose, in a wvay différent front flhat in twlîlch it Is
usuaily exerteti? If iaw may bc regardeti as the
observeti maniner in îshith Gati bas ordinarily chosca
ta carry on the opcraîions ai the physical universe, is
it not just as possible for 11 im ta %ary the~ order in
exceptian cases, anti for a specific anti worthy pur.
pose, as it lai ta maintain sr in uniormity? If nature
bc Goti' usual action, Is tie any impossibillty In-
volveti in tht conception cf miracle as unusasai divine
action? or must we regard tisese so-cai-d Iaws ai
chiains whercwiîh the Deity bas baunti HImself, anti
by which Ht is heiti front doing inything, na matter
for what purpose, diffcrent front wviat He bas always
been observeti by men ta do?

Tht force ci these considerations is increaseti when
ive ask further, visai: is that "nature" of which we
speak when wt use tise phrase the Il laws ai nature?"I
Ifit be restricteti te merely piiysical phenomnena, then
it must be confesseti that wt have in thems no expert-
ence or observation ai any interference with the uni-
formity ai is operatians ibut if, within tht donmain ai
nature, vie include brînan nature, then we can no
longer make any such atinission. For here wecorne
miat contact with a neis sort ai power, namely, the
power ai tht sort of ian, which dots conîinuay lin-
tervene amang the forces et nature, anti produces
efiects asillt fram, andi eut ai, tht usual sequences 61
physical phesnmena. AilIthe îriumphsoaimechanles,
ai science, anti cf art have beca %von through the
exercise cf this power possesset by man, of bending
the forces et nature te bis %unît andi using thera in his
service. WVe are cuntinually rcaching resuits which
the forces ai nature, Ieft ta themselves, neyer couiti
have causeti; anti if this be so with nien, why should
we deny ta Goti tht passibility of intervening in a
similar svay, anti se pratiucing effecîs that are net
merely supernaturi, but superbumnan ? Tht truth is,
that if tht personal existence et Goti bc inttlligtntly
ad-sitted, anti if it bc cancedeti that Ht is carrying on
the eperations ai tht universe by His power, there is
no longer any fouasdation for tht argument against
the possibility ci miracles, inasmuch as then they are
seen ta be cal> unusual manifestations cf the sarne
energy by which tht common anti ordinary processes
ci nature are maintained.- if' M. Taylor, D.D.

ALL JIA VE TIIEIR TROUBLES.

That Ilman us born unto trouble as tht sparks fly
upward," is as truc ta-day as îvhen Eliphaz prcsseti
home thîs fact upon poier, aînhappy, argumentative
job. Our troubles arc always prescrit with us, anti
because wt sa keenly tel the smart, %ve are apt to
imagine then far grenter than those at our ntighbours.

%Wc go about aur tiîly dutnes, perhaps, with hearts
tilltd wilh case and anxieiy, v<stlî the , %rp thorn af
sorrow piercing aur souls, anti we tac ut -se multitude
wlîo seem su cheertul andi gay that %ve cannet believe
that grief ever cames near t/zei. Ah! ne ont can 1>e
so maserabie aswei, so untortunate. But, liow littie du
we know of their secret sorrews, for aiten

eAchinZ bosoins wear a visage gay,
Andi stîfleti groans frequcnt the blii or pIay.'

Many a brave hcart is brtaking that gives no sigas.
Is it wtîl, then, since tribulations caine te us ait, to

dwtell upon anti magnify aur own? If it lic: in ou-
power in any right way ta remetiy or get riti oi our
trials, let us seek îvîth diligence anti without dciay tu
hetp ourselves, but if they are inevftabie, then let rus
brar tbem patiently. Fretting anti ccmpiaining wili
do no gacti, wit murket(hem no casier ta endure Vi'e
cars, at Itast, make an effort ta be cheerfut, even
tbough wie cannot forget aur pain. We can ait the
better sympatbîze %vith anti comiait athers who are
unhappy, ifwue know by sari e\perience what ushap.
piness is. WVbta wt learn te I ook out anti fot ia,"
wie shail know by that inner sense which is bora cf
compassion, that -we are not tise oniy sufferers in the
worlti; thar even .inong tht gay, reickusg crowd are
hzarts that ache, anti cyca that weep.


