156 GENIUS.

that spoke so much of heaven? Earth vwas past, and earthly
pain ; but so solemn, so mysterious, was the triumphant bright-
ness of that face, thatit checked even the subs of sorrow.

A bright, a glorious smile passed over her-face, and she gave
one sigh, and passed {rom death unto life !

Genius, heaven.horn gift, in vain would poverty crush thee
by its sonl-subduing chains; in vain would outwdrd circum-
stances press thee down. Upwards! upwards! thou soarest,
and, oevercoming ohstacles which, to the less gifted, appear in-
surmotntable, thon standest fosth strong in thy all-conquering
power. And genius, of which the germ has sprung from among
the lowly ofthe earth, amid eccumulating earthly cares and
trials, burns with even brighter eflilgence than when sprung
from a higher and more favored class, which has been tended
and nurtured by soft, genial aits, and éxperienced rio outward
struggles to bind the spirit endued with it to earth. Itisdeep-
ly interesting to mark the early origiu, the strdngth of thie in-
domitable will, which thus has characterized some of the great.
est men the world has ever produced, who have sprung from the
ranks of the people. If we follow the early career of one of
these.in modern days, and trace him gradually but surély mount-
ing to ‘the pinnacle of fame; how frau«rht, not only with ‘in-
terest but with encouragement, is 'his life. And thisleads me
to notice the beautiful arrangement of the British constitution,
which holds out to one and all of her sons, the sceptre of fame.
Unbiassed hy wealth or rank, in highly favored England, the
poorést there may feel that the path of alor ¥ lies open to him, ifhe
have power to tread it. It is this ﬁ‘eedom, this liberty of the
soul, which has made her what she is—the highest on the scroll
of fime’s greatness. At the present time it may, to many, be
particularly interesting to follow the career of him whose tri.
umps in the art of engineering have created as it were a new
era, not only throughout Europe, but on this continent also,
and whose son will in all probability be soon among us, to
plant in our adopted country a work worthy of that from which
we sprang. See him 2 poor, ill.clad boy, employed in common
field labor, yet vut of his-hard-earned wages reserving a portion
awards appreriticing himself to a clack maker.” Heére, doubt-
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